
June 2022 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

Direct my footsteps 
according to  

Your Word; 
let no sin 

rule over me! 
Psalm 119:133 



Foreword 
As is typical, we’ll be reading in both the New and Old 
Testaments as we continue our 
readings in Hebrews and  
I Corinthians, and add selec-
tions from the Book of Proverbs.  
I trust you will enjoy venturing 
into the wisdom literature of the 
Bible—although it is all able to 
make wise the simple.  

That is how I see myself when I 
come to the Bible—as one who 
is simple, one who is humbly in 
great need of the truths and 
promises found in God’s Word.  
For God says: 

“This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and 
contrite in spirit, and trembles at My Word.”   
                 Isaiah 66:2 

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Back in Hebrews 
Wednesday, June 1: Read John 1 

I want to continue yesterday’s line of investigation by 
rightly relating the written Word to the Living Word:   

• On the one hand we have:   

All Scripture is God-breathed . . .        II Timothy 3:16 

This is something that is true of the Bible and no other 
book!  As Peter revealed:  

. . . men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit.        II Peter 1:21  

• But wait, there is another aspect to consider that we 
found in our reading today:  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God 
in the beginning.  Through Him all things were 
made . . .                John 1:1-3    

Now you might have trouble with the term word used 
as a proper noun, but this is all cleared up a few  
verses later:   

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us . . .               John 1:14   

It is clear that The Word is another of the names of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   

• How do we make sense out of both Scripture and the 
Lord Jesus being referred to as the Word?  Consider 
the following scripture:   

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love Him . . . But we have the mind of Christ. 
           I Corinthians 2:9, 16   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Back in Hebrews 
Wednesday, June 1: Read John 1 

(Continued) 

We would know nothing about God’s plan of salvation 
if He hadn’t revealed it to us, but note what He calls 
His revelation—the mind of Christ.   

Are you following?  The written Word of God is the 
thoughts, affections, and purposes of the Living Word—
provided to us in a form we can hold in our hand and 
study daily.  If this is true, then is it any wonder that  
Jesus excoriated the Pharisees as follows:   

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you 
think that by them you possess eternal life.  These 
are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you  
refuse to come to Me to have life.”    John 5:39-40  

Normally we would be delighted should a person search 
the Scriptures in order to learn what God has to say about 
eternal life. but what Jesus makes clear is the following:  
if you find an approach to eternal life that is not centered 
in Him, then you have missed it entirely.  The written 
Word of God bears witness to the Living Word of God!  
One stands behind the other and we dare not separate 
them.  To be sure, now we know why the Word of God is 
alive and powerful  for it is HIS Word!  



Back in Hebrews 
Thursday, June 2: Read II Peter 1 

In our study of Hebrews, we have had a lengthy exposi-
tion on faith ending with the essential concept of entering 
the rest of faith.  Then, in Hebrews 4:12, we have been 
challenged to connect together the Living Word, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who stands behind and gives life and power 
to the written Word.  Now in Verse 13, we read:   

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of Him to whom we must give account.   
             Hebrews 4:13  

Now our challenge is to put these ideas together:   

• Once we grasp the need to walk by faith, we need an 
object for our faith.   

• That object is the Word of God!  The reason the Word 
is the one and only object for the believer’s faith is 
that it is the mind of Christ.  That is, the power and 
vitality of the written Word is based upon the sover-
eign, omnipotent, all-wise Living Word that stands be-
hind it.  No wonder: 

. . . faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God.              Romans 10:17   

• On the positive side, the written Word puts us in touch 
with our Savior—we can know Him and grow into an 
ever deeper relationship with Him.  Further, He sees 
everything!  He knows our struggles with unbelief and 
the deceitfulness of this world.  But He has provided: 

. . . everything we need for life and godliness . . . 
through His great and precious promises.   
             II Peter 1:3-4  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Back in Hebrews 
Thursday, June 2: Read II Peter 1 

(Continued) 

• As a caution, we are going to give an account to our 
Lord and Savior, and there is no fooling Him—
everything will be uncovered and laid bare!  Have you 
followed the message?  We are going to give an  
account of our resting in the promises of God for every 
challenge that comes our way as Christians.  This isn’t 
to make us fearful, but needy!  How do I know that?  
Let’s peek ahead and look at Verse 16:  

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.              Hebrews 4:16   

Once again, if we have a need, God’s grace has an answer 
and we’ll seek to understand that answer over the course 
of the next few days.  



