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Foreword 
After starting the month with a reminder of the death and 
resurrection of our Lord and  
Savior, we spend the rest of the 
month in Exodus and Philippians.  
Although they are far apart in 
your Bible, the redemption  
described in Exodus leads directly 
into the quality of life to be lived 
by the redeemed in Philippians.  

We should never be surprised at 
the connections between the Old 
and New Testament—for both are 
from the mind of the one true 
God, and both contain guidance 
for His people.  Although it is important to recognize the 
distinction between Israel and the Church, there is none-
theless much overlap in God’s interaction with both.   

May God bless you in your readings this month.   

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 Readings in Philippians 
Friday, April 30: Read Galatians 2  

(Note Philippians 1:10) (Continued) 

Let me give you one very practical example.  When 
you flip the channel on your television, are you testing 
the programming that comes your way for value?  Do 
you affirm that which is superior and reject that which 
is not—even if it means walking away from the televi-
sion?  Of course, we should be doing such testing in 
every aspect of the way we make use of our time, re-
sources, and energies. 



Readings in Philippians 
Friday, April 30: Read Galatians 2  

(Note Philippians 1:10)  

There are a number of interesting words in Philippians 
1:10, all related to the concept of our future evaluation by 
the Lord.   

. . .that you may approve the things that are excel-
lent, that you may be sincere and without offense till 
the day of Christ. . . 

The word translated: 
· approve, means to test for value for the purpose of  

affirming that which is superior.   
· sincere literally means to be pure when held to the light 

and would be applied when checking a potter’s work for 
flaws by holding it up to the sunlight before making a 
purchase.   

· Without offense carries the idea of being without spot or 
blemish.   

Paul has framed a series of comments in the context of evan-
gelism: the reality of God’s efforts to promote experiential 
sanctification in the life of the believer, the desire for love to 
be applied via evangelism, and now an emphasis on making 
wise choices leading to a certain quality of life.   
We are all going to appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ to give an account for our lives. (II Corinthians 5:10) 
With that in mind, Paul wants us to make wise decisions 
leading to lives that will stand the scrutiny of God when 
brought into the light of His presence so that we are with-
out spot or blemish.  There is much application that can be 
made from this passage!  For we all face myriad choices in 
life.  This verse is a tremendous encouragement to test the 
value associated with our choices.   
 

Easter Reflections 
Thursday, April 1:  Read John 13 

Sometimes, the Gospel of John is attacked because it is so 
distinctly different from the other three Gospels.  In  
contrast, I think it stands as a marvelous complement to 
the other Gospel accounts.  For example, Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke all describe the establishment of the communion  
ordinance as part of what we commonly refer to as the 
Last Supper of Jesus and his disciples.  John makes no 
mention of this whatsoever in his account, but instead is 
the only author to describe the way in which Jesus washed 
the disciples’ feet during this same Last Supper.  

Although different, the Gospel accounts are wonderfully 
complimentary and give us a more complete picture of the  
dramatic events associated with the close of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry during His First Advent.   

Continued on the next page. 



Easter Reflections 
Thursday, April 1: Read John 13  

(Continued) 

Since our reading in John 13  
today covers Jesus’ foot-washing 
of the disciples, let me make a 
few observations:   

· The washing of the feet does 
 not symbolize our salvation in 
 Christ, but instead our need  
 for the regular cleansing of  
 whatever defilements in the  
 form of sin that we might  
 pick up from this world.  Of 
 course, we deal with sin 
 through confession, so that  
 our fellowship with God can
 be restored.   

· Jesus washed the disciples feet as an example of the 
humble service we should be ready to bestow upon  
others—particularly those within the family of God.   

· In Verses 16-17, Jesus uses the terms servant and  
messenger—both of which refer to us.  Christ is the  
master and we are the servants.  Christ is the One who 
has sent us to proclaim the message of reconciliation.   
The point Jesus is making is that we are not greater 
than our Master or the One who sent us.  If Christ  
humbled Himself in this way, how can we do less?   

· And then here is the application.  Jesus Himself says,  

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed 
if you do them.            John 13:17 

Do you believe this?   

Readings in Philippians 
Thursday, April 29: Read Galatians 1 

(Note Philippians 1:9) 

Philippians 1:9 says:   

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more 
and more in knowledge and all discernment. . . 

Make sure to connect this to the context.  Paul is praying 
about the quality of the love of the Philippian Church in the 
context of both their spiritual growth and their evangelistic  
outreach.  What specific qualities is he looking for?  The 
word translated knowledge refers to a full knowledge.  It is 
a love that covers all aspects, such as gentleness, compas-
sion, tough love. The word translated discernment is rare and 
only used once in the New Testament.  It carries the idea of 
tactical flexibility.  In the context, it describes a love that has 
the ability to adapt and make application within a dynamic 
environment and changing circumstances.   

