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Foreword 
Although we will be focusing on Hebrews, I Corinthians, 
and Jeremiah this month, as you know by now, our pur-
suit of understanding will take 
us to many other portions of 
Scripture as well.  I trust that 
you have found it to simply be 
a blessing to be in God’s Word.  
His Word is alive and powerful 
and provides everything we 
need for matters of faith and 
practice pertaining to the 
Christian Life.   

I have found that to be un-
questionably true in my own 
life—and if you will put God to 
the test on this matter, you will find it to be true in your 
own life as well.  God bless you in the reading of His time-
less truths! 

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, March 1: Read Proverbs 27 

We have looked at the negative side—guard yourself 
against a sinful unbelieving heart that turns from God.  
Here is the positive side: 

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 
called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened 
by sin’s deceitfulness.                    Hebrews 3:13   

Why do we gather together as a body of believers?  To 
encourage one another daily!  Why do we fellowship 
around the things of the Lord?  To encourage one another 
daily!   

What should really catch our attention is the Greek word 
translated encourage.  It is in the family of words used to 

describe the  
Holy Spirit.  Lit-
erally, the word 
means one who 
comes along-
side and en-
courages, com-
forts, entreats, 
and gives in-
struction.  It is 
very close to 
the idea of a 
coach—one 
who encour-

ages us to persevere when that is what we need, and 
chews us out when we deserve it.    

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, March 1: Read Proverbs 27 

(Continued) 

Be sure you understand the implications of this message.  
There are two things we must note:  

1. We are to be to one another what the Holy Spirit is to 
us!  Stated another way, part of the way the Holy Spir-
it works within the Body of Christ is to use believers to 
encourage each other, to warn each other, and even 
on occasion to rebuke each other. 

2. Why is this necessary?  Because sin is very, very de-
ceitful.  Both our sin nature, which is on the inside, 
and the temptations that come from the world without 
will promise that which is good while delivering the  
opposite.  If we listen for any length of time, hardness 
of heart will result. 

This is what happened to those you know who, at one 
time, seemed to have a bona fide spiritual walk.  First, 
they were deceived by sin, and then they became hard-

ened by perpetuating that sin.  We 
must at all costs avoid this turning 
away.   

This passage is telling you and me, 
as brothers and sisters in Christ,  
that we play a role in keeping that 
from happening to one another!  
To do so, we have to encourage 
each other as often as possible in 
the truths of the faith: 

As iron sharpens iron, so one 
man sharpens another.   
           Proverbs 27:17   



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, March 2: 

Read Colossians 2 

We have a marvelous picture of what God intends the 
Christian life to be in Hebrews 3:14: 

For we have become partakers of Christ . . .  

Each of us should aspire to be a partaker of Christ.  But, 
how do we achieve such a glorious status?  The rest of 
the verse makes that clear as well:  

. . . if we hold the beginning of our confidence stead-
fast to the end. 

This is a call to persevere in the faith.  We have the goal 
of being a partaker, and we also have the means to do 
so—steadfastness, or perseverance, in the faith.   

Let’s expand on this a bit.  The 
word translated partaker means to 
be a partner, associate, or to have 
a share with.  This is not a call to 
come to faith in Christ, this is a 
call to the child of God to abide in 
the One in whom he has believed.  
A brand new child of God has 
changed his or her eternal destiny, 
and has eternal life.  Does that 
new believer yet manifest a Christ-
like character, the fruits of the 
Spirit, and the works that God has 
prepared in advance for him or 
her?  No!  This does not come immediately, not yet.  Eve-
ry Christian must persevere in walking by the Spirit to  

Continued on the next page.  



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, March 2:   

Read Colossians 2 (Continued) 

achieve this goal.  By persevering along the way, each 
Christian will increasingly become a partaker of Christ!   

We are to hold steadfastly, until the end, with the same 
confidence we had at first.  The word translated to hold, is 
to hold fast to and retain something you already have.  
Again, these are believers who are being told to keep 
right on trusting in God and His promises, in the same 
way they did when they trusted in Christ unto eternal life.  
This is a Colossians 2:6 kind of admonition: 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as LORD, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. 

This is a call to wobbly Christians everywhere to keep 
trusting.  Why?  Because of what it leads to.  In the lan-
guage of Hebrews 3, it leads to becoming partakers of 
Christ.  In the words of John 15 we learn to abide in 
Christ.  I want you to see that this is a pervasive message 
of Scripture, so here is another glorious description of the 
child of God that is very much related: 

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those He 
predestined, He also called; those He called, He also 
justified; those He justified, He also glorified.    
                  Romans 8:29-30 

A partaker of Christ and predestined to be conformed to 
His likeness.  What a salvation God has provided for those 
who will trust in Him! 



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, March 3: Read Matthew 8 

I would like to spend some time summarizing what we 
have learned about belief and unbelief in the life of the 
child of God, and why it is such an important issue to 
grasp.  Let’s work our way one concept at a time:   

1. It is certainly true to say that unbelief is a major prob-
lem for the lost. 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.          John 3:36   

Note carefully, that we don’t start in a neutral position.  
We start under the wrath of God, for we are born: 

 . . . dead in trespasses and sins . . . like the rest . . . 
objects of wrath.             Ephesians 2:1-3   

If we don’t change our standing through belief in the 
Son, it is wrath for all eternity! 