Back in Hebrews 
Friday, June 3: Read Hebrews 4:1-12 

Let’s begin today by linking together Hebrews 4:11-13 
and 16.  The understanding we developed is as  
follows: We are to face the challenges associated with 
health, heartache, and happenstance by being quick to 
the Word and appropriating by faith the promises we find 
there.  This works because behind the written Word 
stands the Living Word, allowing it to powerfully work in 
our lives.  Further, we know we are going to give an  
account for our lack of faith, so we must take God up on  
another promise—being able to come before His throne: 

. . . that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.     Hebrews 4:16   

Note carefully that, in context, this refers to our need of 
entering the rest of God as the means of facing life’s chal-
lenges.  In short, we can turn from God in trial, or turn to 
Him to receive what He has promised to provide—grace 
and mercy.  Our access to the very throne of God is such 
a marvelous provision of His grace, that I want to ask and 
answer these questions: How could we possibly be the 
recipients of such a blessing?  What did we do to deserve 
it?  Is this for every believer, or only for the spiritually 
elite? To answer, our access to the throne of God is not 
based upon our merit, but upon that of our Savior!  He is 
our High Priest. He represents us to God:   

. . . we have a great High Priest who has gone 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God . . .  
we do not have a High Priest who is unable to  
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way . . . yet was 
without sin.          Hebrews 4:14-15    

This is our sole basis for coming before the throne of the 
Father in time of need.  We have more to consider on the 
throne of grace.   We will continue on Monday. 

 



Back in Hebrews 
Monday, June 6: Read Hebrews 7 

Continuing from where we left off on Friday: How do we 
know that Jesus has really provided access to the Father?  
First, we know because: 

He opened the way into the Most Holy Place once 
for all by His own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption.           Hebrews 9:12   

Second, His work was so acceptable to the Father that He 
said to the Son:  

“Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet.”       Hebrews 1:13 

But how do we know that Jesus is willing to help us when 
we face the struggle to believe, which is really a form of 
temptation?  We can know on two counts:  

. . . He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is 
able to aid those who are tempted.   Hebrews 2:18   

. . . He is able to save completely those who come to 
God through Him, because He always lives to inter-
cede for them.           Hebrews 7:25  

You see, Jesus seeks to help when we are tempted to 
doubt!  In the midst of trial, He is right there at God’s 
right hand interceding for us.  We can have perfect confi-
dence, through our Savior, to come before the Throne of 
Grace to find mercy and grace to help in time of need.  
We do not want to fall into unbelief by following the ex-
ample of the Exodus Generation so clearly laid out in He-
brews Chapter 3.  It has been my observation that those 
who feel confident about their walk with the Lord, rightly 
or wrongly, feel comfortable taking their needs to the 
Lord, while those who are the furthest away, and need 
grace and mercy the most, no longer feel like they are eli-
gible to receive it.  We need to correct this in our thinking,  
and we will—tomorrow!    



Back in Hebrews 
Tuesday, June 7: Read Luke 18:1-14 

The Pharisee in today’s reading was quite confident in his 
own right standing before 
God.  Let me suggest 
that, if he were found in 
today’s church, he would 
be very comfortable with 
the idea of coming before 
the Throne of Grace as 
described in Hebrews 
4:16.   

We will leave the hum-
bling of the self-righteous 
Christian to the Lord, 
since that is not today’s 
topic.  For today, I want 
you to think about Chris-
tians who have made an 
absolute mess out of their lives, know it, and are just hop-
ing that God doesn’t notice.  Can they come before the 
Throne of Grace to find either mercy or grace?  Of course 
they can!  In fact, they are the ones who need to come 
the most.  They need to get back into fellowship with God 
through confession of sin so that they can start walking by 
faith and entering the place where they are once again 
resting in the promises of God.   

Perhaps you are thinking of some person who desperately 
needs God’s mercy and grace, but are clearly unworthy of 
it.  Listen, I have news for you—we are all unworthy of it!  
How can I be so sure it is available to those who have 
failed, and perhaps failed severely?  I love to give the an-
swers because there are so many. 

Continued on the next page. 

 



Back in Hebrews 
Tuesday, June 7: Read Luke 18:1-14 

(Continued) 

We can confidently come before the Throne of Grace  
because: 

• We have a faithful High Priest who has opened heaven 
for the least child of God and ever lives to intercede 
for us. (Hebrews 9:12, 7:25)   

• We have been accepted in the Beloved.  That means 
that our acceptance is not based upon what we have 
done, but upon what Christ has done. (Ephesians 1:6) 

• We have been raised up with Christ and are seated 
with Him in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 2:6) 

• Our lives are now hidden with Christ in God!  
(Colossians 3:3) 

That last reason is the clincher.  Imagine some discour-
aged and guilty child of God wondering if he or she could 
possibly receive mercy and grace from God—all the while 
feeling too far away to be able to do so.  The spiritual re-
ality is that his or her very life is hidden in the One who is, 
at this very moment, at the right hand of the Father!   

Are you following this?  Every believing Christian—no mat-
ter the circumstances—is right this very moment in Christ, 
at the throne of grace.  They need no more than turn and 
they are before the Throne of Grace.  Once there, all they 
need do is confess their sin and seek mercy and grace 
from the Father who loves His Son, with whom we are 
identified, and so He loves us.   

It is that straight-forward.  Do not let your sinful nature, 
or the evil one, ever talk you out of coming to the Father 
to receive what we all need—His mercy and grace!  