Now let’s make some application.  If this is Paul’s prayer, 
shouldn’t it be ours too?  Let’s develop the idea by thinking 
about the home.  Should not our prayer be to show the love 
of Christ to family members based upon full knowledge, 
looking at all the issues involved—the big picture—with the 
flexibility to focus upon and meet the demands of changing 
family dynamics?  Sometimes we need to encourage, other 
times provide comfort, and other times require accountabil-
ity.  Now let’s make application in the setting of both our 
local fellowship and the geographic area in which it is plant-
ed.  Should we not pray for a love that understands the role 
of the church and the various situations of our lost neigh-
bors, while at the same time always being ready to give a 
defense for the hope that is within us? (I Peter 3:15)    

Remember, it is God at work within us, He will show us the 
way.  He will show us the issues, the times to speak boldly, 
and when to just listen and comfort.   



Readings in Philippians 
Wednesday, April 28  Read Colossians 4 

(Continued) 

Under a system in which you can lose your salvation, is not 
that salvation ultimately based upon what we do?  If our 
salvation is based upon our works, it is not by God’s grace.   

Finally, there are also those who would use perseverance in 
the Christian Life as the test of salvation.  In other words,  
failure to steadily progress in experiential sanctification 
proves that a person was never saved.  One theologian has 
described this as back-loading the Gospel.  It is really just 
another way of making works a criterion for salvation.  
Those who promote this view claim that I am simply using 
grace as an excuse for sin.  On the contrary, we have been 
very clear: our position is in Christ; and God’s intent is that 
our experience match our position in our perfectly holy Sav-
ior.  As we shall see in the verses ahead, God has provided 
everything necessary—that’s grace again—for us to pro-
gressively become conformed to the image of His Son.  
Should we fail, by succumbing to temptation and the lusts of 
the flesh, our secure position remains as an anchor point 
from which we can recover—through confession of sin—and 
continue once again the process of experiential sanctification.    

By way of application, let’s apply our understanding to the 
life of David.  His affair with Bathsheba and subsequent 
murder of Uriah require an analysis of a number of possible 
outcomes: 1) David lost his salvation as the result of his 
sin; or 2) David’s actions demonstrated he was never 
saved; or 3) David’s willful sin led to terrible discipline from 
the Lord, but as a saved individual, he was able to confess 
his sin and return to fellowship with the Lord and the pro-
cess of sanctification.  Only the third of these options fits 
the clear Biblical account.  The same is true of our lives.   

Avoid discipline for sin, confess when necessary, and get 
back to walking with the Lord.  

 

Easter Reflections 
Friday, April 2: Read Isaiah 53 

In our day, many of the ideas associated with the Gospel 
sound strange to the ears of the lost and are met with 
much skepticism: things like the sinless acting as a substi-
tute for the sinner, bearing the sin of another, the man-
date of judgment for sin.  There is so much skepticism, in 
fact, that it often causes us to hesitate to even try and ex-
plain these things.  This is one reason I love Isaiah 53.  
Ponder these powerful phrases in today’s reading:   

He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows   
                   Verse 4 
He was pierced for our transgressions, crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon Him                         Verse 5 
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.   
                   Verse 6 
It was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to 
suffer. . .                Verse 10 
My righteous servant will justify many.       Verse 11   

This chapter could be tucked away almost anywhere in the 
New Testament, couldn’t it?  Yet the book of Isaiah was 
written in the Eighth Century B.C.  God gave the Jews 700 
years to ponder the meaning and substance of the above 
Scriptures before the events came to pass.  The substitu-
tionary atonement of Jesus Christ didn’t come into being at 
the whim of some theologian, but rather has been the 
means by which God decided to deal with the sin problem 
of man from eternity past.  For it apparently has always 
been the way of our sovereign, omnipotent God to declare 
what He is going to do ahead of time, then do it, and then 
to ask us to accept, by faith, what He has accomplished.  
Ponder what Christ did for you at the cross, as you pass 
through Good Friday on your way to Easter Sunday! 
 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, April 5: Read Exodus 13  

We are at a very important point of transition in the book of 
Exodus.  Up until now, we have been reading about how 
God redeemed Israel.  We have seen how the Israelites 
were enslaved and could do nothing to help themselves.  
We learned how God, as Redeemer, was infinitely greater in 
capability than the oppressor, and how redemption carries 
the idea of moving out of a bad place and into a good 
place.  

Having learned about redemption in Chapter 12, and to an 
even greater extent in Chapter 13, we have a once-
oppressed people who are now fully redeemed.  Here is the 
transition that you do not want to miss.  God is going to 
shift from calling the Israelites to redemption to an  
emphasis on how a people redeemed by God are to live.  

As you can imagine, as those who are also redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, this discussion has  
many practical ramifications for us.  For the next few days, 
we will study the book of Exodus, beginning in Chapter 13. 
We will see if we can learn what God intends for the re-
deemed of all ages to learn from observing the redemption 
of Israel and the subsequent training of those redeemed.  
For, like many of us, the redeemed often carry all kinds of 
baggage with them from their old manner of life.  In the 
case of the Israelites, their baggage was from their life of 
oppression.   

You might be shocked to learn that some of the Israelites 
even decided they would prefer to return to the life of the 
oppressed in Egypt rather than live their lives as the  
redeemed.  But that is exactly what some of the Israelites 
wanted to do.    

