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Foreword 
First, let me send my wishes for a blessed New Year!  How 
might that be accomplished?  We 
can have a blessed year by contin-
uing our fellowship around God’s 
Word.   

Remember that in these devotion-
als, each day has a portion of 
Scripture to read.  Sometimes it is 
just a short few verses, so that you 
can really meditate on what they 
have to say.  At other times, the 
reading is a full chapter or more, so 
that you can grasp the big picture.  
Whatever the reading, remember: 

All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable . . .  
             II Timothy 3:16 

Scripture is profitable for our spiritual blessing in so many 
ways.  God bless you and your time with the Lord in His 
Word in the year ahead.   

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Theme for the New Year 
Monday, January 3: Read John 15 

In John 15, Jesus gave His eleven believing disciples a very 
clear command, an awesome promise, and a powerful  
image by which to remember both: 

“Abide in Me, and I in you . . . I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit . . .”             John 15:4-5 

In Greek, the word translated Abide, or if you prefer re-
main, in Me means to take up residence with the intent to 
stay.  Consider this to be your introduction to our Theme 
of the Year.  For it is my intent to keep this idea of taking 
up residence in Christ at the forefront of our thinking over 
the course of the coming year.  I don’t know what 2022 
has in store, but I do know this: We will come through any 
challenge in much better shape if we abide in Christ than if 
we don’t.   



Theme for the New Year 
Monday, January 3: Read John 15

(Continued) 

Further, I strongly sense that the world is seeking to draw 
us away from the reality of facing every event, every mi-
nute of every day, from our perfectly secure  
position in the One True Vine—the Lord Jesus Christ.   

What kinds of things are we going to consider?  Our first 
topic will be how we abide—what does it mean and what 
does it look like?  You will be surprised how many places 
that will take us:  

• Our position at the right hand of the Father.  

• Our identification with the death, burial, and  
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

• Our answering the call to learn from Jesus and take up 
His yoke.  

• Our blessing of  
having the Spirit of 
Christ produce 
fruit—fruit that we 
bear to the glory of 
the Father.   

We will certainly make 
progress in our verse 
by verse study of  
Scripture this year, but 
I trust we will do it 
against a backdrop of abiding in the Lord Jesus Christ!   

God bless you in the year ahead.  May we all grow  
spiritually together!   

                  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, January 4: Read Jeremiah 20  

Let’s start today with a simple question: Do you think that 
during the course of the 40+ years that Jeremiah ministered 
to the nation of Israel that he was ever discouraged?  Keep 
in mind that his message was often ignored, the country 
went through a series of military defeats and deportations, 
and the people finally suffered complete exile with only a 
remnant remaining.  Add to that events like those described 
in Chapter 20, that happened often during his ministry, 
where he was first beaten and then publicly humiliated.   

Given these circumstances, the answer to our question goes 
without saying.  Jeremiah had ample cause to become  
discouraged, very discouraged, during the course of his 
ministry.  Truthfully, anyone actively engaged in ministry 
will from time to time go through circumstances that can 
lead to discouragement.  Ministry can be hard and people 
can be fickle, which is a recipe for discouragement!   

So, for the next few days, we are going to take a look at 
one aspect of discouragement as it is revealed in the Book 
of Jeremiah.  Here is my reasoning: If the text shows that 
Jeremiah is discouraged, and it does, then perhaps it will 
also show how to deal with it.  Maybe God will unfold the 
proper divine perspective in the course of caring for His 
servant Jeremiah, and we can learn from it how to respond 
when our own moments of discouragement come.  In 
keeping with our study, maybe we can find something  
profound right here in the life of Jeremiah and the history 
of Israel that we can apply to our own struggles with  
ministry.  I remind you that, although not all Scripture is 
written to us, it is all written for us.  Thus, even words  
spoken from God directly to Jeremiah in order to encour-
age him may also become a blessing to us. 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, January 5:  

Read Jeremiah 15 

Today we will focus beginning on Verse 15.  This section 
begins with Jeremiah calling out to the Lord,  

Remember me and visit me . . .  

Jeremiah has received persecution and suffered rebuke.  
Verses 16 and 18 lay out such a common problem for 
those engaged in ministry.  In Verse 16 the truths of God’s 
Word are so sweet to us and the joy of our hearts!  So, 
there is nothing wrong with the truths we receive from 
God, but it is another story when we start to communicate 
those truths.  Jeremiah asks:  

Why is my pain perpetual and my wound incurable . . .? 

Then, at the end of Verse 18, we can really see how  
discouraged he is:   

Will you surely be to me like an unreliable stream,  
as waters that fail?   