Returning to I Corinthians 
Wednesday, June 8:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-23 

What did Paul preach in the city of Corinth?  I Corinthians 
2:2 tells us: “Christ and Him crucified.”  In Chapter 15, 
Paul further says:  

For what I received I passed on to you as of first  
importance: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures  
. . . and that He appeared to more than 500 of the 
brothers . . .             I Corinthians 15:3-6  

Christ died in our place and for our sins, and then was 
raised from the dead with a new immortal body to show 
that He was the Son of God, just as He claimed.  Chapter 
15 also teaches us that every child of God should have the 
same expectation of a resurrection body just like the 
Lord’s —one that is imperishable.   

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Wednesday, June 8:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-23 
(Continued) 

For Christians, the cross is the place where our sins have 
been paid for, and a resurrec-
tion—a future bodily, physical 
resurrection—is our great 
hope for the future.  At that 
time death will have been 
swallowed up in victory.   
(I Corinthians 15:54) 

This message from Paul to 
the Corinthians was in direct conflict with the prevailing 
Greek beliefs of Paul’s day.  Yet, many believed.  This 
message is in direct conflict with the prevailing beliefs of 
science and medicine in our day.  Yet, many still be-
lieve.  Consider: 

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to 
be pitied more than all men.      I Corinthians 15:19  

Our hope is a blessed hope of the sure and certain return 
of Jesus Christ to take us to Himself.  It may be foolish to 
many of our acquaintances, but has not: 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
            I Corinthians 1:20 

And, is not God: 

. . . pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe.        I Corinthians 1:21 

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Returning to I Corinthians  
Thursday, June 9: Read Philippians 2 

I Corinthians 15:12 lays down a gauntlet for every born-
again Christian:   

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that there is no  
resurrection of the dead?  

In Paul’s day the cultured Greeks mocked the idea of a 
resurrection. (Acts 17:32)  However, this passage indicates 
that this false teaching is coming from someone within the 
Church!  It is no different in our day.  If some influential 
group on the outside of the church attacks the resurrec-
tion, then there are sure to follow those inside the church 
who feel we have to stay current and relevant.   

Read this quote from Rudolph Bultmann: 

A historical fact which involves a resurrection from 
the dead is utterly inconceivable . . . 

Bultmann, at one time, chided Christians for believing in 
the Resurrection in this day in which we have the modern 
convenience of the light bulb!  To him, it was just too far-
fetched now that we know so much.   

Would you be surprised to learn that this man was one of 
the most influential theologians of the 20th century?  So, 
what is your belief with respect to the Resurrection? 

I trust you see in I Corinthians 15 that, without a doubt, a 
bodily, physical resurrection is in view.  Furthermore, I 
asked you to read Philippians 2, because without specify-
ing the resurrection by name, it tells us how God honored 

Continued on the next page. 

 

 



Returning to I Corinthians  
Thursday, June 9: Read Philippians 2 

(Continued) 

Christ by promoting Him from the obedience of the cross 
to the place of honor in glory, And, there is only one way 
to get from one to the other:   

And being found in appearance as a man, He hum-
bled Himself and became obedient to death—even 
death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted Him to the 
highest place and gave Him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord . . .              Philippians 2:8-11 

The only way from death on the cross to the highest place 
of exaltation is a Resurrection! 

HE is risen! 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Friday, June 10: Read Daniel 2 

Continuing our discussion of resurrection, I Corinthians 
15:22-23 are often overlooked verses of Scripture:   

. . . in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his 
own turn: Christ, the first-fruits; then, when He 
comes, those who belong to Him. 

The reference to first-fruits is a reference to a Jewish 
feast day.  In taking the first grain to ripen (barley), the 
Jews paused to thank God for the harvest that was going 
to come in the months ahead.  Jesus is the first to be  
resurrected with a new body like His.  He is the first fruits 
of the resurrection, but there is much more to follow.   

I thought you would enjoy seeing the Scripture that talks 
about those groups that are going to be resurrected in the 
future.  Just keep in mind—Christ was first!    

For . . . we (of the church) who are alive and remain 
until the coming of the Lord will by no means pre-
cede those who are asleep.  For the Lord Himself 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up togeth-
er with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air.   And thus we shall always be with the Lord.   
           I Thessalonians 4:15-17  

Thus far, we have covered the church age saints.  Now 
let’s turn to the Old Testament:   

. . . And there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation . . . And many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.         Daniel 12:1-2 

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Friday, June 10: Read Daniel 2 

(Continued) 

Then there are those who die during the time of the Great 
Tribulation.  

. . .Then I saw the souls of those who had been  
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast  
or his image, and had not received his mark on  
their foreheads or on their hands.  And they lived 
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  But 
the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished.  This is the first  
resurrection.             Revelation 20:4-5  

It is amazing how much God can pack into a few verses of 
Scripture isn’t it?   

Finally, there is one other resurrection—the one that we 
would just as soon no one would experience.  This final 
resurrection is of those who did not believe and face the 
judgment of Christ on the great white throne.  They are 
going to experience the Second Death upon being cast 
into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)  

 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Monday, June 13:  

Read I Corinthians 15:24-58 

This is part of a message originally given  
on a Memorial Day. 

There is a certain bittersweetness associated with a  
remembrance holiday, such as the Memorial Day we  
celebrated just two weeks ago.  On the one hand, I  
appreciate the fine men and women who have made so 
many sacrifices to serve in our armed forces.  On the  
other hand, I think of how many over the centuries have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in giving their lives.   