Readings in Philippians 
Wednesday, April 28: Read Colossians 4 

We will spend one final day on the topic of sanctification.  
Rightly dividing the Word of God with respect to sanctifica-
tion, both positional and experiential, helps us avoid all 
kinds of doctrinal error.  In today’s meditation, we will con-
sider just a few of those errors.  On the one hand, teaching 
emphasizing God’s grace, like our studies of the past few 
days, is sometimes used as an excuse to live a sloppy 
Christian life—almost as if grace were a license to sin!   

This is the farthest thing from the truth.  Although God’s 
grace does provide a means by which the believer can  
recover from failure, our study of the topic of sanctification 
makes it very clear that the target for the Christian is to 
strive for conformity to the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 
8:29) and a holiness that is comparable to God’s holiness  
(I Peter 1:15).  Both are impossibly high standards, which is 
why the Christian way of life can only be accomplished by 
means of grace.  We could never accomplish it on our own! 
It is only achievable via the provision of God.   

Then there are those who point to failure, especially big  
failures, as cause for God to revoke salvation.  Although  
eternal security is not directly the topic under study,  
positional sanctification does apply.  Entry into the family of 
God through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ  
establishes a family relationship.  No matter what the  
failure, family ties can never be severed!  What’s more, the 
intimacy of our relationship with Christ—made alive with 
Him, raised up with Him, and seated with Him in the heav-
enlies—all testify to the permanency of our relationship 
with God.   

Sin on our part cannot sever what we did not work to  
accomplish!  Jesus paid it all.           

Continued on the next page.  



Readings in Philippians 
Tuesday, April 27: Read Colossians 3  

(Note Verses 1-4) 

I am really enamored with the truth, highlighted by Philippi-
ans 1:6, that God is at work in our lives and committed to 
the process of conforming us to the image of His Son!  You 
should be too!  Philippians 1:6 is meant to be both a deter-
rent from preoccupation with self and an encouragement 
regarding God’s work on our behalf.  Sometimes we get so 
wrapped up in trying to effect change in our lives that we 
forget it is not within our capabilities.  It is especially easy 
for failure to lead to obsessive preoccupation with self.   
Instead of being God-centered, we become self-centered, 
consumed by the desire to rehabilitate self.  Galatians 2:20 
and Colossians 3:1-4 paint an entirely different picture: 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body I live 
by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.  

So God’s provision includes our co-crucifixion with Christ 
(Romans 6:6) to break the power of the sin nature and to  
provide us with the new life in Christ. It is good to know 
that it doesn’t all depend upon us.  It is encouraging to 
know that the Sovereign Lord of the universe is at work and 
has provided everything we need for life and godliness.  
(II Peter 1:3-4)  Consider these comments by William Law  
regarding the intent of God to be at work in our lives:   

A root set in the finest soil, in the best climate, and 
blessed with all that sun and air and rain can do for it, is 
not so sure of its growth to perfection, as every man 
may be whose spirit aspires after all that which God is 
ready and infinitely desirous to give him.  For sun meets 
not the spring bud that stretches toward it with half that 
certainty as God, the Source of all good, communicates 
Himself to that soul that longs to partake of Him.   

 

Return to Exodus 
Monday, April 5: Read Exodus 13 

(Continued) 

Likewise, how often do we long for what the world claims 
to offer.  Yet the call of God is clear:  

“. . . you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a  
holy nation.”              Exodus 19:6 

“You are to be my holy people.”      Exodus 22:31  

We will investigate this call of God to His people further in 
the days to come. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, April 6: Read Exodus 34  

We are trying to discern from the study of the newly-  
redeemed Israelites, how God wants a redeemed people to 
live.  The first thing we learn is that God intends to be  
personally involved with His redeemed—to have relationship 
with them.  Consider these verses from Exodus 13 and 14:   

By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of 
cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could 
travel by day or night.  Neither the pillar of cloud by 
day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front 
of the people.            Exodus 13:21-22 

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front 
of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them.  The 
pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood  
behind them, coming between the armies of Egypt and  
Israel.               Exodus 14:19-20 

God is both going before the redeemed to lead them and 
providing a rear guard to protect them.  Can you think of any 
New Testament parallels?  How about the promise in He-
brews 13:5 that God will never leave us nor forsake us; or 
Jesus’ promise at the end of the Great Commission: “I am 
with you always even to the end of the age.” (Matthew28:20) 

Deism, among other things, teaches that God is an all  
powerful but isolated and uninterested observer of His  
creation.  It is not that deism is illogical, it is that it is not 
Biblical!  From a relational standpoint, is there any promise 
more precious to a New Testament believer than:  

I will ask the Father and He will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever. . .          John 14:16  

God made us to have a relationship with Him.  It should be 
no surprise that it is an immediate part of the heritage of 
the redeemed—and this includes you and me.   

Readings in Philippians 
Monday, April 26: Read Romans 7 

We have been discussing the concept of experiential  
sanctification as it relates to the Christian Way of Life 
(CWL), that is the process by which God conforms us to the 
image of His Son.  To continue, our conformity to the  
likeness of Christ in our everyday experience is the work of 
God.  In fact, it is by His grace!  It is grace because we 
have a need (to live a holy life), and God abundantly  
provides the means to meet that need.   