Jeremiah is counting on God, and now it seems to him as if 
God is not keeping up His end of the bargain.  In short,  
Jeremiah is questioning the reliability and faithfulness of 
God.  That sounds like a dangerous thing to do, doesn’t it?  
A Point of Application for today:  

It is better to take your complaints (accusations) 
straight to the Lord, rather than to turn away in  
unbelief.  Murmuring has a history of bringing  
discipline; a heart to heart with the Lord is much 
more likely to lead to spiritual insight and growth.    

Take your issues to the Lord, rather than gathering with 
others to murmur about it.  When the Israelites chose  
murmuring, thousands died.  When Jeremiah, David, and 
Moses took their heartaches to the Lord, He answered.  
We need to trust Him to do the same for us! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 6: Read Romans 14   

Jeremiah has been suffering greatly!  Thus, when He calls 
out to God, we want to see God comfort and encourage 
him and maybe strike down some of his persecutors.  
Jeremiah 15:19 is not quite what we expect: 

Therefore thus says the LORD:  “If you return then I 
will bring you back; you shall stand before Me;  
if you take out the precious from the vile, you shall  
be as My mouth.  Let them return to you, but you 
must not return to them.”    

The word translated return in the opening part of the above 
quote carries the idea of to turn back or repent.  God is  
telling a discouraged Jeremiah that he needs to repent, to 
get rid of the vile from the precious.  The difficulties that 
Jeremiah has faced have caused him to wander into  
unbelief.  At least that is in part the vile that has crept into 
Jeremiah’s life.  Jeremiah has perhaps also started to move 
in his sympathies toward the people of Israel, rather than 
calling them out of their sin to the Lord.  That, too, would 
be vile to the Lord.   

Not only must this have been a shocking response to  
Jeremiah, I suspect it is to us as well.  We will investigate 
this in detail, but for now, let me give you something to 
think about:   

. . . for whatever is not from faith is sin.  Romans 14:23  

If discouragement causes us to wander from trusting in the 
Lord (recall Jeremiah 17:5,7), then it is sin and we need to 
repent.  There are only two options: to trust in God or man 
or to be moving spiritually forward or backwards.  For,  
every time we face discouragement, we are at a crossroads 
where we will either choose the good way of trusting God 
or the vile way of unbelief.  Can you can see why this com-
mand from the Lord was more sensitive to Jeremiah’s real 
need than it at first appeared to be? 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 7: Read Job 1 

Let’s ask the question, “Why might we, as Christians, get 
discouraged?”  Over the next four devotions, we will  
consider examples of four reasons.     

Reason 1: We can get discouraged because of  
undeserved suffering.     

Consider Job as an example.  As you read the opening 
chapter of the Book of Job was there any hint of sin in the 
life of Job?  God himself says that Job was:  

. . . blameless and upright, a man who fears  

God and shuns evil.           Job 1:8   

As you learned in the reading, God allows Satan to bring 
great suffering into the life of Job to test the depth of his 
piety.  Job does get pretty discouraged, and we can  
understand why.   

So, making application from yesterday’s devotion, why 
might repentance be necessary?  Because sometimes in the 
face of undeserved suffering we start to forget that God is 
sovereign, omnipotent, omniscient, and loving.  In other 
words, in our discouragement we come to believe that He 
doesn’t know what is going on, can’t do anything about it, 
or just doesn’t care about us any more!   

This is exactly what happens to Job in the closing chapters 
of the book as he begins to claim God is unjust in not al-
lowing him to  
defend his righteousness. 

The end of the book is dramatic as God steps forward out 
of the storm and asks Job question after question (see 
Chapter 38-f).  All the questions point to the power and 
sovereignty of God.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 7: Read Job 1 (Continued) 

I want you to see how Job responds in Job 42:1-6.  After 
recognizing the omnipotence and sovereignty of God, Job 
says:  

Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,  
things too wonderful for me to know . . . My ears had 
heard of You, but now my eyes have seen You.   
Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and 
ashes.             Job 42:3b, 5-6 

As we struggle with undeserved suffering, we could all use 
a little bit more seeing God in His Word and repentance in 
dust and ashes.  

    



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, January 10: Read Daniel 6 

We’ll continue to answer the question: “Why might we, as 
Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 2:  We can get discouraged when we  
suffer for the sake of righteousness.   

One example of this is Daniel.  The text of Daniel 6 says 
that he was: 

. . . trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
                Daniel 6:4 

What did he get for it—the lion’s den!  

To be discouraged when this kind of suffering comes our 
way is to fundamentally misunderstand the spiritual conflict 
that underlies all of human history.  Let me first address 
this in terms of the lost world.  How many times have you 
heard people say, “I can’t believe in the God of Christianity, 
because a loving God would never allow ____________ to  
happen!”  (And they fill in the blank with some tragedy.)   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, January 10: Read Daniel 6

(Continued) 

This statement often comes from the mouth of those in  
rebellion against God and following the dictates of God’s 
chief adversary!  Yet, they think that God owes them  
something.  If it weren’t for common grace, we would  
never have any blessing at all.  And, it is only because God 
is not willing that any of His creation should perish that we 
have the time we do to choose to turn in faith to Christ.   