2. However our study of Hebrews, Chapter 3, is dealing 
with unbelief on the part of the saved.  In fact, the en-
tire Book of Hebrews is trying to stimulate faith and, at 
the same time, identify the tremendous consequences 
associated with unbelief for an audience of Christians.  
We shouldn’t be surprised at this.  Jesus chided His 
disciples with the following and at least some of them 
were saved at the time: 

. . . “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” 
                   Matthew 8:26   

Continued on the next page. 



 
Book of Hebrews 

Thursday, March 3: Read Matthew 8 
(Continued) 

This is also why, in the New Testament epistles, you 
will find admonitions to the church—that would be 
saved people—to stand firm in the faith, to walk by 
faith, to live by faith, and so on.   

3. Now why do I think it is so important for us to be ever 
so sensitive to the call to live by faith, and constantly 
be on guard against our propensity to think, and then 
act, in unbelief?  Two reasons: First, as discussed, it is 
so easy to do.  The world, the flesh, and Satan all col-
lude to cause us to doubt and become enamored with 
the things of this world rather than things above.   
Second, there are a number of theologies today that 
teach that if you fall into unbelief, then you are not  
really saved. 

In my experience, this causes many to try to live a 
Christian Life that is respectable on the outside, while 
completely covering up the internal struggle to trust in 
God and His Word.  When this happens, these false 
theologies have misled the child of God.  We are not to 
be a cover-up people.  Rather, as the Book of Hebrews 
makes clear, we are to be a people who are constantly 
on guard against unbelief—because it is a real and  
pervasive risk.   

We gather to hear the Word that it might stimulate 
faith. We gather to worship that the eyes of faith 
would be occupied with our Savior.  We enjoy fellow-
ship that we might stimulate one another to walk by 
faith.  We are not a cover-up people.  Rather, we are a 
people who are meant to be engaged in the struggle to 
live in dependent trust upon God and His promises, un-
til the Lord calls us home.  



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, March 4: Read Hebrews 11 

We pick up where we left off yesterday:   

4. Unbelief starts in the heart.  It is an internal turning 
from God and/or the rejection of His Word as truth.  
This, in turn, is the root cause of so much of our daily 
failures.  Let’s just call it what Hebrews 3:12 calls it: 
evil!   

5. To steer clear of unbelief we need exhortation—daily!  
No one walks by faith on autopilot.  Nor is it, despite 
the false teaching mentioned yesterday, something 
that is automatic for the believer.  We will only walk by 
faith if we take the admonition seriously and do those 
things that stimulate faith—starting with:  

. . . Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the  
Word of God.                Romans 10:17 

Then we must acknowledge that ultimately:   

. . . the fruit of the Holy Spirit is . . . Faithfulness . . .  
              Galatians 5:22 

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, March 4: Read Hebrews 11 

(Continued) 

6. We too often treat sin as if it is limited to some terrible 
form of immorality.  Immorality is sin, but sin has a 
much greater scope of operation.  You see, the Bible 
tells us that sin is deceitful.  It often looks fair and  
reasonable, but is foul!  Much of what tempts us is no 
more than an effort to get us to believe a lie—just like 
Satan’s efforts with Eve in the garden.  What is the  
antidote for a deception?  The truth!  It is no wonder 
that when Jesus prays for the sanctification of both His 
disciples and all those who would later believe in Him, 
He asks the Father to: 

Sanctify them with the truth, your Word is truth. 
                   John 17:17 

That is why when a church fellowship gathers for worship 
they need to hear the Word expounded.  For sermonettes, 
personal stories, and the like never sanctified anyone. If 

we are not set apart unto 
the Lord by the clear 
teaching and understand-
ing of His Word, we will 
never walk by faith.  If we 
do not walk by faith, we 
will never please our Lord 
and Savior:   

And without faith it is  
impossible to please God, 
because anyone who 
comes to Him must  
believe that He exists and 
that He rewards those 
who earnestly seek Him.     
      Hebrews 11:6 

 



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, March 7: Read Acts 16 

Since we have been pondering the topic of faith for some 
days now, I have one more aspect of this essential topic 
that I would like to challenge you to think through: 

1. By now, we should know that in God’s offer of salva-
tion to mankind, the one necessary response on the 
part of man is faith in the person and work of Jesus!   
As an example: 

. . . “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They  
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved . . .”            Acts 16:30-31   

The lost and desperately needy Philippian jailer wanted 
to know what he had to do to get saved, and Paul and 
Silas mentioned just one thing—believe in the Lord  
Jesus Christ ! 

2. To exercise faith, although abstract in nature, is a sim-
ple and easily understood concept.  It deals with the 
truthfulness and/or reliability of a particular object—
whether information or a person—and our response to 
it.  Consider how Jesus speaks of faith in the following: 

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  
                    Luke 18:17 

3. You see, even a little child has developed the ability to 
have faith in an object, like a parent, that they have 
found to be trustworthy. There are a number of theo-
logical systems that, for their own purposes, like to 
complicate the concept of faith by adding such things 
as sincerity, level of commitment, and perseverance.  
When they do so, they are forced to go so far as to say 
that only an adult is capable of exercising faith.   