It is important to realize this is how the plan of God works, 
so that we avoid the error of thinking that the Christian Life 
is our responsibility or that we somehow have to shape up 
by our own efforts.  This amounts to trying to rehabilitate 
self which is destined to produce the frustration described 
in the seventh chapter of the Book of Romans.  We simply 
do not have the power to achieve personal holiness.   I am 
not saying that we do not have a role in the process, nor 
am I saying it is automatic.  What I am saying is that we 
do not have the resources within ourselves to make our-
selves holy or like Christ.   

So the point of truth is that God, providing the 
means by which we can become holy, is  
simply another facet of His grace.  I say this 
because the grace of God can be likened to a 
beautiful diamond.  It is not just that God has 
met our need of salvation, but that His plan accounts for 
every need we will ever have.  It is like turning a diamond 
in the light, you will get a flash of brilliance every time an-
other facet reflects the light.  So too, every time we turn to 
the Lord in need, another aspect of His grace abundantly 
meets that need.  This verse is telling us that the provision 
for us to experientially become like Him is part of His  
provision for us.  Thanks be to God for His marvelous and 
continual provision to meet our every need. 



Readings in Philippians 
Friday, April 23: Read Hebrews 10 

(Note Verse 14) (Continued) 

Hebrews 10:14 shows us both aspects of our sanctification:   

. . .by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever,  
those who are being made holy.      

Made perfect refers to our position, while being made holy 
is a reference to experience.  So that leads us to two im-
portant points about experiential sanctification:  

· The goal of experiential sanctification is always the 
same—to be holy as God is holy. (I Peter 1:15)  God’s in-
tent is unmistakably that our experience steadily move in 
the direction of conforming us to our position in Christ!   

· Positional truth is meant to act as an anchor, something to 
which we can always return.  We are irreversibly related to 
our Lord and Savior and, even on days of discouragement 
and failure, we must learn to always rest in this truth.   

The way we live out our position does matter.  God intends, 
and is always working toward, a life experience that match-
es who we are in Christ.  Let’s make sure we are clear on 
the specific target, or better yet role model, for our sanctifi-
cation.  It is none other than the person of Jesus Christ.   

For those God foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.     Romans 8:29  

The good work described in the Philippians 1:6 passage we 
are still studying is God at work conforming us to the image 
of His Son!  Here is the key question:  “Who is the one per-
forming and completing the work?”  The context calls for 
only one possible answer: God is!  This passage is meant to 
be both a deterrent from occupation with self, and an en-
couragement regarding God’s work on our behalf.  God is 
both the architect and enabler of the Christian Life.  

Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, April 7: Read Genesis 50 

(Exodus 13:21-22) 

The second thing that we can learn about God’s expecta-
tion is the role of faith in the life of the redeemed.  The call 
for the redeemed to trust God is a major theme throughout 
Scripture.  There are many great expositions to which we 
could turn, but for today let me point out one of my favor-
ites.  It is a minor passage, often overlooked, but still one 
of my favorites because it shows the premium God places 
upon seemingly insignificant acts of faith.  Exodus 13:19 
tells us that: 

 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him. . .  

Why would Moses do this?  He did it because back in Gene-
sis 50, at the end of his life, Joseph both extracted a prom-
ise from his family as well as closed out his life with a clear 
expression of his faith in God.   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, April 7: Read Genesis 50 

(Exodus 13:21-22)(Continued) 

Exodus 13:19 relates these words of the dying Joseph: 

“God will surely come to your aid, and then you must 
carry my bones up with you from this place.”  

Joseph made his family promise not to bury him in Egypt.  
He did this because he believed the promise of God to 
bring the descendants of Abraham—his family—back to the 
land of Canaan, and he wanted to go with them.   

Do you see it?  Joseph believed God was going to fulfill a 
promise over 400 years in the future, and he was so certain 
of it that he wouldn’t let them bury his bones.  Joseph 
wanted his bones kept ready for the Exodus—400 years  
before it happened.  Can you imagine those bones standing 
as a beacon of hope for the Jewish people during their time 
of slavery bearing witness to one man’s faith in the promis-
es of God?  

When you think of the life of Joseph, there are many great 
examples of his faith in God.  We learn from the Bible how 
God elevated him to the number two position in all of 
Egypt.  Yet, when the Book of Hebrews gives an account of 
the great acts of faith of Old Testament saints, how does it 
summarize the life of Joseph?   

By faith Joseph, when his end was near. . .gave  
instructions about his bones.     Hebrews 11:22  

I love this remembrance of this seemingly insignificant act 
because it teaches me that what God takes note of in my 
life are the times I trust Him, whether or not they seem 
noteworthy to others!    

We please our God, and draw His attention, when we trust 
Him. 

Readings in Philippians 
Friday, April 23: Read Hebrews 10 

(Note Verse 14) 

By focusing on the time between the point we exercised faith 
in Christ and our yet future eternal home, Paul is trying to 
teach us several very important lessons about the Christian 
Way of Life.  The first is an understanding of sanctification.  
We can break God’s plan of salvation into the three phases 
or tenses as shown in the diagram.  Specifically, God began 
a good work at the point of our entry into the family of 
God.  This occurred at the time we placed our faith in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.  God will finish what He 
has started as we spend eternity with Him in a resurrection 
body like His.   
 