Christians can sometimes be just as out of touch when it 
comes to how the world is going to treat them.  Peter  
understood and tried to prepare us:  

For you have spent enough time in the past doing  
what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, . . . They think it strange that you do 
not plunge with them into the same flood of  
dissipation, and they heap abuse on you.  I Peter 4:3-4   

Do you see it?  When we choose to live apart from this 
world, expect it to either mock or persecute, for the darkness 
of this world resents the light within God’s people! 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, January 11:  
Read II Corinthians 5 

For the third time we consider the question: “Why might 
we, as Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 3:  Ambassadors can become the focus of a 
lot of negative sentiment.  If we are expecting a 
largely symbolic, or posh posting, we are likely to 
become discouraged when the embassy comes  
under attack!   

In our reading today we learn that every believer is an  
ambassador for Jesus Christ.  We are the means by which 
God is imploring the world to be reconciled through the 
Son!  So how do we view our ambassadorship?  Some just 
ignore the whole thing and never take up their duties.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, January 11:  

Read II Corinthians 5 (Continued) 

Some recognize it for the great honor that it is, and think it 
is going to be a lot of fancy receptions!  (This is the error of 
the prosperity gospel.)  Some understand the truth in  
II Corinthians 4:16-17:   

. . . Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet  
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our 
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal weight of glory that far outweighs them all.  

What are these light and momentary troubles that Paul is 
talking about?  In the context they are the tremendous 
struggles through which Paul has come in order to proclaim 
the Gospel (read II Corinthians 4:8-f).  He sums this up by 
saying: 

So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in 
you.             II Corinthians 4:12   

In short, if we are engaged in ministry, we shouldn’t be  
surprised if it has a cost.  That’s why Jesus told us what to 
expect ahead of time:   

“. . . If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you 
also. . .”                 John 15:20   

Now that we understand this, where does repentance come 
in?  If pressure from the world causes us to pull back from 
what God has called us to do, or if we think He has some-
how forsaken us, then repentance is the first thing to do as 
we turn to the Lord to find His strength! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, January 12:  

Read I Corinthians 1 

The final answer to the question: “Why might we, as  
Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 4: We get discouraged (even angry) with 
those who reject God’s gift of salvation.  For we for-
get that the cross is viewed somewhere between 
foolishness and an offense.   

We can see this clearly in our text:  

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those  
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved  
it is the power of God.       I Corinthians 1:18   

This tells us why so often the Gospel is not well received 
by the lost—at least not until the Holy Spirit has a chance 
to work on the heart.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, January 12:  

Read I Corinthians 1 (Continued) 

Despite its gentleness, mildness, and love, Charles Spurgeon 
observed this about the Gospel: 

There has never been anything which has caused more 
disturbance in the world than the Christian religion! 

Why would this be the case?  Consider these reasons that 
the Gospel might be considered offensive: 

• Because of the way in which it deals with human  
wisdom.  For it dismisses it and those who deem  
themselves wise sneer in return.   

• Because of its dogmatism.  For it says there is only one 
way to God, through the Son, and the world says it will 
not accept any such thing.   

• Because it is so simple.  Why even common people can 
respond and my intellect demands more!   

• Because it hurts the pride of man.  For it opposes our  
notions of human ability in terms of what we bring to  
the table, which is precisely nothing.  This dismissal of 
human worth naturally offends.   

So, when we get either angry with those who reject God’s 
gift of salvation or pull back because we get tired of the  
response, we know what to do!  Repent and trust in the 
power of the glorious grace Gospel message to change the 
heart.  For it is not really us people are rejecting, but God 
Himself.  Let Him deal with their hearts, ours is but to  
proclaim the truth! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 13: Read John 14 

I want to close this sequence on dealing with times of 
discouragement by adding a bit of balance.  For I do not 
want you to think that God is not an encourager.  In fact, it 
is Jesus Himself who said: 

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you  
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 
the Spirit of truth. . . you know Him for He dwells 
with you and will be in you.”       John 14:16-17 

The word translated helper means one who comes  
alongside to comfort, counsel, advocate, and encourage.  
This is a reference to the Holy Spirit, so it is God Himself 
who is going to come alongside each one of His children 
and provide help in need.   

What we need, as we go through things that discourage, 
varies greatly.  The point of our study of one particular 
time in Jeremiah’s life 
was simply to see that 
he didn’t need comfort 
in his moment of  
unbelief.  None of us 
do.  So God, as He  
always does, provided 
just what Jeremiah 
needed—the  
admonition to repent 
and trust.   