For me, this bittersweetness is captured in the image of 
the military cemetery—row upon row of the fallen.  Not 
only is it somber, but there is a certain angst associated 
with enjoying the blessings of freedom, when those bless-
ings are in turn built upon the sacrifices—the death—of so 
many others.  Is not the thankfulness for personal benefit 
coupled with the pain of loss or guilt associated with the 
price paid?  The reality of Christianity and the power of 
God is that for the Christian, we must understand the long 
row of tombstones in this context: These soldiers were 
called to serve.   

But is this call to serve not true of the Christian as well?   
Are we not ambassadors for Christ, witnesses to the pow-
er of the resurrection and those who hold out the Gospel 
of life?  Furthermore, every soldier has a specialty.  In the 
same way, have we not learned that every Christian has a 
spiritual gift and a role to play within the Body of Christ in 
order to fulfill our mission of reaching the lost?   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Monday, June 13: 

Read I Corinthians 15:24-58 (Continued) 

One final question.  Is it worth it to answer the call, to  
fulfill the mission, and to sacrifice ourselves for the sake 
of Christ?  Consider the words of one who felt so strongly 
the answer was yes!  

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 
that which he can never lose.   Missionary Jim Elliot 

Then heed these words of Scripture:  

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's 
will save it.             Mark 8:35  

We dare not lose sight of the fact that every human being 
will eventually rise 
from the dead.  This, 
and every other  
cemetery, will be  
empty.  Some will rise 
to a resurrection body 
and an eternity with 
God and some to eter-
nal separation in the 
Lake of Fire.  It is not so much that some live and some 
die.  Rather, it is that all are appointed once to die and 
then judgment.   

What matters is each person’s individual response to the 
Gospel, and then, for those who respond in faith, the 
quality of the life lived thereafter!   

 

 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Tuesday, June 14: Read Revelation 21 

After describing the quality of the resurrection body—  
incorruptible and immortal—I Corinthians 15 goes on to 
tell us that Death is swallowed up in victory.  

You see, all mankind feels the sting of death because of 
sin (I Corinthians 15:56), but the salvation that is ours 
through faith in Jesus Christ dealt with the penalty of sin, 
the power of sin, and the presence of sin.  This is why 
death is swallowed up in victory.   

Be very careful to note that this victory is found in one, 
and only one, place:   

. . . thanks be to God, who gives us the victory  
through our Lord Jesus Christ.      I Corinthians 15:57 

I had you read Revelation 21 today because I wanted you 
to see what victory looks like.  Consider how sin manifests 
itself in so many forms of death and suffering in this 
world, and then consider the following:  

. . . Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and  
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His  
people.  God Himself will be with them and be their 
God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.          Revelation 21:3-4 

Can we say it one more time: 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ!   

And all God’s people said, "Amen." 

 

 



Returning to I Corinthians 
Wednesday, June 15:  
Read I Corinthians 16 

To close out our study of I Corinthians, I want to look first 
at a verse from the Psalms and then one from Chapter 16.    

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.         Psalm 90:12 

This verse is challenging us to realize how short our lives are 
on this earth so that we live in such a way as to make our lives 
count.  This thought is reiterated in Ephesians 5:15: 

. . . walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,  
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  

Now let’s connect this with I Corinthians 16:13:   

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith, be men of 
courage; be strong.  Do everything in love.  

Paul’s final admonition is to be on guard, stand firm, be 
courageous and strong, and to wrap it all up in a I Corin-
thians 13 kind of love that we learned is a kind of spirit-
enabled love, a love that works toward the very best for 
others.  This kind of love is more important than one’s 
giftedness and requires sacrifice by the one doing the lov-
ing.  Let’s connect these Scriptures.   

Do you want to number your days aright?  Then be on 
guard lest apathy creeps in toward spiritual things.  Do you 
want to redeem the time?  Then never tire of being remind-
ed of the great truths of the faith.  Realize that ours is a 
calling to stand for the truth in the face of opposition from 
this world.  Be strong in the strength that only the Lord can 
provide.  Do you want to test how well you are doing at 
properly valuing the days the Lord has given you?  See how 
well you are living in light of I Corinthians 13—doing every-
thing in love.  It is just one verse, but it is quite a challenge 
and the perfect way to close this great letter to the Church! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, June 16:  

Read Proverbs 1:1-9, 10:1-11 

We are going to begin a reading of selected portions of 
the Book of Proverbs.  Because we won’t read all of the 
Book of Proverbs, you may want to supplement our devo-
tional readings with your own study.  I believe you are 
going to be greatly surprised at the scope and depth of 
this book.  Nearly everyone is familiar with the short pithy 
sayings that can be found in the later portion of the book 
of Proverbs, but until you spend time studying the book, 
few realize just how much the book establishes, in a very 
practical way, what it means to have a Biblical worldview.    

Let’s begin by asking the question: “What is a proverb?”  
Warren Wiersbe answers this way: 

Pithy statements that summarize in a few short 
words practical truths relating to some aspect of 
everyday life. 