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, March 7: Read Hebrews 11 

(Continued) 
Here is their error: These meanings are not part of the 
Greek words translated faith or trust (nouns that mean 
exactly the same thing) or to believe (the verb form of 
the same word).  In other words, God’s word puts no 
such restrictions between a person and their salvation.    
The only requirement is to believe in the person and 
work of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

That is why even a child can enter the kingdom of 
heaven through faith!  We must be careful that we 
never force our theology into the text of Scripture, or 
allow someone else to force an unscriptural theology 
on us! 

4. This brings me to two questions that I think will chal-
lenge you to think through this whole subject more 
carefully and hopefully increase your understanding: 

• Question #1: Is faith simple or complex?  By this 
I mean: Is faith something that a child can exercise 
or is it simply too sophisticated a concept for an im-
mature mind to deal with?  Does a person need to 
be an adult and have advanced education, perhaps 
even a degree, in order to have faith?  

• Question #2:  Is faith easy or hard?  By this I 
mean: Does it come naturally and effortlessly, like 
breathing, or is it hard in that it may take time to 
develop, have obstacles to overcome, and perhaps 
a number of failures along the way?   

With these two questions, I have set us up for some inter-
esting followup tomorrow. 



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, March 8: Read Matthew 11 

So let’s go back to work on our first question: Is faith sim-
ple or complex?  Well, in 
the realm of the natural, it 
looks pretty simple.  The 
child is out at the edge of 
the diving board and Mom 
says, “Go ahead and jump, 
I’ve got you.”   

Apparently, the decision 
process was simple enough 
for this little guy that he 
decided to trust his Mom 
and jump!  But, of course, 
what we are really interest-
ed in is the spiritual realm.  
How does it work in that 
case?   

When Paul told the Philippi-
an jailer, who desperately wanted to know, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” was He asking 
him to do something simple or complex?  When Jesus said 
to those buried under the religious requirements of their 
day: “Come to Me all you who are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28), was He asking 
them to do something simple or complex?   

In both cases, it is simply a matter of choosing to believe 
or choosing to come!  It is not a complex process at all, 
but very simple.   

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, March 8: Read Matthew 11 

(Continued) 

Placing one’s faith in the Son of God and His completed 
work on the cross in order to have eternal life is not a 
complex process, but very simple.  It is a matter of choos-
ing to believe in Jesus in contrast to all other options. 
That brings us to our second question: Is faith easy or 
hard?   

Now this young man wanted to give the high dive a try for 
the first time, and his Dad is right on the side of the pool 
encouraging him and telling him he’ll be fine.  Nonethe-
less, he is finding trusting in the words of his Father to be 
quite difficult.  Why is that?  Because his view of circum-
stances is at odds with the Father’s call to trust.   

This same thing happens to us in the spiritual realm.  We 
have trouble trusting in what is unseen or we do not want 
to put our trust in something outside of ourselves.  We 
can come up with all kinds of reasons not to exercise 
faith, and that is what makes it hard.  Let’s see if we can 
draw this all together tomorrow. 



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, March 9:   

Read Hebrews 3 

After the past two days, I trust you have followed the 
thread of ideas I have been trying to unfold.  Faith is so 
simple that even a child can exercise it.  In fact, they do 
so all the time.  This is why, over and over again, the 
Scriptures lay out the Gospel in terms of whosoever will, 
all men, everyone, and so on.  Everyone can choose to 
exercise faith in the person and work of Christ.   

On the other hand, the exercise of faith can be hard in the 
sense that there may be many hurdles to overcome.  Take 
a student on one of our college campuses who has been 
fed a steady diet of evolutionary theory and anti-God rhet-
oric.  Turning from current beliefs to faith in Jesus is going 
to be hard to do.  There will be many obstacles to over-
come.  That student has been told so many lies and, of 
course, Satan seeks to blind him or her to the truth.   

Thankfully, the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to convict them of 
the truth of sin, righteousness, and judgment!   What a 
mighty spiritual battle goes on in the soul of the lost as 
they are drawn by God to turn from all that they have 
come to believe to the truth of the Gospel!  In fact, it is so 
difficult that it is a good thing that faith is the only role we 
have in salvation, for that alone is more than enough of a 
challenge.  If it were not for the drawing of the Father, 
the elevated Son, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, it 
would never happen.   