Other times, as we seek to hold fast in faith, the Holy Spirit 
will come alongside and strengthen our faith and let us 
know that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  This is the 
role of the parakletos (helper) of John 14:16.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 13: Read John 14 

(Continued) 

Let me close this section by encouraging you with words 
from the Book of Hebrews:  

All these people were still living by faith when they 
died.  They did not receive the things promised; they 
only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.  
And they admitted that they were aliens and 
strangers on earth. . . Instead, they were longing for 
a better country—a heavenly one.  Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for He has  
prepared a city for them.         Hebrews 11: 13-16  

This is the kind of attitude which God is trying to develop 
in each of us.  And, when we doubt that He is able, we 
need to repent and rest in His promises. 

 



Continuing in Hebrews 
Friday, January 14:  

Read Hebrews 3:1-6 

The first verse of our reading today helps us establish the 
audience for the Book of Hebrews: 

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly 
calling . . .               Hebrews 3:1 

Who do you suppose holy brothers might be?  And how 
about those who share in the heavenly calling?  The  
position we have taken from the beginning, is that the  
writer of Hebrews is communicating with a group of  
believers, and warning them about all kinds of things.  He 
is trying to head off failure, before it happens.   

This is why the Book of Hebrews is so good for us!  Do we 
need to be fore-
warned?  Do we need 
to constantly be on 
guard given the day in 
which we live?  Of 
course!  And, the best 
way to do that is to 
constantly return to 
the place where we  
mentally fix our 

. . . thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest 
whom we confess.             Hebrews 3:1  

We have already learned that this Jesus took on  
humanity so that,  

. . . by the grace of God He might taste death for  
everyone; so that by His death He might, destroy him 
who holds the power of death . . . and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death.               Hebrews 2:9, 14-15   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Friday, January 14:  

Read Hebrews 3:1-6 (Continued) 

And now in these opening verses of Chapter 3, more about 
our Savior:   

He was faithful to the One who appointed Him . . . 
                 Hebrews 3:2 

Over and over we see Jesus subordinating Himself to the 
will of the Father.  In fact, He reports back to the Father in 
prayer:  

“I have brought You glory on earth by completing 
the work You gave Me to do.       John 17:4  

Our writer has set up his audience perfectly, to make a 
point that is really going to grab their full attention.  And 
we need to make sure we don’t miss it!   

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than 
Moses. . . Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s 
house. . . Christ is faithful as a Son over God’s house.  
              Hebrews 3:3, 5-6  

Great as Moses was, Jesus is better!  Make no mistake 
about that!  We’ll continue tomorrow.  



Continuing in Hebrews 
Monday, January 17: Read Hebrews 12 

Picture this group that has come out of Judaism, a system 
which reveres Moses as the mediator who gave them the 
Law.  In their minds, he is on quite a pedestal!  Now in no 
uncertain terms, they have just been told that Jesus is bet-
ter—much better.  One is a servant, One is divine.  One 
lived a good life with a failure or two along the way, the 
other lived a perfect, sinless life and died to procure our 
redemption.   

It would be natural for you to say, “Why, of course, Jesus 
was better.  I know that!”  I know you do, but the writer of 
Hebrews told his audience what they needed to be con-
fronted with: Now let me confront you:   

• Since Jesus is better, why would you think of turning 
back to the lesser?  For these Jewish believers it was 
Judaism, for us, perhaps it is the formalism of our reli-
gious background, or the world.  But Jesus is better, 
why turn back?  



Continuing in Hebrews 
Monday, January 17: Read Hebrews 12

(Continued) 

• Further, Jesus is our  
example, the One on 
whom we should focus no 
matter what curveballs 
this life might throw our 
way.  When Jesus faced 
temptation, what was He?  
Faithful!  When He was 
hounded at very step by 
the religious leadership of 
His day, what was He?  
Faithful!  When He was 
rejected by His very own, 
and sentenced to a crimi-
nal’s death, what was He?  
Faithful to the Father’s 
will!   

• Consider this our first glimpse of a much greater ad-
monition to follow:   

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith . . .          Hebrews 12:1-2   

So what are we being encouraged to do? 

. . . hold on to our courage and the hope of which we 
boast.                 Hebrews 3:6  

Why?  Because Jesus is better, so fix your eyes upon Him 
and only Him!  