Proverbs are typically comparison or contrasting state-
ments in the form of this is better than that.  Perhaps you 
noticed the difference in the form of the text in Chapters 1 
and 10, for the actual proverbs don’t start until Chapter 
10.  The first nine chapters focus on providing wisdom  
using a wide variety of figures of speech, but from Chap-
ter 10 on, it is largely a collection of pithy statements con-
trasting or comparing two approaches to life.  Take a look 
again at the readings in Chapter 1 and 10, and you should 
see the difference quite distinctly.  Also note that the first 
verse in the book tells us who authored much of the Book 
of Proverbs—Solomon.  We should see his revelation of 
wisdom in light of I Kings 4:29:   

God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight,  
and a breadth of understanding as measureless  
as the sand on the seashore. 
 



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, June 17:  

Read Proverbs 1:2-6, 1:20, 3:15-19 

I had you read a sampling of passages because today I 
want us to be able to answer the question: “What’s the 
theme of the Book of Proverbs?”  You don’t have to look 
any further than the second verse of the first chapter:   

The proverbs of Solomon . . . to know wisdom . . . 

Some form of the word wisdom is used six times in the 
first seven verses and over 125 times in the Book of  
Proverbs.  It is clear the Book of Proverbs places a  
premium on the concept of wisdom:  

Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who 
gains understanding . . .       Proverbs 3:13 

Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.   
Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 
                Proverbs 4:7   

At this point, we must be very careful to note that the  
Hebrew word translated wisdom is not exactly equivalent 
to the English word.  We tend to think of someone who is 
wise as having a high IQ or great academic accomplish-
ments.  The Hebrew concept is much different.  The word 
translated wisdom carries the idea of having a certain  



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, June 17:  

Read Proverbs 1:2-6, 1:20, 3:15-19 
(Continued) 

skill.  Within the context of God’s call on His people, it is 
skill in living consistent with the character and nature of 
God.   

That is why you will so often see wisdom associated with 
a whole range of terms like instruction, perception, under-
standing, prudence, discretion, and so on.  God has two 
goals or outcomes for wisdom in the life of His people:  
deep character and straight thinking! (Ortland)  

Is there any reason whatsoever to think that God’s call on 
His people is any different in the New Testament or any 
different for His church?  Of course not!  Skill in living, 
from God’s perspective, is in season in all parts of the  
Bible and during any stage of history! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Monday, June 20: Read Ecclesiastes 12 

As we focus upon the wisdom that is revealed within the 
Book of Proverbs, it will be very helpful for us to under-
stand that the concept of wisdom has two bookends.  The 
first is the Fear of the Lord:   

The Fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and 
the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.   
             Proverbs 9:10  

To have a Biblical recognition of who God is and thereby 
develop a deep respect for what He is like and what He is 
capable of doing is where wisdom begins.  Waltke explains:  

As notes are to a musical score, the alphabet to writ-
ten language, and numbers to arithmetic; so also the 
Fear of the Lord is to wisdom.  Without it, you may 
have some degree of understanding, knowledge,  
discernment, etc.—but you don’t have wisdom in the 
Biblical sense. 

The other bookend of wisdom is found in today’s reading:   

. . . Here is the conclusion of the matter.  Fear God 
and keep His commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man.     Ecclesiastes 12:13    

If the Fear of the Lord is one bookend, then obedience to 
God is the other.  In other words, you are not in the realm 
of wisdom, no matter how many academic degrees or 
how much worldly success you might have, unless you 
begin from a recognition of who God is and what He is 
like which in turn leads to obedience to God!   We may 
know what we are supposed to do—and then choose not 
to do it.  That’s not wisdom.  It is not until we act on what 
we know from God’s Word that we will have acted wisely!  
Perhaps the graphic on the next page will help you  
remember what we have learned thus far as we prepare 
to begin looking at portions of the text of Proverbs.   



Selections from Proverbs 
Tuesday, June 21:  

Read Proverbs 1:20-33 

I am going to spend a couple of days introducing you to 
the terrible trio of the Book of Proverbs.  They are the 
simple, the fool, and the mocker (scorner).  You can find 
all three mentioned in today’s reading.  You can consider 
them to be the players on the stage of life.  Part of being 
wise is to recognize them and to be on guard lest they 
draw you away from your relationship with the Lord.  You 
might not immediately recognize the importance of this 
lesson.  However, I cringe regarding the vulnerability of 
those in our extended families who are (or one day will 
be) heading off to college.  If they are not forewarned, 
they will fall prey.  Today college campuses are full of the  

Continued on the next page. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Tuesday, June 21:  

Read Proverbs 1:20-33 (Continued) 

simple, the fool, and the scorner—many with advanced 
degrees and oratory prowess.  What a tragedy when a 
young man or woman raised in a Christian home comes 
back after being educated, and is, in the eyes of God, 
spiritually naive, worse yet a fool, or worst of all a proud 
mocker.   