The same challenge continues for the child of God.  Some 
teach that the walk of faith is automatic for the true be-
liever, but nothing could be further from the truth.  Why 
did Peter start to sink after beginning his walk upon the  

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, March 9:   

Read Hebrews 3 (Continued) 

water?  He started by faith, but then the wind and waves 
caused him to doubt!  You see, the circumstances of this 
world—the many struggles we encounter—often make it 
very hard for us to continue to believe that our Lord and 
Savior has everything under control.  That brings us back 
to where we started:  

We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till 
the end the confidence we had at first.      
                      Hebrews 3:14  

This is a call, pure and simple, to persevere in the faith, 
an essential component of the Christian Life.  How do we 
persevere?  To persist in simple dependent trust, even 
when it becomes hard, can be accomplished by remaining 

in the Word of God, fellow-
shipping with the people of 
God, and being filled with 
the Spirit of God!   It will 
never be automatic; but  
rather it will take great at-
tention to detail on our part.  
But our God has provided 
everything we need for life 
and godliness, that we 
might escape the corruption 
of this world and participate 
in His divine nature. (II Pe-
ter 1:3-4)  Our God pro-
vides everything—ours is 
but to believe and to keep 
on believing! 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, March 10: Read Philemon 1 

(I Corinthians 9:24-27) 

If our I Corinthians passage made sense to people in 
Paul’s day, it should doubly do so today.  Although there 
were some benefits to athletic prowess in his day, it was 
nothing like the prestige, notoriety, and money available 
in our day for athletes who excel.  Yet, no matter how 
great the athlete, his or her time eventually passes and 
his or her star fades.  Paul’s point is that spiritual service, 
particularly in terms of sharing the Gospel, leads to a 
crown, an eternal reward, that will last forever.   

He is no fool to give up what he cannot keep  
in order to gain what he can never lose.  

This was the heart of martyred missionary Jim Elliott and 
should be ours as well.  It has great application on the 

             Continued on the next page. 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, March 10: Read Philemon 1 

(I Corinthians 9:24-27) (Continued) 

street we live just as it did in the jungles of Ecuador.  Now 
when Paul talks about being disqualified, he is not saying 
that he is worried about losing his salvation, but rather 
losing out on the eternal reward of I Corinthians 3 and 
even the good things we can have in Christ in this life: 

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so 
that you will have a full understanding of every good 
thing we have in Christ.           Philemon 1:6   

I like the way that evangelist Mark Cahill says it:   

300 million years from now the only thing that will  
matter is who is in heaven and who isn’t . . . we 
need to realize the value of other people in the eyes 
of God . . . when we die, we get to go to heaven 
and we get to bring as many people with us as we 
want to—that’s the mind set that drives me to share 
my faith!   

When Cahill says 
that we can “bring 
as many people 
with us as we want 
to,” he is talking 
about the potential 
that is there every 
time we share the 
Gospel.  We never 
know who is at the 
point of belief as 
the Lord draws 
and the Holy Spirit 
convicts.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, March 11:  

Read I Corinthians 10 
This chapter is just packed.  There are three surprises  
contained in the first 13 verses.  Today we will discuss 
Surprise Number One: the Exodus Generation believed in 
Jesus Christ and were saved!  How can that be?  Look at 
the text in Verses 3-4, those who came out with Moses: 

. . . all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same 
spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock 
that accompanied them and that Rock was Christ.  

But Jesus hadn’t even been born at the time of the Exo-
dus.  Although He came more than a thousand years lat-
er, the Israelites had celebrated the very first Passover 
just before leaving Egypt.  They had taken a lamb without 
blemish, killed it, and used its blood to protect themselves 
from the Angel of Death.  Furthermore, they were to do 
this every year from then on.  Now Hebrews 10:1 says:  

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are 
coming—and not the realities themselves.  

So if you were an Israelite at the time of the Exodus, to 
trust in the Passover Lamb to protect you from the de-
stroying angel and to later trust in the Mosaic Law to deal 
with sin, you were trusting in Jesus Christ in shadow form.  
Look at how I Corinthians 5:7 makes the connection:  

. . . Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.  

All the Jewish feasts speak of Christ.  The degree of  
revelation has changed, but salvation has always been 
through faith (Genesis 15:6), and the object of faith has 
always been Jesus Christ.  He is the central figure of all 
human history and the central character in the Biblical 
storyline.  It is through Him that God is revealed to us. 
(John 1:18)  It is through Him that we can be reconciled to 
our heavenly Father. (John 14:6) 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, March 14: Read Hebrews 12 

(I Corinthians 10:5) 

Surprise Number Two is that God disciplines those He 
loves—and His discipline is serious business.  In I Corinthi-
ans 10:4, it is clear that the Exodus generation had be-
lieved.  Nonetheless, in Verse 5, it is equally clear that God 
was not pleased with most of them.  Are you following?  It 
is possible for God to be displeased with His own saved 
people.  His displeasure leads to something that many 
have difficulty explaining, simply because their theology 
doesn’t take into account something I refer to as the di-
vine woodshed.  You will find reference to this in this 
chapter of Hebrews, Verses 11 and 12:  

My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD,  
nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;   
For whom the LORD loves, He chastens, and scourges 
every son whom He receives . . . Now no chastening 
seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; never-
theless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.   

Whom the Lord loves, He chastens.  That is a pretty 
straightforward statement, isn’t it?  God is always at work 
shaping and conforming us to the image of His Son. 
(Romans 8:29)   

Here is the point for us to ponder: we are going to under-
go chastening from the Lord, but to what extent or for 
what cause?  You see, the Exodus generation required 
such discipline that it led to their bodies being scattered 
over the desert.  As we shall see, this is meant to be a 
warning for us with the intent that we would stay far away 
from the need for this kind of discipline.  We might be 
saved, but we still have every incentive in the world to 
make good choices!   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, March 15:  

Read I Corinthians 10:1-13 

Finally, Surprise Number Three: Anything an unbeliever 
can do, a believer can do—and often worse!   

