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Lessons From Philippians 
Monday August 2: Read James 4 

(Philippians 2:3-4)  

Consider the fact that each of us will make a choice to  
follow one of two examples:  Either pride, self-centered-
ness, and vanity or the rightful giving of glory (worship) to 
God and in humility considering others and their interests 
first.  On the one hand, we have the example of Lucifer, 
who was not satisfied with his privileged position in the 
plan of God.  He rebelled in a pride-driven effort to seize 
and direct glory to himself.  We also have the example of 
Eve who chose disobedience so she could be like God.   

On the other hand, we have the example of the Lord of 
Glory, Jesus Christ, who humbled himself in order to fulfill 
the plan of God.  Keep in mind that in all the universe, the 
only one for whom humility was not appropriate or required 
was our Lord.  Yet He chose to model it.  Consider the 
words of His prayer to the Father just before the crucifixion:   

I have brought You glory on earth by completing the 
work You gave Me to do.             John 17:4   

How can we do less?  For no “servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him.”  (John 13:16) This is a very clear call for us to follow 
the example of Christ in putting others first.  If our Lord 
and Savior was a servant to others, how is it that the focus 
in many churches has devolved into ministering to felt 
needs rather than seeing themselves as a body equipped 
to minister to others through loving the fellowship and  
attempting to rescue the perishing?   

In closing, everything we think and do is laid bare before 
the eyes of Him to whom we will give an account.  Our 
thoughts and motives do matter!  Remember, following 
after the example of our Lord is both a very high calling 
and impossible apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit.    

                  



Lessons From Philippians 
Tuesday, August 3: Read John 1 

(Philippians 2:6-7)  

These next few verses are going to make absolutely clear 
the unique nature of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Who being in very nature God. . .      John 1:1-3  

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the  
fullness should dwell. . .     Colossians 1:19  

. .that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit to-
gether in love, and attaining to all riches of the full  
assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the 
mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ. . . For 
in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. . . 
                    Colossians 2:2,9 

All these verses make it abundantly clear that Jesus is  
eternal God and co-equal with the Father.  His claim to be 
God was certainly clear to the Jewish leaders of His day, for 
it was the basis upon which they plotted to kill Him.  Their 
error was in not recognizing the truth of His claim.   

Continuing on in our verse in Philippians, we find:  

. . .being made in human likeness.            Philippians 2:7    

The verb in this sentence refers to a point of time, that is 
the point at which the Son of God became human via the 
virgin birth. The word likeness sometimes causes people to 
question whether or not Jesus was actually human, or as 
God, just took on the appearance (likeness) of a human  
being.  Many passages definitively answer that question.  
Refer to Romans 8:3, Colossians 1:22, Hebrews 2:14-17, 
and 4:15 as examples.  



Lessons From Philippians 
Tuesday, August 3: Read John 1 

(Philippians 2:6-7) (Continued) 

My favorite verse that clearly states the truth of Christ’s 
humanity is: 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
                John 1:14   

So here is what I believe the Bible teaches about the Lord 
Jesus Christ: In one person, we have a union of undimin-
ished deity and perfect humanity.  Further, he was both 
God and man without co-mingling, confusion, or alteration 
of either nature.   

Theologically, this is referred to as the hypostatic union.  It 
is a challenging idea to grasp, but the essential concept is 
that Jesus Christ is fully human and can represent us.  He 
is also fully divine, therefore, He can represent God.   

All of this is essential to His role as Savior, a truth we will 
develop further over the course of the next few days.  

      

                



Lessons From Philippians 
Wednesday, August 4: Read  
Revelation 4 (Philippians 2:6-7)  

Consider with me the common Biblical phrase: Lord Jesus 
Christ.  In keeping with our last reading, do you see how 
helpful this series of names is in reminding us of the 
unique person of our Savior?  For these names identify 
who and what Christ is: 

• The term Lord refers to His undiminished deity. 

• The term Jesus refers to His perfect humanity. 

• The term Christ refers to His designated role as  
Savior in God’s plan of redemption.   