 

 

 

 

However, the focus of this passage is on the Christian Life 
in time, that is the days the Lord has appointed for us to 
represent Him on this earth.  We can also look at this from 
the standpoint of tenses: we believed in the past, will have 
a resurrection body in the future, and are currently living in 
the present.  Sanctification, as it relates to the Christian Life, 
has both a positional and experiential component.  For ex-
ample, when Paul calls the believers in Corinth saints in I Co-
rinthians 1:2,30, he is referring to their position—the fact 
that they have been set apart, in Christ, for God’s purposes.  
The Corinthians certainly were not yet set apart in their ex-
perience, as they were guilty of all kinds of sinful behavior.   

Continued on the next page. 
 



Readings in Philippians 
Thursday, April 22: Read Colossians 2

(Note Philippians 1:6) (Continued) 

Putting these ideas together, we have something like this: 

  . . .it is a settled matter in my thinking, that He 
(God) who began a good work in you (at the point of 
your salvation) is continually at work to bring it to a 
yet future fruition (when you are conformed to the  
image of Christ) upon the day of Christ Jesus. 

Now let’s conclude with some application.  Paul is not  
emphasizing the Philippians’ past or future; rather, he is  
reminding them that God is continually at work in their 
lives. By extension, God has a plan for each of us, and be-
tween the bookends of our salvation and eternity, He has 
our development in mind.   

This brings us to what is referred to as experiential sanctifi-
cation, which we will study for the next several days. 

Return to Exodus 
Thursday, April 8: Read Exodus 14 

We have not finished considering the importance of faith in 
the life of the redeemed.  Although God is leading the  
Israelites, He chooses to lead them on an unorthodox 
route.  Why?  To begin with, in Exodus 13:17, He keeps 
them away from the Philistines because He doesn’t think 
they are ready for war.  Then in Exodus 14:3 we read: 

 Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering 
around the land in confusion. . .’ 

God led them in a circle.  The text goes on to tell us God’s 
purpose—that He might be glorified and the Egyptians 
taught a lesson.  As the narrative continues, the outcome is 
exactly as God said it would be.  Pharaoh changes his mind 
yet again and decides to get his slaves back.  We see how 
the Israelites feel about this in Exodus 14:10:  

They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.   
They even accuse Moses of bringing them into the desert 
to die—forgetting the fact that it was God who redeemed 
them out of Egypt.  This was no accident.  By design God 
brought His redeemed people into this seemingly hopeless 
situation.  Why would He do that?  So they would continue 
learning to trust Him in any and every situation.  Remem-
ber the guidance of Moses in Exodus 14:13-14:  

“Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the  
deliverance  the Lord will bring you today. . .The Lord 
will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 

There are times in our lives when the need is great, but 
there is nothing we can do.  Why would God let this  
happen?  Because He wants His redeemed to learn to trust 
Him!   There are times when all we can do is to stand still 
and watch the deliverance of the Lord.  For the God who 
formed a nation and brought them out of Egypt is equally 
capable of working in our lives!  
 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, April 9: Read I Samuel 17 

While we are thinking about the subject of faith, I wanted 
to have you see another aspect of the faith of the  
redeemed that is manifest by David in this chapter of  
I Samuel.   

Once again, the Israelites are in a jam.  What are they to 
do?  If we apply what we learned yesterday, they are to 
turn to the Lord and bring the situation to Him.  In faith, 
they should then stand still and watch the deliverance of 
the Lord.  That Biblical advice applies to every single Israel-
ite on the scene but one!  For God has a different faith re-
sponse in mind for David, and we need to understand it as 
well.   

You will recognize 
this chapter right 
away as the story 
of David and Goli-
ath.  Remember, 
this story is set in a 
time when the Phil-
istines were militar-
ily more powerful 
than the Israelites.  

Furthermore, the 
entire Israelite 
camp was in awe 

and afraid to challenge the Philistine champion, Goliath.  
When David arrives on the scene, he is shocked that no 
one has taken up the challenge, and so he does!  How can 
a young shepherd boy hope to overcome a trained military 
professional?                         

Readings in Philippians 
Thursday, April 22: Read Colossians 2

(Note Philippians 1:6)  
. . .being confident of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.        Philippians 1:6  

Reading Philippians 1:6 suggests a number of questions: 

· What is the good work?   

· What was begun and what is being completed?  

· Who is the one completing the work?   

· What is the significance for us?   

We need to begin by taking a closer look at the Greek 
grammar associated with this verse.  First, the word trans-
lated being confident means to be convinced or persuaded 
of something.  Furthermore, the fact that it is a perfect 
tense verb means it refers to an action that is completed 
with ongoing results.  Paul is not only convinced, but it is a 
settled matter in his mind.   

Next, we have another verb translated began.  It means to 
begin something, and is in the aorist tense which refers to 
a point of time.  It is followed by another verb translated, 
carry on to completion.  This verb means to finish some-
thing, and carries the idea of bringing something to perfec-
tion.  It is in the future tense and refers to a future time in 
the lives of Paul’s audience.  Why discuss all this grammar 
stuff?  This verse points to a number of extremely im-
portant Biblical principles, and we need to have as full an 
understanding as possible.   

         Continued on the next page. 