Perhaps by the time we are done with this simple intro-
duction, you will be able to readily recognize this terrible 
trio.  Perhaps by the time ten words come out of some-
one’s mouth—be it a neighbor, a politician, or a Supreme 
Court judge—you will be able to categorize their thinking 
in light of divine viewpoint as wise, simple, foolish, or a 
mocker.   

Why should we be paying attention?  

For though we live in the world, we do not wage 
war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with 
are not the weapons of the world . . . we demolish  
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.   
            II Corinthians 10:3-5   

You see Christians are meant to be a thinking people! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, June 22: Read Psalm 19 

We continue with the simple, the fool, and the mocker to 
see if we can learn to recognize each and the antidote for 
their condition.  What qualifies you to wear the label sim-
ple?  One translation says it this way:   

. . . simple ones love their naïveté.    Proverbs 1:22 

To be simple is a way of approaching life.  It is to be 
tossed to and fro by every new spiritual buzz, every theo-
ry from academia, 
charismatic politi-
cians, the news 
media, and whoev-
er else confidently 
proclaims truth.  
These are the kind 
of people who tell 
you the Bible is full 
of inconsistencies 
without being able 
to give you a sin-
gle one.  You see, the simple have never actually read the 
Bible but someone, just once, authoritatively told them 
that the untruth of inconsistency was so.   

I sometimes think we have become a nation of simple 
people.  Just in the last 20-25 years I can recall all of the 
promised disasters which caused consternation on the 
part of so many: overpopulation, nuclear winter, peak oil, 
Y2K, and global warming to name a view.  Bridges says it 
this way: 

To believe every Word of God is faith.  To believe 
every word of man is credulity.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, June 22: Read Psalm 19

(Continued) 

I don’t know about you, but I have a healthy skepticism 
regarding most pronouncements of the so-called elite of 
our day.  Here are a few characteristics of the simple:   

• They are gullible:  

The simple believes every word, but the prudent 
considers well his steps.         Proverbs 14:15   

• They learn everything the hard way:   

A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself;  
The simple pass on and are punished.   Proverbs 27:12 

• Their shortcomings can be deadly:  

For the turning away of the simple will slay them,  
and the complacency of fools will destroy them. 
            Proverbs 1:32  

Now we ask, is there an antidote for the simple?  The  
Bible provides several.  Consider these two: 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;  
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple.                Psalm 19:7   

The unfolding of Your words gives light; it gives  
understanding to the simple.        Psalm 119:130  

Not surprisingly, the antidote seems to center upon the 
Word of God.   Perhaps there is something to be said in 
favor of daily time in God’s Word—perhaps even through 
a devotional of some kind!    

We go on to the fool tomorrow. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, June 23:  

Read Psalm 14 and Proverbs 14 

When it comes to the fool, you had to know we were  
going to start with Psalm 14:1   

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

Again, fool is not a name you call someone, but it is  
descriptive of a certain manner of thinking and way of  
approaching the world.  The Latin word for fool carries the 
idea of being puffed up—a windbag.  The Hebrew word 
carries the idea of being stubborn or brutish.  When you 
add fools despise wisdom from Proverbs 1:7 to Psalm 
14:1, you get a person that, in their thinking, has decided: 

God is not all that much.  I don’t have much respect 
for what I am hearing about Him.  I think I’ll just go 
my own way and do my own thing because I don’t 
think there will be much in the way of consequences.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, June 23:  

Read Psalm 14 and Proverbs 14 
(Continued) 

If you listen carefully, you will hear this kind of attitude  
expressed by many public figures—including some very 
prominent ones.  In essence, it is an absence of the Fear 
of the Lord.  It just goes to show that one can be a fool in 
attitude while having advanced degrees and a lot of other 
worldly success.  Let me give you two characteristics of a 
fool to consider:   

• A fool won’t learn from God’s Word or anyone else.  

A fool despises his father's instruction, but he who 
receives correction is prudent.   
         Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 15:5  

• Foolishness is a deep-seated problem.   

Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle  
along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness will 
not depart from him.               Proverbs 27:22   

What is the antidote for foolishness? The answer is longer 
than I have space for, but let me tell you where it starts:   

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those  
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved  
it is the power of God.      I Corinthians 1:18   

Can you tell what I have in mind?  The antidote starts 
with recognizing we are sinners before a holy God and 
have no hope apart from the salvation that is available in 
Jesus Christ.  When we then accept God’s gift of salvation 
by placing our faith in the person and work of Christ, we 
have made the first and largest step possible to move 
from foolishness to wisdom! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, June 24: Read Daniel 4  

Today we discuss the last member of the terrible trio—the 
mocker!  The Hebrew word translated both scorner and 
mocker carries the idea of using one’s mouth to deride or 
tear down.  Ortlund describes the mocker this way:  

Having no intellectual or spiritual ammunition, the 
scorner depends on ridicule and contempt in dealing  
with those who disagree. 

If the fool thinks he can ignore God with impunity, then 
the mocker takes things a step further by openly ridiculing 
and attacking God.  These 
kinds of individuals write 
books, such as “god is not 
Great,”  that make the Times 
bestseller list.  What category 
of people do you think reads 
these books? 