Having begun to think through the unique pairing of  
divinity and humanity in the Lord Jesus, let’s move on and 
consider another phrase from our verses in Philippians:  

. . . but made Himself nothing, taking the very  
nature of servant. . .                           Philippians 2:7 

The Greek word translated nothing (kenosis) can mean to 
empty or to make without effect.  We have to be careful at 
this point to be sure we understand, for there are some 
who use this passage to say that Jesus ceased to be divine  
during His incarnation.  Consider these two verses to refute 
that position:  

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily. . .                  Colossians 2:9 

And without controversy great is the mystery of  
godliness: 

  God was manifested in the flesh, 
  Justified in the Spirit, 
  Seen by angels, 
  Preached among the Gentiles, 
  Believed on in the world, 
  Received up in glory.       I Timothy 3:16 



Lessons From Philippians 
Wednesday, August 4: Read  

Revelation 4 (Philippians 2:6-7) (Continued) 

And, I believe that Hebrews 
1:3 teaches us that even 
while Jesus walked this 
earth, He was sustaining our 
physical universe by His dei-
ty.  What then does this 
passage mean?  I think you 
may find this quote by L. S. 
Chafer very helpful.   

What, then, is a true the-
ory of the kenosis, or self 
emptying of Christ?  First 
of all, the principle must be laid down that “the Log-
os . . .ceases not for a single moment (in spite of His 
voluntary humiliation) to be that which He was in His 
eternal nature and essence.”  When the preexistent 
and eternal Logos took on humanity, He gave up the 
visibility of His glory.  Men could not have looked upon 
unveiled deity.  The kenosis, furthermore, implies that 
Christ gave up, as Strong aptly suggests, the 
“independent exercise of divine attributes.”  Christ was 
possessed of all the essential attributes and properties 
of deity, but He did not use them except at the pleas-
ure of the Father.  We believe just this is meant when 
Christ declares: “The Son can do nothing of Him-
self.” (John 5:19).   

As I hope you have come to see, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the unique personage of all time and is worthy of our  
worship: 

For worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive . . . 
honor and glory and power!      Revelation 5:12-13 



Lessons From Philippians 
Thursday, August 5: Read Hebrews 1 

(Philippians 2:8-11) 

Let me give you a working definition of humility within a 
spiritual context: Humility is a view of self that is   
subordinate to the will of God, the purposes of God, and 
the call of God on one’s life!  Has anyone more perfectly 
modeled this definition than the Lord Jesus? 

He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross!          Philippians 2:8 

I remind you that our attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:5)  Now, is this the end of 
the story?  Jesus acted in humility and died—the end?  No 
indeed, as Philippians 2:10-11 makes abundantly clear:   

Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and 
gave Him the name that is above every name, that at 
the name which belongs to Jesus, every knee should 
bow. . .and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father.   

We can extract a number of things from this fantastic  
passage.  First, the Greek word translated exalted carries 
the connotation of above and beyond.  Jesus has been  
supra-exalted.  Both Hebrews 1:3-f and Acts 2:33-36 make 
it clear He is in a heavenly place of honor.  What name has 
been given to Christ?  We don’t know, but Revelation 19:6 
reinforces the difference between the First Advent during 
which Jesus was a humble servant and His Second Coming 
as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Do you think there might be a general principle here with 
respect to God’s calling on our lives as Christians?  Are we 
first called to a life of humble service, followed by the po-
tential for exaltation for those who have been obedient?  
Does the phrase first the cross and then the crown have 
applicability to you and me?  We’ll investigate these  
questions further tomorrow.   



Lessons From Philippians 
Friday, August 6: Read Luke 14  

(Philippians 2:9-11) 

God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him 
the name that is above every name. . .    Philippians 2:9  

These words, and the context in which they are found, 
make it clear that Christ’s humble service and obedience to 
the will of the Father led to exaltation and a place of honor.  
So, let me repeat yesterday’s closing question once more: 
Does this have any kind of application to us as Christians?  
Consider the texts of Matthew 23:5-12 and Luke 14:8-14.  
Although the illustration in each is different, they both close 
with the following:  

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,  
and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 

Furthermore, if the future public confession of the Lordship 
of Christ, even by those unwilling, brings glory to God, 
what about those who willingly follow the example of Christ 
eschewing the call to elevate self?  Consider this simple 
summary: Following the example of Christ in this life,  
although it can at times be difficult and require sacrifice, is 
a call to blessing and honor for eternity.  The saying first 
the cross and then the crown does indeed apply to us.   