Continuing in Hebrews 
Tuesday, January 18:  

Read Ephesians 2:1-10 

Hebrews is full of warnings and admonitions to persevere.  
In no case are these presenting a salvation by persever-
ance message!  We will never rightly divide the message of 
this book unless we are straight on this.  Consider Verse 6:   

. . . And we are His house, if we hold on to our  
courage and the hope of which we boast. Hebrews 3:6   

In context, this is guidance to holy brethren, to those who 
share in the heavenly calling, to those called to fix their 
thoughts on Jesus (Hebrews 3:1) and endure, to those who 
are called to exercise faith in the day of trial—following the 
example of the great Captain of our faith—the Lord Jesus!   
Jesus is our example.  Was He saved by His perseverance?  
No, the perfect Son of God needed no salvation.  Rather, 
He was glorified to the place of highest honor in the uni-
verse for His obedience to the will of the Father.  And we 
are called to follow His example of perseverance, not for 
eternal life, but for blessing in time and reward for eternity! 

Now, you need to be aware that there is a common, but  
erroneous, interpretation of this passage that says it is a 
test of who is saved.  The saved will persevere—can only 
do so—and the unsaved will not.  This is to terribly muddle 
the process of justification and sanctification!  Specifically, 
this is to confuse the process of spiritual birth and spiritual 
growth.  Further, the entire idea is completely refuted by 
the Book of Hebrews.  As we have seen, the Exodus  
generation drank from the Spiritual Rock that accompanied 
them—Jesus Christ.  Yet they are a classic example of the 
failure of the saved to persevere!  As you can see, there 
are some important issues of interpretation at stake here, 
and I would like us to ponder them for a bit.   

We will consider two views of the Christian Life, one today 
and one tomorrow.   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Tuesday, January 18:  

Read Ephesians 2:1-10 (Continued) 

View 1: Justification and Sanctification are a  
package deal.   

View 1 holds that receipt of eternal life and being a full-
blown disciple are inseparable.  In this false theology, you 
are saved if you deny self, are totally surrendered and to-
tally committed, are obedient in all things, turn for all sin, 
and do so to the very end of your life.  In fact, in this 
scheme, you can’t even know if you are saved until the end 
of your life when you finally know if you have persevered.   
Who believes this?  Why some very influential people!  

Jesus is Lord of all, and the faith He demands involves 
unconditional surrender.      John MacArthur   

So, in this theology, whosoever believes has eternal life  
becomes whosoever unconditionally surrenders has eternal 
life.  Only one of those is found in Scripture.  Now, I agree 
that surrender is a good thing in a maturing Christian, but 
is it the way to be born again, and receive eternal life?  
MacArthur says so—the Bible does not!  Or how about this: 

In our own presentation of Christ’s Gospel, therefore, 
we need to lay a similar stress on the cost of following 
Christ, and make sinners face it soberly before we urge 
them to respond to the message of free forgiveness.  
In common honesty, we must not conceal the fact that 
free forgiveness in one sense will cost everything. 

Free forgiveness costs you everything.      J I Packer 

For by grace are you saved, through faith . . . it is the 
gift of God . . .             Ephesians 2:8-9   

These two are not saying the same thing—not even close.  
The first is a direct contradiction of the latter.  Is there an-
other view?  Come back tomorrow!  



Continuing in Hebrews 
Wednesday, January 19:  

Read I Peter 1 

View 2: Justification and Sanctification are two  
distinctly different aspects of our so-great salvation.   

To receive eternal life, and to become a disciple that will be  
commended by the Lord, are most certainly not the same 
thing!  One requires faith at a point of time, the other  
requires faith over the course of a lifetime!   

You should already have a sense that View 1 is not Biblical, 
but how about View 2?  Let’s start with justification:  

. . . Abraham believed God and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness . . . But to him who does not 
work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is accounted for righteousness.  Romans 4:3,5   

Abraham was justified by faith when He responded to a 
promise from God.  There was still lots of work to do in his 
life with respect to sanctification.  So too, the New  
Testament saint who turns in faith to Christ is justified!  

But now the righteousness of God . . . even the  
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, 
too all and on all who believe . . .     Romans 3:21-22  

Do you see a cost?  How about unconditional surrender or 
perseverance?  It is very simple: A lost person has nothing 
to offer God!   

Now how about sanctification?   

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. . .this is the will of God, 
your sanctification.      I Thessalonians 1:1, 4:3 

 



Continuing in Hebrews 
Wednesday, January 19:  
Read I Peter 1 (Continued) 

To the Church, that is, those already saved, God’s will is  
sanctification!  The root of sanctify also means holy, so it is 
no surprise the saved child of God is called to holiness:  

. . . as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in 
all your conduct . . .           I Peter 1:15    

While we are at it, let me show you the process of faith  
leading to justification followed by growth leading to  
sanctification:   

To the Jews who had believed Him, Jesus said, “If 
you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples.”  
                 John 8:31  

Do you see it?  Jesus connects discipleship with growth for 
those who have first believed!  Let me suggest the reason 
there is so much confusion on this subject is because far 
too many who have believed have not held to Jesus teach-
ing.  The solution is not to change the Gospel, it is to be 
about the business of spiritual growth!  Consider this graph-
ic which shows the difference between becoming a believer 
and growing as one. 