You might find this difficult to believe, but go ahead and 
catalog the sin you find associated with these saved  
Israelites.  You will find idolatry, drunkenness, sexual im-
morality, grumbling, and testing the Lord.  Now, do you 
see any tendency by Paul to explain away these perpetra-
tors as somehow never having believed or not really being 
saved?  Absolutely not!  Here is the take-home point: He 
wants to use their failure, the very real failure of those 
who had believed and should have known better, as a  
lesson to keep us from ending up in the same condition!   

These things happened to them as examples and 
were written down as warnings for us . . .   
                 I Corinthians 10:11 

This is encapsulated by one Bible teacher this way: “We 
are always just five minutes away from a sin that can 
bring disastrous discipline into our lives.”  Paul takes it 
from there by teaching:  

So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that 
you don’t fall!  No temptation has seized you except 
what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  
But when you are tempted, He will also provide a 
way out so that you can stand up under it.         
                  I Corinthians 10:12-13   

So, although we have the capability of committing the 
same sins as unbelievers, we have the enablement of God 
to keep us from doing so.  Every believer needs to learn 
to appropriate what God has provided. 

 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, March 16:  

Read Leviticus 19 (Reread Verse 2) 

Over the past three days, we have uncovered three  
surprises in the tenth chapter of I Corinthians.  Further-
more, we have learned that certain aspects of Israel’s  
history and failures were written down as warnings for us. 
(I Corinthians 9:11)   

So here is our application for today: Heed the Warnings!   

Consider the following in support of this application:  

• God is set apart and far above, and He is calling His 
people to come to Him where He is!  

No one is holy like the LORD, for there is none beside 
You, nor is there any rock like our God.    I Samuel 2:2 

. . . Just as He who called you is holy, so be holy  
in all you do.           I Peter 1:15    

• God brooks no ri-
vals.  To act inde-
pendently, by will or 
unbelief, is to show 
contempt for God. 
(Numbers 14:11).  

He will not share 
His glory with an-
other:   

I am the LORD, that  
is My name;  and 
My glory I will not 
give to another, 
nor My praise to 
carved images.    
   Isaiah 42:8 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, March 17:  

Read I Corinthians 11 

Beginning in Verse 3, Paul deals with another problem in 
the fellowship.  We are not going to go into detail, but it is 
certainly an issue of hair style and probably head covering 
as well.  The real issue is the underlying attitude, for there 
is clearly some lack of order, impropriety, or disrespect for 
authority.  So what does Paul tell them to do?   

First, there is a problem of decorum in the church.  There 
is a lot of back and forth recrimination going on.  Second, 
Paul, in a straightforward manner, is going to tell the  
Corinthians how to handle it.  His two-step approach is a 
lesson to us: 1) Search the Word of God, and 2) make 
spiritual judgments.  This is exactly what Paul does.  He 
goes back to Genesis 2 to establish the created order  
between man and woman and recognizes their equality as 
saved individuals in accordance with Galatians Chapter 3.  
Then, from this Scriptural base, he passes spiritual judg-
ment in Verse 11. 

We might have trouble identifying with the specific prob-
lem of Paul’s day, but we have more than enough of our 
own in our day: issues associated with marriage, same-
sex marriage, women’s roles, abortion, climate change, 
and any number of other societal issues.  Here is how we 
should handle them: Search the Word of God and then 
make spiritual judgments.  We already know the world will 
ridicule us for doing so, but remember that:  

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s 
sight . . .                I Corinthians 3:19   

It is much better to be on the side of truth, the side of the 
Lord Jesus (John 18:37), than it is to find favor in the eyes 
of the world.  Remember the principles: Search the Word 
of God and then make Spiritual judgments.  



A New Look at the Psalms 
Friday, March 18:  

Read Psalm 90 

There is far more to this psalm than we can cover in a  
daily devotional, so consider this a framework for future 
meditation.  It is well worth doing so, for this psalm covers 
the most practical of subjects—having the proper (divine) 
perspective on life!  Let’s start with Verse 12 as the de-
sired outcome and prayer: Lord, 

. . . teach us to number our days aright, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.  

In other words, there is wisdom in having a divine per-
spective on the number of days God has given us.  Num-
bering them aright, starts with an understanding that our 
days are determined by God who is sovereign over all 
things.  

From the standpoint of human history, the life of an indi-
vidual is not much different than a blade of grass, which 
springs forth in the morning and has withered and dried 
by evening. (Verses 5-6)  Furthermore, we may know the 

 



New Look at the Psalms 
Friday, March 18:  

Read Psalm 90 (Continued) 

wrath of God because of sin (Verses 8-9) or simply be-
cause we live in a fallen world (Verse 10).  

Verse 12, our focal verse, is really about understanding 
the fragile nature of our lives as humans:   

So teach us to number our days that we may gain a 
heart of wisdom.  

We may have great plans and 
dreams, but none of us can 
guarantee the future or even 
what tomorrow will bring.  So, 
with that truth in mind, here 
are some things we can ask  
of God.  