Readings in Philippians 
Wednesday, April 21: 

Read Colossians 1 (Note Philippians 1:5) 
(Continued) 

It is in this way that we complete what is lacking (remains 
to be accomplished) in regards to the sacrifice of our Lord 
and Savior.  It is to this we are called.   

Now let me close with an anecdote.  I heard this story re-
cently from one of my favorite apologists, and it is the per-
fect illustration for the topic at hand.   

There was a young evangelist in what was once called  
Yugoslavia, named Tarman.  During the course of his  
travels, he was attracted to an old and bitter man 
named Yakov.   

When Tarman attempted to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ with Yakov, he was rudely interrupted and 
told, “I have seen enough religious evil to last a life-
time.”  Tarman wisely responded, “If someone stole 
your clothes and committed a crime, would you be 
guilty?”   Yakov muttered and walked away.   

Whenever he was in the area, Tarman continued to 
check on the old man, bring him food, and help with 
chores.  After a period of more than a year, Yakov  
finally said, “You wear His clothes well.  Tell me about 
your God.”   

As a point of application, I would say that until we have 
worn the clothes of our Lord’s example before those to 
whom we have the opportunity to minister, sometimes for 
years, we have not yet entered into what it means to  
fellowship in the Gospel. 

Return to Exodus 
Friday, April 9: Read I Samuel 17

(Continued) 

First, notice David has a history of seeing God’s faithful-
ness, and he is able to remember it in a crisis. (I Samuel 
17:34-35)  Then note his ability to make application of that 
history to present circumstances in Verse 37:   

“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion  
and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the 
hand of this Philistine.” 

David is not just bluster.  Read what he says standing in 
front of the giant—a place no one else dares go:   

“You come against me with sword and spear and  
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the  
Lord Almighty. . .”            I Samuel 17:45  

What a powerful expression of reliance upon God’s power 
rather than his own.  Now here is the part I most want you 
to understand.  Just before battle is joined between David 
and Goliath, look closely at what David says and does:   

“. . .it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; 
for the battle is the Lord’s . . . David ran quickly to-
ward the battle line to meet him.   I Samuel 17:47-48 

Do you see how this is both the same and different than 
the situation in Exodus 14.  In both cases, faith carried the 
day!  However, the Israelites were to stand still and watch, 
while David was to charge!   

Here is the point of application for us: there are times when 
there is nothing that we can do but stand still and watch 
the Lord provide deliverance.  Then, there are other times 
when He is calling us to charge the giants in our lives.  But 
always, always we are to place our faith in God Almighty! 

 

          



Return to Exodus 
Monday, April 12: Read Numbers 14 

We are investigating God’s expectations for those whom He 
has redeemed.  One of the first things we saw in the text of 
Exodus is that God wanted those He had redeemed to 
begin trusting Him—and not without reason.  Consider how 
God showed His capability and power through the plagues 
and His complete sovereignty over circumstances by de-
stroying Pharaoh’s army at the Red Sea.  It didn’t stop 
there.  By the time we reach Numbers 14, God has been 
supplying the needs of the redeemed for almost a year—
right down to food and water.  God was teaching His re-
deemed that He was both able and trustworthy so that His 
redeemed should develop dependence upon Him.   

In today’s reading, we have a very important lesson.   
Notice, in Verses 1-4, how upset the people are, even to 
the point of wanting to go back to Egypt!  What could have 
caused this?  If you read Chapter 13, you will find that 
those sent to spy out the land have brought back the report 
that the land is filled with giants—a whole new problem.  
But is it too much for a God who brought on the plagues, 
defeated the most powerful monarch on earth, brought wa-
ter out of a rock, and rained down food from heaven?   

Numbers 14:11-12 tells us exactly how God feels about the 
response of the people; specifically, their lack of faith.  Let 
me sum up God’s attitude with a quote from Verse 11: 

“How long will these people treat Me with contempt?”  

Do you see what we are doing when we fail to trust God—
especially after all the reasons He has given us to trust 
Him?  We are treating Him with contempt.  Don’t go 
there—stay clear of this affront to God—for discipline is 
sure to follow, just as it did with the Israelites.  There is no 
sense spending our lives wandering in the wilderness—
especially when we have such a capable and loving God! 

Readings in Philippians 
Wednesday, April 21:   

Read Colossians 1 (Note Philippians 1:5) 

I would like to continue our discussion of what it means to 
fellowship in the Gospel, especially as it relates to the  
expectation of some aspect of personal suffering.  I have 
two points I would like you to consider: one doctrinal and 
one anecdotal.   

First, the doctrinal point begins with a question: “What is 
missing with respect to Christ’s suffering on the cross?”  
You would be right to quickly, firmly respond, “Nothing!”  
Perhaps then you can explain Colossians 1:24. It is truly a 
challenging verse. 

Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill 
up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 
afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the 
church.   

Study the context, meditate upon the passage, and still you 
will be left with a difficult  
interpretation.  Let me propose 
one possible explanation.  The 
only thing that is missing from 
the suffering of Christ is the 
suffering associated with the 
countless thousands who will 
follow his example through the 
ages.  Our Lord has left us as His ambassadors.  As we  
carry forth His message, we are likely to be on the receiv-
ing end of the same type of rejection as Jesus suffered. 
(John 15:18, 16:1-4)  

Continued on the next page. 