Continuing in Hebrews 
Thursday, January 20:  

Read I Timothy 3 

Our theology on both eternal salvation and the Christian 
Life needs to come from the clear record of God’s revela-
tion to us and not the musings of the mind of man.  The 
Word of God shows one condition for man’s justification 
before a holy God—faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  And, God’s word shows many aspects of sanctifica-
tion: deny self, take up one’s cross, abide in Christ, fix your 
eyes upon Jesus, hold on to the courage and hope which 
we confess!   

Do these require surrender?  Absolutely!  But they follow 
one’s spiritual birth rather than being a means of working 
for it!  For to make sanctification a requirement for salva-
tion, as far to many do, is to put an impossible obstacle in 
front of a lost person.  Further, it is to completely nullify 
the grace of God and to grossly misstate a Gospel message 
which is meant to be a free gift from God to desperately 
needy and undeserving mankind.    

Perhaps you are wondering why we spent a number of 
days on this topic.  The reason is simple: I am a champion 
of the Gospel and the grace of God and I hate it when it is 
distorted or used as a means to manipulate people.  Be-
cause I reject sanctification as the means of becoming a 
child of God, does that mean I promote a sloppy Christian 
Life?  Absolutely not, and that brings us back to Hebrews:   

. . . And we are His house, if we hold on to our  
courage and the hope. . .            Hebrews 3:6 

We are His house, this passage is corporate in nature.  It is 
about the Church.   

For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 
household. . .          I Peter 4:17  



Continuing in Hebrews 
Thursday, January 20:  

Read I Timothy 3 (Continued) 

If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of 
the truth.            I Timothy 3:15   

We are the church and fulfilling our God ordained calling 
when we collectively persevere in the faith, when we are 
being transformed into His likeness, and when we hold out 
the truth of how a lost person can get right with God.  That 
is why we do not present the Gospel as an impossible  
hurdle which we ourselves are still seeking to achieve,  but 
instead a gift from God to those who will turn to Jesus 
Christ, and put their trust in Him.   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Friday, January 21:  

Read Hebrews 3:7-11 

John Wycliffe said the following seven centuries ago:   

It shall greatly help thee to understand Scripture if 
thou mark not only what is spoken or written, but of 
whom and to whom, with what words, at what time, 
where, and to what intent, under what circumstances, 
considering what goeth before and what followeth. 

As you can see, this is part of the approach we take every 
week in interpreting God’s Word.  For he is encouraging us 
to consider content, context, and audience.  Audience and 
context we have already considered extensively: Hebrews 
is written to a group of Jewish converts who, because of 
the challenges of the Christian Life, have gotten a little bit 
wobbly in the faith.  By wobbly we simply mean they have 
gotten their eyes on their circumstances and they are  
looking around for a way out.  In particular, they are  
thinking about returning to that from which they were 
saved—Judaism.      

    



Continuing in Hebrews 
Friday, January 21:  

Read Hebrews 3:7-11 (Continued) 

This is one of the things that makes the Book of Hebrews 
such a great reminder for us.  For we too sometimes get 
wobbly in the faith, and turn back to what we think is going 
to be the comfort of the world.  If we pay attention to the 
Book of Hebrews, we’ll be cured of that drastic error.   

How about content?  All of today’s reading is actually a 
quote from Psalm 95.  This is going to be very interesting—
for we are going to need to understand the context of 
Psalm 95, and then how that might apply to this group of 
Jewish believers—and by extension, us.  A great place to 
start is the opening phrase:  

So, as the Holy 
Spirit says. . .   
    Hebrews 3:7  

What is the source 
of Scripture?   

All Scripture is 
God-breathed . . .  
  II Tmothy 3:16  

And where does the 
Holy Spirit come in?   

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit.             II Peter 1:21 

Since it was the Holy Spirit who inspired the psalmist to 
write Psalm 95, it makes perfect sense it might have some 
application in our day.  That’s where we will be taking up 
our discussion tomorrow!      

 



Continuing in Hebrews 
Monday, January 24: Read Psalm 95 

. . . “I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from  
under the yoke of the Egyptians . . . I will redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts 
of judgment.”                Exodus 6:6   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Monday, January 24: Read Psalm 95 

(Continued) 

The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat Me with contempt?  How Long will they refuse 
to believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I 
have performed among them? . . . I have forgiven 
them, as you asked.  Nevertheless, as surely as I live 
and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole 
earth, not one of the men who saw My glory and the 
miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the  
desert but who disobeyed Me and tested Me ten 
times—not one of them will ever see the land I 
promised on oath to their forefathers.  No one who 
has treated Me with contempt will ever see it.”   
          Numbers 14:11, 20-23   

For forty years I was angry with that generation . . . 
                Psalm 95:10   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Tuesday, January 25:  
Read I Corinthians 10 

So, we have the Exodus generation, all those over the age 
of 20, told that they are going to wander in the desert for 
40 years.  This is their punishment because they treated 
God with such great contempt after He had thoroughly 
demonstrated His ability to meet their every need.   