• Let us know Your great 
love: 

Satisfy us in the morning 
with Your unfailing love, 
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.   
                 Psalm 90:14    

• May we see You at work in our lives, and the lives of  
our children. 

May Your deeds be shown to Your servants, Your 
splendor to their children.          Psalm 90:16 

• Bless us by working through us: 

May the favor of the LORD our God rest upon us;  
establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish 
the work of our hands.        Psalm 90:17                       



Return to Jeremiah 
Monday, March 21: Read Jeremiah 29 

By this point, the Babylonians have pillaged the land, 
forced two deportations upon the population, and put a 
puppet regime in place.  Israel has been reduced to a  
vassal state.  Still the people are resisting the will of God.  
For God tells them through Jeremiah in Verses 1 and 4-9 
to submit to their discipline by settling in and prospering 
in their new land.   

However, in Jeremiah 28:1-2, we see that false prophets 
are still proclaiming the exile will be over shortly, while 
others are calling for the imprisonment of Jeremiah. 
(Verses 26-28)  All this is happening despite clear revela-
tion from God that the exile is going to be a lengthy one—
seventy years in all! (Verse 10)  Now right in the middle of 
all this, we find Jeremiah 29:11:   

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,  
says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.    

Notice that the promise tells us not only God’s attitude  
toward the people, but also the fact that He has a future 
in mind for them.  This is a fantastic promise made more 
so because it is delivered right in the midst of sin so bad 
and so persistent that it required the people to be spewed 
from the Land!  What descriptive terms could we apply to 
a God that deals with rebellious mankind in such a way?  
How about gracious?  One whose mercy endures forever 
and One whose love never fails!   

Some say there is no grace in the Old Testament—only 
Law—I beg to differ.  First, this passage really helps us to 
learn how committed our God is to His creation.  Second, 
aren’t you wondering if Jeremiah 29:11 applies to us and 
to the Church?  Give it some thought, and we’ll see if we 
can uncover the answer to that question. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 22: Read Genesis 15 

Jeremiah 29:11 not only tells the Jews that they remain 
an object of God’s affection, but that He has a future for 
them.  To understand that future it is first of all helpful to 
look backwards in time.  After the fall of man and the  
Noahic flood, God decided to continue His redemptive 
plan through one man and his offspring—Abraham.  You 
can see the initial proclamation in Genesis 12:1-3.   

In today’s reading in Genesis, Chapter 15, we see a con-
tinuation of God’s communicating the extent of His plans 
to Abraham.  In Verse 5, He tells the childless Abraham 
that he will have progeny that are as numerous as the 
stars in the heavens.  He also confirms the promise of giv-
ing him the land of Canaan. (Verses 18-21)   

My favorite part of Chapter 15 can be found in Verses 9-
17.  God has Abraham bring several animals, split them in 
half, and lay them out opposite each other.  In ancient 
times, this is how two people, or nations, would enter into 
a solemn agreement.  Once the terms of the agreement 
were established, the two parties involved would walk 
through the split animals to declare: May it be to me as it 
was to these animals, if I fail to live up to the terms of our 
agreement!   

As you can see, this is way beyond a handshake!  Now 
here is the part that is such a blessing: In Verse 12, Abra-
ham falls into a deep sleep and in Verse 17 two symbols 
that represent God—think fire and smoke on Mount Sinai—
pass between the animal carcasses.  Do you see?  God is 
saying I will keep the covenant independent of any work 
on the part of Abraham or his offspring.  We call this an 
unconditional covenant, one that is dependent solely upon 
the faithfulness of God and not upon the faithfulness of 
man.  Give thanks that our God is a promise-keeping God! 



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, March 23:  

Read Jeremiah 31 and 33 

We also need to look forward to understand the promises 
God has made to national Israel.  A careful reading of  
Jeremiah Chapters 31 and 33 will reveal the following: 

• God is not only going to bring back the Southern King-
dom from exile, but He also plans to bring back the 
Northern Kingdom.  This is repeated multiple times in 
these chapters, as well as many times within the text 
of the minor prophets.  It is difficult to fully compre-
hend the reality of this miracle alone, for most of the 
Jews of the Northern Kingdom have been so thorough-
ly scattered, and so completely amalgamated that in 
our day they don’t even know they are Jewish! 

• God is going to put a king on the throne, who by title, 
could be none other than the Lord Jesus Christ—The 
LORD Our Righteousness.  



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, March 23:  

Read Jeremiah 31 and 33 (Continued) 

• The certainty of these promises being fulfilled is on a 
par with the certainty of the sun coming up tomorrow 
morning and going down tomorrow night.  In other 
words, we have more promises from God that are  
unconditional in nature.   

Then we have the great promise of the New Covenant in 
Jeremiah 31:   

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah (note both kingdoms)  . . . I 
will put My law in their minds, and write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people . . . they shall all know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them, says the LORD . . .”  
                  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

So, here are the closing questions, has anything like the 
above happened 
following the exile?  
Has all of Israel 
been regathered, 
has Jesus Christ 
taken His place  
upon the throne, 
and does all Israel 
know the Lord?  

If not, then these 
are God’s uncondi-
tional promises that 
are yet to be  
fulfilled! 