Readings in Philippians 
Tuesday, April 20: Read Philippians 1 

(Continued) 

Now since this is a lengthy list, is it perhaps okay for us to 
just pick and choose?  Or stated another way, is the list 
item sharing the gospel optional or compulsory?   

Page through these Scriptures: Matthew 28:19-f, John 
15:27, Acts 1:8, and I Peter 3:15.  The words “must testify” 
in John 15:27 eliminate the concept of an optional activity, 
don’t they?   

Now there are a variety of reasons why we find it so difficult 
to share our faith with those around us.  I would like to 
concentrate on just one for a few moments.  Often, we find 
our community to be non-receptive to the Gospel message.  
The people with whom we rub elbows likely have material 
prosperity, are set in their ways, or are occupied with a  
variety of other concerns.   

At some point, we get excited about the truths of Christiani-
ty, God’s answer to the needs of mankind becomes so clear 
to us that we venture to reach out to the lost around us.  
When we are rebuffed, it is easy to start characterizing 
those around us as hard hearted or worse.  As a result, we 
retreat from the mandate to share the Gospel and instead 
focus on enjoying the fellowship of like-minded believers.  
Although this is very understandable, doesn’t this constitute 
drawing back from truly fellowshipping in the Gospel?   

Can you picture Steven deciding the Sanhedrin was just  
infertile ground and withdrawing to fellowship within the 
cozy confines of the growing church?  To do so would be to 
forsake the fellowship of the Gospel, which is to forsake one 
great aspect of blessing in the Christian Life! 

 

Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, April 13: Read Romans 1:17; 

Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38 

Why look at three separate verses of Scripture today,  
rather than read a single chapter?  Because I want you to 
be absolutely sure of God’s call to live by faith upon those 
who have been redeemed by the work of Jesus Christ!   
Furthermore, these three passages of Scripture in the New 
Testament all quote one Old Testament text—Habakkuk 2:4.  
It should be clear, it has always been God’s intent for the  
redeemed to live a life of dependence upon Him.  That’s why 
Hebrews 11:6 says: 

 . . .without faith it is impossible to please God. 

This is one of the big-picture things we can learn from the 
book of Exodus and our scrutiny of the ups and downs of 
the Israelites.  If we step back and look at the situation as 
a whole, we learn several things.  First, the Israelites were 
a people supernaturally redeemed by the hand of God.  As 
they saw His power, they trusted Him.  But, the circum-
stances and challenges of this life repeatedly caused them 
to doubt.  That doubt often led to sin, and sin to God’s dis-
cipline. Time after time, God would get their attention, 
show them His power, rescue them yet again—all so that 
they would learn that His righteous ones shall live by faith!  

This has direct application to us.  For God has supernaturally 
redeemed us through the work of the cross and made us 
new creatures in Christ.  We too are His righteous ones in 
that we have been justified—declared righteous in His sight 
because of the imputed righteousness of Christ.  Just like the 
Israelites, we too are going to face difficulties and challenges 
in this life.  What does God want us to do—as a first course 
of action?  He wants us to depend upon Him—for His:  

. . .righteous one will live by faith!          Hebrews 10:38 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, April 14: Read Romans 10 

One final thing to consider regarding the walk of faith that 
God desires for the redeemed.  Hebrews 11:1 says: 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and  
certain of what we do not see. 

After spending time studying the Greek words in this  
passage, let me give you a slightly adjusted translation 
based upon the work of various Greek scholars:  

Now faith is the ‘title-deed’ of our confidence and }
evidence of what we do not see.  

You see, our faith is like holding title to something.  It is  
also evidence of things that we can’t otherwise see.  Those 
two ideas are helpful, but at the same time to define belief 
or trust as holding title and having evidence doesn’t quite 
make sense until I saw the connection to Romans 10:17:   

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.   

Although, as human beings, our faith can be in many things, 
this passage is telling us that the faith that matters to God, 
the faith that is to be the legacy of His righteous ones, is to 
have as its object the Word of God.  Furthermore, it is the 
study of the Word of God that prompts our faith.  Here is 
the connection, when our study of the Word of God brings 
us to the point of belief—trust—in a specific truth of the 
Word of God, it is as if we hold title to that reality.  Further-
more, it is the Word of God that provides evidence of things 
we would have no other way of knowing, that is things not 
seen.  God wants the redeemed to depend upon Him.  Our 
dependence is stimulated by time spent in the Word.  And, 
when we choose to depend upon what He has revealed and 
preserved for us, it is the same as holding title to reality.  
That’s why if you will keep reading the devotionals, I will 
keep writing them.   

Readings in Philippians 
Tuesday, April 20: Read Philippians 1 

We now leave Exodus and return to our study of the 
Book of Philippians.  Again we will supplement our  

detailed study with other readings in the  
New Testament. 

In Verse 5, we have the Greek word koinonia, typically 
translated fellowship or 
partnership.  This word 
carries the connotation 
of closeness of relation-
ship and was a distinc-
tive characteristic of the 
early church.  We also 
have the word gospel, 
which literally means 
good news.  The context determines just how broadly to 
apply the term.   