These are two characteristics 
of the mocker:   

• Pride and arrogance are 
worn like a first name:  

A proud and haughty 
man--”Scoffer” is his 
name . . .     Proverbs 21:24   

• Not the least bit interested in what you have to say: 

A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, nor 
will he go to the wise.              Proverbs 15:12  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, June 24: Read Daniel 4  

(Continued) 

As we have asked each time, what is the antidote for the 
mocker?  It is one word—humility!  God’s approach can be 
defined by Proverbs 3:34:  

Surely He scorns the scornful, but gives grace to the 
humble.  

Perhaps you are thinking that it doesn’t seem very likely 
that a mocker would assume humility—especially toward 
God.  You’re right, but God has a way of forcing humility 
to occur.  Consider the fourth chapter of Daniel.  Daniel 
tells the most powerful king in the Middle East:  

Renounce your sins by doing what is right . . .   
                 Daniel 4:27 

Nebuchadnezzar counters with: 

Is not this the great Babylon I have built . . . for the 
glory of my majesty?            Daniel 4:30 

This is what it looks like when God scorns the scornful: 

. . . you will eat grass like cattle . . . until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign . . . 
                Daniel 4:25 

And here is how it ended: 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven  
. . . then I praised the Most High . . .       Daniel 4:34 

It is possible, by the grace of God, for even a mocker to 
change!  



Selections from Proverbs 
Monday, June 27: Read Proverbs 9 

It is very possible that you think the discussion of the last 
three days—investigating the simple, the fool, and the 
mocker—has been a topic involving the unbeliever.  Let 
me make it clear that the believer can in every way mimic 
the terrible trio, and that is the reason we are studying 
them so that we can avoid taking on their mindset.  That 
is the reason they are addressed in the Book of Proverbs, 
so that we could be forewarned.   

Perhaps your response to that is, “Impossible!”  Well, the 
New Testament certainly teaches 
that Christians can be fleshly in 
thought and behavior, and let 
me show you this using the cate-
gories we have learned from 
Proverbs. I have heard a  
Christian music leader say: 

 Worship is related to decibel 
count and bass you can feel.  

That sounds like a simple view of worship to me.  Or how 
about the comments of David Neff:  

I think the responsible thing for gay and lesbian  
Christians to do is to form lasting, covenanted  
partnerships.  I also believe that the church should 
help them in those partnerships in the same way the 
church should fortify traditional marriages.  

Continued on the next page. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Monday, June 27: Read Proverbs 9 

(Continued) 

I would suggest that this is a fool’s view of God’s institute 
of marriage, and yet Mr. Neff was the editor-in-chief of 
Christianity Today for decades.   

Then how about this view of 
Christianity in general and 
the Gospel in particular by 
Brian McLaren:   

. . . the familiar story line 
of creation, fall, redemp-
tion, consummation (with 
heaven and hell as a re-
sult) is a grotesque Greco-
Roman distortion of the 

biblical narrative . . . He (Jesus) did not come to 
save people from hell . . . (The Gospel) is not a mes-
sage about how to get saved.  The gospel is the an-
nouncement of a “new kingdom, a new way of life, 
and a new way of peace that carried good news to 
all people of every religion” . . . No more “soul-sort” 
universe where our team goes to heaven and the 
bad guys go to hell. The future is open, inviting our 
participation.  In the end, God’s mercy will triumph 
and all shall be well.  

Brian McLaren is considered to be one of the 25 most in-
fluential Christians of our day and a leader in the Emerg-
ing Church movement.   

Wow!  What a promotion for the Church’s need for wis-
dom, beginning with the Fear of the Lord and leading to 
obedience to Him . 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, June 28: Read Psalm 84 

As we return our focus to the Book of Hebrews, let me 
suggest that you picture two different groups.  First, pic-
ture a first century church fellowship.  Of course, this 
means those who have responded in belief to the mes-
sage of the Gospel, but in this case it consists primarily of 
Jewish converts.  This little fellowship is experiencing 
pressure from their fellow Jews and from Roman culture, 
and they are finding it quite unpleasant.  Some are think-
ing about going back to Judaism.  Others are considering 
simply leaving the church in order to avoid further perse-
cution.  Of course, I am describing the audience of the 
Book of Hebrews.   

Second, picture a twenty-first 
century fellowship of believ-
ers whose culture seems to 
be collapsing before their 
very eyes.  Families are geo-
graphically separated, grand-
children have completely  
foreign thoughts and values, 
and this group is facing many 
challenges of their own.  
Things are definitely not as 
easy as they once were.  Of 
course, I am talking about 
us.  I want to affirm some-
thing I have said repeatedly 
right from the beginning: The 
Book of Hebrews is written to both groups—wobbly Jew-
ish believers of the first century, and us!   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, June 28: Read Psalm 84 

(Continued) 

For God has inspired the author of Hebrews to tell both 
groups:  

Wait!  Don’t turn away or become apathetic, until 
you have considered the truth.  Jesus, as the pre-
eminent One, is God in His own right and came as a 
representative of the Creator God of our entire  
universe.  This Jesus took on our humanity, tasted 
death for us, satisfied the just requirements of the 
Father, and, in doing so, broke us free of Satan’s 
grasp so that physical death is no longer to be 
feared.  Can the world do that for you?  Can science, 
technology or political platforms?  Not on your life! 
So why would you turn away?  I warn you, should 
you turn from this so-great a salvation, you will be 
headed for a spiritual wilderness of your own making 
and you will miss out on the blessing in time and 
eternity associated with being a partaker with Christ 
and entering the rest only He can provide.   