Return to Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 24: Read Romans 11 

Right in the middle of the Book of Romans, Paul spends 
Chapters 9-11 talking about the present plight and certain 
future of the Jewish people.  I mention this because there 
is much talk in Christian circles that ignores the truths laid 
out in these three chapters, as well as the unconditional 
promises that God has made to the Jewish people in the 
Old Testament.  This false theology, often referred to as 
Replacement Theology, is gaining traction because it is 
being promoted by some high profile Christians despite 
the lack of a Biblical basis.   

In essence, Replacement Theology takes the position that 
the Church has replaced Israel, and therefore all the 
promises made to Israel have in some sort of allegorical 
sense been transferred to the Church!  (How exactly is it 
that the Church is going to have a king on the throne or 
hold title to land?)  

The Scriptures, in general, and Romans 11, in particular, 
refute this position.  Here is all you need to do to prove to 
yourself that this idea of replacement is not Biblical.  Read 
Chapter 11 carefully.  Is it describing one thing replacing 
another (the Church replacing Israel) or, is it in reality, 
contrasting two distinct entities?   

If God’s plan continues to unfold with two completely  
distinct groups—Jew and Gentile (Israel and the Church)—
then there is no replacement going on.   

Look at how Chapter 11 begins: 

 . . . has God cast away His people?  Certainly not!  

In Verses 16-24, there is a detailed discussion of the  
natural branches (Israel) and the wild branches (Gentiles) 
as two distinct and separate groups. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 24: Read Romans 11 

(Continued) 

And then in Verse 25, we read:  

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be  
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in part has hap-
pened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in. 

Right now, the Jews are displaying a hardness of heart 
until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.  Comes into 
what?  Why, comes into the Church, that mystery that was 
hidden in ages past and is now revealed.  Then look at 
how the text concludes, eventually:  

. . . all Israel will be saved. . .     Romans 11:26  

In context, that reference to Israel could never be the 
Church that is made up of all who have already been 
saved, but rather, it is a reference to the Jewish people.  
To teach that the Church has replaced God’s chosen peo-
ple, according to the standard given in Scripture, is to be 
wise in your own opinion and ignorant of the mystery of 
God’s plan for the ages. (Verse 25) 



Return to Jeremiah 
Friday, March 25: Read Ephesians 5 

God has made certain promises to Israel: a land of their 
own, a king to rule on the throne of David, and a time of 
peace, prosperity, and universal justice.  God has also 
made certain promises to the Church: a spiritual body of 
which Christ is the head, a process of purification after 
which the Church will be presented as the Bride of Christ 
(look carefully at Ephesians 5:25-32), and a joyous cele-
bration referred to as the wedding supper of the Lamb.  
Are these promises the same?  Not even close, and to try 
to make them so requires doing a great deal of injury to 
one or the other.   

Now we can answer the question we raised several days 
ago: “Does Jeremiah 29:11 apply to the Church?”  Since it 
is a promise made to national Israel, and she is distinct 
from the church, then the answer has to be, “No, not di-
rectly!”  However, once we understand the pattern of  
Jeremiah 29:11, God’s attitude of peace (shalom) and 
plans for the future, can we apply that same pattern to 
the Church?  Absolutely!   

In the same way that God has made promises to Israel, 
He has made promises for the Church: to perfect us, work 
through us, and joyously celebrate with us.  The key thing 
for you to realize is that to dismiss the promises made to 
Israel because of her unfaithfulness is to dismiss the 
promises made to the Church.  You need look no further 
than the Church in America to see our lack of faithfulness.  
The faithful God, whom we trust to fulfill His development 
of His Church, is going to be equally faithful to Israel, for 
the consummation of God’s redemptive plan rests on His 
faithfulness and His alone.  Praise God that He has 
thoughts of peace toward us and plans for our future.  
May we take the strength He provides to follow after Him. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Monday, March 28: Read Jeremiah 31 

I want us to have firmly in mind the New Covenant of  
Jeremiah 31:31-34:  

“Behold, the days are coming,  

says the LORD,  

when I will make a new covenant with  

the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 

not according to the covenant that I made  

with their fathers in the day that I took them  

by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt,  

My covenant which they broke, though  

I was a husband to them,  

says the LORD.   

But this is the covenant that I will make  

with the house of Israel after those days,  

says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds,  

and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God,  

and they shall be My people.   

No more shall every man teach his neighbor,  

and every man his brother,  

saying, ‘Know the LORD,  

for they all shall know Me,  

from the least of them to the greatest of them,  

says the LORD.  

For I will forgive their iniquity,  

and their sin I will remember no more.”   

By way of introduction, here are a few things for you to 
consider about this New Covenant:   

• Relationship with God is now clearly defined in terms 
of the inward versus the external.  It is not what you 
do, but rather what you are in heart and mind!   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Monday, March 28: Read Jeremiah 31 

(Continued) 

• This New Covenant will be grounded in His ways and 
His thoughts, for that is the broad meaning of the 
word law.   

• Notice the intima-
cy (personal  
nature) of the  
relationship that 
man is going to 
have with God.  

• Note the univer-
sality of the rela-
tionship that man 
is going to have 
with God.   