Thus, Paul always has joy because of the Philippians’  
fellowship in the good news, as a part of their mutual  
ministry.  This brings to mind the question: Just how is it 
that we fellowship in the gospel?  I would like to propose 
the following as a partial listing: prayer, financial support, 
developing a missionary mindset, pursuing spiritual growth, 
sharing the Gospel, and suffering for ministry’s sake.   

Now after running down this list, we can ask the question, 
“How are we doing?”  We can ask this question individually.  
However, every fellowship should also ask it corporately.  
As we do a survey our fellowship, I think we will find it is 
the last two items, that I have underlined, that are going to 
cause us to acknowledge we really haven’t measured up.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, April 19: Read Exodus 15 

(Continued) 

So too, we can sing regarding the specifics of our redemp-
tion: my sins have been washed away; the power of sin has 
been broken; God prepares a place for me that where He is 
I will be with Him.   

No wonder various forms of the Song of the Redeemed 
have been sung since the beginning of the Church. 

Redeemed how I love to proclaim it! 
 Redeemed by the blood of the lamb;  
Redeemed through his infinite mercy,  

His child, and forever, I am.  

Although the singing of the song is no guarantee that we 
will walk in obedience (as the Israelites failed to do shortly 
after they sang their song), it is a very good practice for us 
to regularly reflect on the many facets of the great redemp-
tion that is ours in Jesus Christ. 

 

Return to Exodus 
Thursday, April 15: Read Romans 6  

We have been investigating the quality of life expected of 
the redeemed by studying post-Exodus Israel.  Thus far, 
we have seen that God intends to be with His redeemed—
to keep and preserve.  Secondly, we have learned that He  
expects the redeemed to live in dependence upon Him.  
Here is a third thing we can learn about the redeemed.  
From the moment a person is redeemed, the old master 
will try to get his slave back and will go through all kinds of 
machinations to do so.   

The Israelites were hardly gone from Egypt when Exodus 
14 reveals that Pharaoh once again changed His mind and 
decided to recover his slaves.  Do you see what I am  
saying—the oppressor always tries to recapture those who 
are redeemed!  It is so important for us to realize this,  
because it has spiritual application.  For, from the very  
moment a child of God has been redeemed from the slave 
market of sin and transferred from the dominion of  
darkness into the kingdom of the Son (Colossians 1:13), the 
old master (which can be considered to be the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil) is trying to regain control.   You can 
see this struggle from the first verse of Romans 6:  

Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  

This is a hypothetical question raised by a saved (redeemed) 
person.  Of course, Paul’s answer is: 

God forbid!  We died to sin how can we live in it any 
longer?               Romans 6:2 

Now hear me carefully at this point. I am not saying you can 
lose your salvation!  I am saying you can choose to serve an 
old master.  God forbid!  That would be even worse than the 
Israelites voluntarily marching back to Egypt and once again 
taking up their old lives as slaves.  Are there areas in your 
life where you have allowed yourself to be oppressed?  We’ll 
consider this further tomorrow. 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, April 16: Read Colossians 2 

We began a discussion yesterday on the truth that God  
expects His redeemed to dramatically break their  
relationship with their former oppressor.  In the same way 
that Pharaoh went after his former slaves to recapture 
them, so too do the world, the flesh, and the Devil seek to 
regain control over each redeemed child of God.  But what 
each one of us needs to know is that God broke the hold of 
Pharaoh as oppressor forever. 

The water flowed back and covered the chariots and 
horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had  
followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not one of them 
survived.  But the Israelites went through on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their right and on 
their left.  That day the Lord saved Israel. . .And  
when the Israelites saw the great power the Lord  
displayed. . .the people feared the Lord and put their 
trust in Him.             Exodus 14:28-31 

For His redeemed today, He has provided for us an equally 
dramatic spiritual deliverance.    

When you were dead in your sins and in the  
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you 
alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, having 
canceled the written code. . .He took it away nailing it 
to the cross.  And having disarmed the powers and  
authorities, He made a public spectacle of them,  
triumphing over them by the cross.    Colossians 2:13-15  

In the same way that Pharaoh was completely defeated by 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, so too sin and the 
forces of evil that had dominion over us have been  
completely broken by the work of the cross.  Not only that, 
but Jesus made a public spectacle of their total defeat 
through the work of the cross and His resurrection to follow.   
We sing Victory in Jesus because there really is one—He is 
the author and perfecter of our faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

Return to Exodus 
Monday, April 19: Read Exodus 15  

What should be our response, as those who have been  
redeemed from the slave market of sin? 

. . .with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without  
blemish or defect. . .chosen before the creation of 
the world, but was revealed in these last times for 
your sake.                I Peter 1:19-20   

We should sing the song of the redeemed, just like the  
Israelites did in Exodus 15!  Much of this song has direct 
application to New Testament saints:   

I will sing to the Lord for He is highly exalted . . .the 
Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my 
salvation;. . .Your right hand, O Lord, was majestic  
in power.  Your right hand, O Lord, shattered the  
enemy.  In the greatness of Your majesty, You threw 
down those who opposed you. . .Who among the 
gods is like you, O Lord?  Who is like you—majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?    
               Exodus 15: 1-11 

And, there is much more in these verses.  Of course, the 
Israelites sang of the specifics of their day, for example the 
horse and rider thrown into the sea.   

         Continued on the next page. 