Here is the part you dare not miss.  It may be counterintui-
tive, but you dare not miss it: 

The Exodus generation were believers,  
who were being disciplined by the  

One who saved them!   

Perhaps you are wondering, “How can that be that they 
were believers?”  Let me show you:   

1. In Exodus 4, when Moses and Aaron brought the  
message of deliverance from God, it says, “they  
believed . . . and worshipped .”   

2. Those who marched out of Egypt, came out under the 
blood of the Passover Lamb.  This lamb, of course,  was 
a type of Jesus.   

3. Following their passage through the Red Sea, the text of 
Scripture says the following:   

So the LORD saved Israel that day . . . so the people 
feared the LORD, and believed the LORD . . .  
               Exodus 14:30-31   

The Hebrew construction in this verse is identical to that in 
Genesis 15 where it says: 

Abraham believed the LORD, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.         Genesis 15:6   

 



Continuing in Hebrews 
Tuesday, January 25:  

Read I Corinthians 10 (Continued) 

4. Then the New Testament clinches it on two counts: 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, 
brothers, that our forefathers were all under the 
cloud and that they all passed through the sea.  
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual food and 
drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from 
the spiritual rock that accompanied them and that 
rock was Christ.      I Corinthians 10:1-4  

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as 
on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so 
they were drowned.         Hebrews 11:29   

If you have drunk from the rock that is Christ, you have 
believed.  And do you think God would use unbelievers to 
illustrate the concept of faith in that great 11th Chapter of 
Hebrews listing the faithful?  Hardly!  These were saved 
people, who suffered the consequences for failing to trust 
God.  Perhaps you can see why the writer of Hebrews is 
using them as an example to warn us away from doing the 
same thing!  

   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Wednesday, January 26:  

Read I Peter 2 

So, what am I trying to get you to understand?  It is simple, 
as we continue in Hebrews Chapters 3, 4, 5, and 6, we have 
a message from God to the saved, not to the unsaved.  
There is no mention of coming out of the darkness and into 
the light, no mention of turning to faith in Christ; instead, 
Hebrews Chapter 3 starts with: 

Therefore, holy brothers who share in the heavenly 
calling . . .              Hebrews 3:1 

As we have already seen, holy brothers are of the house-
hold of faith, and only believers share in a heavenly calling.  
So then, in Verses 7 and 8, we must realize that this is a 
message being applied to us with application to the Chris-
tian Life, when it says:   

Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of 
testing in the desert. . . 

We must not harden our hearts, and we must not turn  
away in unbelief!  If we do, we, too, 
can spend our lives in a spiritual wil-
derness of our own making.  What 
an absolutely powerful illustration of 
our need to live in dependent obedi-
ence upon the promises and provi-
sion of God!   

To incorrectly identify the above as a message to the lost, 
means that we, the saved, can ignore it!  That is the  
farthest thing from God’s intent, and we do so at great, 
great peril!   



          
Continuing in Hebrews 

Wednesday, January 26:  
Read I Peter 2 (Continued) 

You see, the word translated harden is the word from which 
we get the English 
word sclerosis.  Our 
souls can become 
hardened to the voice 
of the Lord as revealed 
in His Word.  If we do, 
we will turn from Him 
to what this world 
falsely promises.   

Perish the thought that 
we would ever do so, 
for that is how one 
squanders his or her 
spiritual life!   

You see, becoming a 
child of God is the re-
sult of coming to faith 
in who Jesus is and 
what He has done—a 
decision made in a 
moment of time.  But 
the Christian Life is a moment-by-moment walk of depend-
ent faith that is the result of growth:  

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now 
that you have tasted that the Lord is good.     
                  I Peter 2:2-3   



Continuing in Hebrews 
Thursday, January 27:  

Read John 16: 1-15 

Almost everything in our environment seeks to draw us 
away from the Lord, and deaden our senses to spiritual 
things.  That is why it is so important for us to spend daily 
time in the Word, fellowship with like-minded believers, 
and assemble for worship.  For these things tend to pro-
mote spiritual vitality.   Anyone who teaches that this pro-
cess is automatic for the Christian, has no life experience, 
and has never grasped the context of the New Testament 
letters to the churches.  Our experience teaches us how 
easily Christians get confused by error and swallowed up 
by the world.  Every New Testament epistle is cautionary in 
tone.  Because those things are likely to happen.   