• Finally, note the 
underlying basis 
for this relation-
ship—the removal 
of sin as an issue.  
This should be 
understood in 
sharp contrast to 
the Mosaic Law’s 
repeated and  
ongoing efforts to 
deal with sin with no power to deal with it.   

Don’t you find this New Covenant compelling, attractive, 
and perhaps even a bit frightening?  Just think of knowing 
the omnipotent, sovereign creator of the universe in this 
intimate and personal way! 



Return to Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 29: Read Jeremiah 33 

Nothing like the covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34 has ever 
actually occurred among God’s people.  The Jews  
returned from exile under governors like Zerubbabel and 
Nehemiah.  They remained under Persian control for a 
time, were overrun by Alexander the Great, and suffered 
greatly under Syrian-based Seleucid rulers.  They had a 
short period of autonomy under the Hasmoneans, and 
then came under Roman dominion.  The Jews do not 
have the kind of spiritual life described in Jeremiah 31 at 
any time during this period.  The good news is that exile 
seemed to have cured them of idolatry, but their spiritual 
life turned into something that Jesus described this way:  

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed  
appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead 
men's bones and all uncleanness.”         Matthew 23:27  

With the dispersal of the Jewish nation from 70 AD until 
1948, it is easy to document that nothing like New Cove-
nant reality has yet occurred among the Jews.  In fact, 
the Jewish people are the recipients of quite a few unful-
filled promises!  Have the promises of God failed or been 
redirected?  The short answer was in today’s reading:  

This is what the Lord says:  “If you can break My  
covenant with the day and My covenant with the 
night, so that day and night no longer come at their 
appointed time, then My covenant with David My 
servant—and My covenant with the Levites who are 
priests ministering before Me can be broken . . .”   
            Jeremiah 33:20-21 

Do you see?  God is committed, and it does great violence 
to the meaning of language to make David and the  
Levites the Church!  So does the Scripture have an expla-
nation for us?  Absolutely, as we will see tomorrow! 



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, March 30:  

Read Revelation 19 

So when are these many promises to Israel going to come 
to fruition?  In part, when Jesus comes for a second time!   
For the two advents of Jesus Christ are thoroughly docu-
mented in Scripture.  Consider Isaiah 9:6-7:   

For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the 
government will be upon His shoulders . . . of the in-
crease of His government and peace will be no end.  
He will reign on David’s throne and over His king-
dom, establishing justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever . . . 

Jesus was born, but He has certainly not been a political 
figure nor ruled on the throne of David, but He will when 
He returns!  Perhaps you are thinking, “That would have 
to be an extraordinary and spectacular event!”  Yes, it 
would!   

 



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, March 30:  

Read Revelation 19 (Continued) 

Perhaps it would be as described in Revelation 19:11:  

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness He judges and  
wages war.    

Revelation goes on to talk about Jesus reigning on this 
earth for one thousand years—from Jerusalem.  All of the 
Old Testament promises we have mentioned, including 
certain aspects of the New Covenant, will be fulfilled for 
Israel during the time of Christ’s reign, often referred to as 
the Millennial Kingdom.  For much of Christendom, the  
return of Christ is understood as a vague time of things 
improving on earth.   

In reality, God has made very specific promises which are 
focused upon the na-
tion of Israel.  They 
are the kinds of 
promises that require 
a nation, a kingdom, 
and a great King.   

If the Word means 
what it clearly says, 
then these promises 
have not yet been ful-
filled.  But they will 
be, when Jesus re-
turns as the King of 
kings and Lord of lords.”   Maranatha Lord Jesus! 



Return to Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 31: Read Titus 2 

In contrast to the idea of Christ coming for a second time, 
physically and bodily as He did the first time, there are 
many who allegorize His coming.  That is, they explain 
that it is symbolic of other real events.  For example, 
there are many Christian denominations that teach we are 
now in the Christ’s millennium kingdom reign and have 
been since the cross.  They explain that the time since the 
cross exceeds 1000 years (a millennium) by allegorizing 
the time factor.  Furthermore, for us to be in the time  
period of Christ reigning, the following are taught:   

• Christ is reigning (from heaven) right now. 

• Because Christ is reigning, things on earth are steadily 
improving, and the role of the Church is to foster and 
promote this improvement. 

• Since Christ is ruling, Satan is currently bound. 

• The Church has replaced Israel.    

As you weigh the plausibility of this view, consider some 
of the great Millennial promises, such as:  

 . . . the earth will be flooded with the knowledge of 
the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.   
              Habakkuk 2:14 

 . . . The earth will be flooded with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as  

the waters cover the sea.   



Return to Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 31: Read Titus 2 

(Continued) 

Does this seem to fit the day in which we live?  As one 
man quipped, “If Satan is bound, he certainly has a long 
leash because he is causing a lot of mischief.”  With this 
brief commentary, I hope you see the bankruptcy of this 
view.  How much better to fall in line with the plain sense 
of Scripture which talks about living uprightly, while: 

. . . we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious  
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
                     Titus 2:13 

This was written by Paul and it was post-cross.  He was 
under no illusions whatsoever that he was then living in 
the Millennial Kingdom and neither should we be.   
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