One theologian describes it this way:  

Christ becomes what we are--thus enabling us to become 
what He is.  Philippians 2:6-8 sets forth the former idea; 
Verses 9-11 describe His exaltation.  At 3:20-21 we learn 
that the power given to Him will enable Him to transform 
us into conformity with Himself: We shall become like Him.  
Jesus humbled Himself under God’s mighty hand, and the 
Father has now exalted Him.  The Philippians are to be 
conformed to Christ’s likeness in humility, and they will be 
exalted when He transforms them into His own likeness.  
               Peter T. O’Brien 

          



Back to Revelation 
Monday, August 9: Read Revelation 15 

The second half of this chapter, starting at Verse 5, is a 
prelude for what is going to be poured out upon the earth 
in the coming chapters:   

Then one of the four living creatures gave to the  
seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the 
wrath of God. . .         Revelation 15:7  

These terrible judgments are really directed toward 
longstanding and ongoing rebellion, as one commentator 
suggests:   

These plagues are not the expression of God's wrath 
against sin in general, nor are they punishments for 
individual wrongdoing. They are the outpouring of His 
wrath upon him who would frustrate the divine pur-
pose in the world—the beast—and upon those who 
have given their loyalty to him.  These plagues are 
God's answer to Satan's last and greatest effort to 
frustrate the divine rule.     George Eldon Ladd   

In contrast to ongoing rebellion, now note the first four 
verses of our chapter.  Here are those who have come out 
of the Tribulation and have overcome the beast—
presumably because:  

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony.         Revelation 12:11   

This is my favorite part!  Note what those who have come 
out of this terrible time are doing: They are singing the 
song of the redeemed!  It doesn’t matter if you have been 
redeemed out of Egypt, out of our day, or out of the Tribu-
lation—this is always the song of the redeemed:   

Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God  
Almighty.  Just and true are Your ways, King of the  
ages.  Who will not fear You, O Lord, and bring glory to 
your name?  For You alone are holy.    Revelation 15:3-4 



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, August 10: Read Revelation 16 

If those days had not been cut short, no one would 
survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will 
be shortened.              Matthew 24:22   



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, August 10:  

Read Revelation 16 (Continued) 

After almost a century of insipid preaching from  
America's pulpits, the average man believes that God 
is all sweetness and light and would not discipline or 
punish anyone.  Well, this Book of Revelation tells a 
different story! 



Back to Revelation 
Wednesday, August 11:  

Read Revelation 17 

The ancient Babylon is better understood here as the 
archetypal head of all entrenched worldly resistance to 
God.  Babylon is a trans-historical reality including  
idolatrous kingdoms as diverse as Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Egypt, Babylon, Tyre, Nineveh, and Rome.  Babylon is 
an eschatological symbol of satanic deception and 
power; it is a divine mystery that can never be wholly 
reducible to empirical earthly institutions.  It may be 
said that Babylon represents the total culture of the 
world apart from God, while the divine system is  
depicted by the New Jerusalem.   Alan Johnson  



Back to Revelation 
Thursday, August 12:  
Read Revelation 18 

Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!   

With such violence the great city of Babylon will be 
thrown down, never to be found again.  



Back to Revelation 
Thursday, August 12:  

Read Revelation 18 (Continued) 

“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!   She has  
become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil 
spirit. . .”          Revelation 18:2  

The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over 
her because no one buys their cargoes any more. . .   
             Revelation 8:11 

In her (Babylon) was found the blood of prophets and 
of the saints, and of all who have been killed on 
earth.               Revelation 18:24   



Back to Revelation 
Friday, August 13: Read Revelation 19 

From the end of Chapter 18 to the start of 19 we have  
transitioned from earth to heaven.  But you can see the 
thread continues:   

Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to 
our God, for true and just are His judgments.  He has 
condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the 
earth by her adulteries.  He has avenged on her the 
blood of His servants.         Revelation 19:1-2  

Can you determine who the great prostitute might be?  Let 
me suggest this is a reference to religious and political/
economic Babylon.  Furthermore, our great God has con-
demned all this and is going to avenge the blood of His  
people who suffered at the hands of religious and political 
Babylon.  Here it comes:   

I saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 
True.  With justice He judges and makes war.  He has 
eyes like blazing fire (a reference back to the description 
of Jesus in Chapter 1), and on His head are many 
crowns. . .He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is the Word of God (another reference to 
Jesus). . . Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations.  He will rule them 
with an iron scepter. . . On His robe and on His thigh 
He has the name written:  King of kings and Lord of 
lords.               Revelation 19:11-16   

What is clearly being described is the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ.  This time He is not coming as a suffering 
servant, but as a conquering king.  As you read, the armies 
of the Antichrist—leader of earthly Babylon—are arrayed 
against the Lord.  What happens to this vast army?  It is 
completely vanquished!  