On the positive side, this is what is in store, what God 
wants to do, for those who come to Him through His Word:   

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide 
you into all truth. . . .He will bring glory to Me by  
taking from what is mine and making it known to 
you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine . . .”  
             John 16:13-15  

The Holy Spirit is our teacher.  He will guide us into all 
truth.  But what is this truth and where do we find it?   
Jesus prayed specifically about this:  

 “Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.”   
               John 17:17  

As we study and sit under good teaching, the Holy Spirit 
guides into the truth. We should be blown away by this:  
what the Word contains, and the Spirit communicates, is 
that which belongs to the Father, and has been given to 
the Son.  That which is the Father’s, has been given to the 
Son, and is in turn passed down to us by the Spirit.  Put 
yourself in a position to receive.  



          
Continuing in Hebrews 

Friday, January 28:  
Read II Samuel 11:1-12:14  

I have tried to make clear that it is possible for believers— 
born-again children of God—to harden their hearts.  Not  
only that, they can grieve and quench the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives.  Today, we’ll look at a very clear 
example of this.  You will agree with me that David’s adul-
tery, deceit, and murder were grossly sinful.  By the time 
we arrive at II Samuel 12, it has been at least 11 months 
since the sin of adultery.   

In the first few verses of chapter 12, Nathan unfolds a story 
to David, in order to deliver a message from God.  Now  
remember, this is the David who is said to be a man after 
God’s own heart, the writer of deeply spiritual psalms, and 
the one who on a number of occasions is said to be filled 
with the Spirit.  So, how does David do with the simple 
story and its obvious spiritual undercurrent?  I got it right 
away, did you?  David is completely clueless and even pro-
nounces judgment upon himself!  How could this be?  His 
unrepentant sin has hardened his heart, and he has lost all 
spiritual sensitivity.  David speaks of his condition in sin:   

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away . . . Day 
and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my 
strength was sapped . . . Then I acknowledged my sin 
to You and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, “I will  
confess my transgressions to the LORD”—and You  
forgave the guilt of my sin.        Psalm 32:3-5 

In misery, David found relief only in confessing to the Lord.  
The writer of Hebrews warns us about turning away and 
hardening our hearts, because, if it could happen to David, 
it could happen to anyone who is caught unawares.  But 
praise God, we have been forewarned, and as we continue 
our study, we are going to be equipped!  



Abiding in Christ 
Monday, January 31: Read I Samuel 13 

You know the refrain of this great old hymn:   

Trust and obey, for there's no other way to be happy 
in Jesus, but to trust and obey.  

As we close the first month of 2022, I want to take you 
back to our theme for this year: Abiding in Christ!  Let me 
suggest that to trust and obey  is very much related to our 
call to Abide in Christ.  In short, let me suggest that neither 
you n 

or I are abiding in Christ, if we are not walking in  
faithful obedience.  It is not hard to illustrate this point: 
Why did Moses get into such trouble with the Lord that he 
could not enter the Promised Land?   

Because you did not trust in Me enough to honor Me 
as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not 
bring this community into the land I give them.  
             Numbers 20:12   

How did Moses not honor God as holy?  By not obeying 
God’s command to speak to the rock as God had instructed 
(Numbers 20:8).  It would seem that trust and obey was a 
momentary problem for Moses—with great consequences!  
Why was Saul rejected as Israel’s first king?  Here is Saul’s 
excuse:  

. . . When I saw that the men were scattering, and 
that you did not come at the set time, and that the  
Philistines were assembling at Micmash. . .I felt  
compelled to offer the burnt offering.    
             I Samuel 13:11-12 

 



          
Abiding in Christ 

Monday, January 31: Read I Samuel 13
(Continued) 

And here is the prophet Samuel’s response:   

“You have acted foolishly” . . . “You have not kept the 
command the LORD your God gave you . . .  your  
kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a 
man after His own heart and appointed him leader of 
His people, because you have not kept the LORD’S 
command.“          I Samuel 13:13-14   

Saul panicked because the men were scattering with an  
enemy nearby—that was a failure to trust in the Lord.  And 
then he disobeyed the command of God by acting as both 
king and priest.  It would seem trust and obey is quite a 
Biblical issue with lots riding on it!  Perhaps you are  
wondering if it applies to this, the time of the Church?  You 
will have to see as we more fully develop the concept of 
abiding in Christ over the course of the coming year; but for 
now, let me leave you with this thought for those who trust 
and obey:   

Then in fellowship sweet  

we will sit at His feet,  

or we'll walk by His side in the way;  

what He says we will do,  

where He sends we will go;  
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