As the psalmist has said,  

How lovely is Your dwell-
ing place, O LORD  
Almighty.  My soul yearns, 
even faints, for the courts 
of the LORD; my heart and 
my flesh cry out for the 
living God . . . Better is 
one day in Your courts 
than a thousand else-
where . . . Psalm 84:1-2,10  

Oh, this great book is definitely to us and for us!  



Back to Hebrews 
Wednesday, June 29:  
Read Hebrews 5:1-11 

Chapter 5 begins: “Every High Priest …”, which makes it 
easy to think we have changed topics, but the writer of 
Hebrews is a master of developing his argument for hold-
ing fast to Christ.  So, after taking us to the throne of God 
at the end of Chapter 4, he is going to remind us of One 
who is always at the Throne of Grace, interceding on our 
behalf—our Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ!   

Now, as Christians during this the time of the Church, we 
may not be familiar with either the Aaronic Priesthood or 
the role of the High Priest, so let me walk you through a 
few items that should be of interest:   

• Under the Mosaic Law, Aaron (the brother of Moses) 
was the first High Priest, and his family given the 
priesthood.  

 “Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting . . . dress Aaron in the sacred  
garments, anoint him and consecrate him . . . bring 
his sons and dress them in tunics . . . so they may 
serve Me as priests.  Their anointing will be to a 
priesthood that will continue for all generations to 
come.”           Exodus 40:12-15    

• The priest is to represent man to God.  As part of this 
role, he would offer sacrifices for sin. (Leviticus 4:13-21)   

• A priest was set apart for ongoing ministry to God.  
Since he was chosen out of those he represented, he 
could sympathize with their failings.  We see that in 
today’s reading:  

He is able to deal gently with those who are  
ignorant and are going astray since he himself is 
subject to weakness.          Hebrews 5:2  

Continued on the next page.   

 



Back to Hebrews 
Wednesday, June 29:  

Read Hebrews 5:1-11 (Continued) 

• Because one in the line of the Aaronic Priesthood had 
failings of his own, when he brought sacrifices it was 
first for his own sin, and then for the sin of the people.   

“Aaron shall bring the bull 
for his own sin offering to 
make atonement for him-
self and his household, and 
he is to slaughter the bull 
for his own sin offering . . . 
He shall then slaughter the 
goat for the sin offering for 
the people . . . In this way 
he will make atonement 
for the Most Holy Place  
because of the unclean-
ness and rebellion of the 
Israelites, whatever their 
sins have been . . .”     
   Leviticus 16:11, 15-16  

• Becoming a priest was not 
a choice.  God chose you for 
the ministry.  Aaron and his sons were set apart for the 
priesthood, along with the tribe of Levi, for service in 
the Tabernacle and then the Temple. (See Exodus 32)   

You are likely wondering: Why all the information on the 
priesthood?  This is not part of the church.  You are right!  
But there is one thing we dare not overlook—major por-
tions of the next five chapters of the Book of Hebrews are 
going to contrast the better ministry of Jesus against the 
backdrop of the Aaronic Priesthood.  We won’t get the 
message of these chapters, unless we understand a few 
of the basics.  More to come! 



Back to Hebrews 
Thursday, June 30: Read Hebrews 10 

Like Aaron, Jesus was chosen by God for priestly ministry.   

. . . The LORD has sworn . . .”You are a priest forev-
er, in the order of Melchizedek.”    Hebrews 7:21  

Although there are many similarities between the priesthood of 
Aaron and Jesus, there are also striking differences:  

• As our High Priest, Jesus represented mankind to God, 
which is why He took on humanity.  

 . . . made like His brothers in every way, in order 
that He might become a merciful and faithful High 
Priest . . .           Hebrews 2:17  

• Because of His humanity, Jesus can sympathize with us. 

Because He Himself was tempted, He is able to 
help those who are being tempted.   Hebrews 2:18   

• Here is the first crucial distinction—Jesus never had any 
need to offer sacrifice for Himself, although He was:  

. . . tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was 
without sin.         Hebrews 4:15  

• Another distinction, and we can praise God for this,   
Jesus was not called to offer sacrifices over and over 
again, as was the Aaronic priesthood.  He was called 
to offer just one sacrifice for all time—Himself.   

And every priest stands ministering daily and offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins.  But this Man, after He had offered one  
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of 
God . . . for by one offering He has perfected forever 
those who are being sanctified.       Hebrews 10:11-14   

Did you catch the fact that the Aaronic Priesthood is of 
the tribe of Levi and Jesus was of the tribe of Judah.  That 
would seem problematic, until we realize that the priest-
hood of Jesus is not of Aaron, but of the mysterious  
Melchizedek.  More on that tomorrow.   
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