Back to Revelation 
Friday, August 13: Read Revelation 19 

(Continued) 



Old Testament Hosea 
Monday, August 16: Read Hosea 7  

I don’t know about you, but at first reading, I find Chapter 
7 thoroughly depressing.  The people are blatantly and 
completely sinful.  They appear oblivious to their sin, thus 
they are going to be recipients of judgment from the hand 
of God—not a very pretty picture.  (One can’t but help think 
of the day in which we live!)   

Yet, in the midst of this not-so-pretty picture, there are 
hints of hope.  Most importantly, look at God’s attitude  
toward all of this in the closing sentence of Verse 13:   

“I long to redeem them. . .”  

What a remarkable God we love.  In the midst of docu-
menting the sinful and rebellious condition of His Chosen 
People, His underlying attitude is one of desiring to extract 
His people out of the mess they are in and setting them 
free!   

Is this an isolated concept?  The Scriptures teach other-
wise.  Consider Isaiah 30:18-f which tells us:  

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; for He rises 
to show you compassion. . . How gracious He will be 
when you cry for help!  As soon as He hears, He will 
answer you. 

One might ask, “Well then, what’s the hold-up?”  It is  
certainly not on God’s side of the relationship.  No, as both 
Hosea 7 and Isaiah 30 make clear, the hold up is on man’s 
side of the relationship.   

God longs to have a relationship with His creation, but it 
must be on His terms and not on man’s terms.  For God is 
as holy as He is loving.  This means that man cannot simul-
taneously pursue the desires of his sinful nature in rebellion 
to God and have the benefits of relationship with Him!   



Old Testament Hosea 
Monday, August 16: Read Hosea 7 

(Continued) 

We must come to our senses and realize that: 

. . .better is one day in His courts than a thousand 
elsewhere,. . .           Psalm  84:10 

Then, we will know not only that God longs to redeem, but 
also that God saves.  For that is what the Hebrew name  
Hosea means—The Lord Saves!  As New Testament Chris-
tians, we know that both redemption and salvation have 
been accomplished by Jesus Christ, and that both can be 
had through faith in Him! 



Old Testament Hosea 
Tuesday, August 17: Read Hosea 8  

God is trying to get through to His people. They have sinned 
mightily in God’s sight and He wants them to repent and turn 
back to Him before judgment falls.  In Chapter 8, the rhetoric 
is really heating up.  We might be tempted to think, “Alright 
already, I understand how bad they are!”  I am not sure we 
do.  For it is very hard for mankind, even Christians, to have 
a full realization of the depths of our sin before a holy God 
and how it grieves Him who made us.  

Take a moment to hold the United States up to the indict-
ments of this passage.  In Verse 2 the people say, “O God, 
we acknowledge You.”   But the passage shows how they 
are completely ignoring God and, in fact, allowing idols to 
take His place.  Consider the USA.  Our money says, In God 
we trust.  Our academic buildings quote Scripture (the truth 
will set you free).  Yet, I see nothing from our government 
and our institutions of higher learning but total disregard 
for who God is, what He is like, and what He has said.  

As painful as Verse 7 is, I think it perfectly describes what 
has been going on in our nation for the past 20 years and 
is now coming to a terrible fruition: 

They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.  Hosea 8:7 

It is also fitting to apply Verse 14 to us: that as a nation we 
have forgotten our Maker.  We have several more chapters 
of God’s indictment of Israel left to read.  But, rather than 
just feeling as if you’ve had enough, do two things: 

1. Take it to heart and pray: 

Search me O Lord and see if there be any wicked 
way within me!             Psalm 139:24 

2. Peek ahead at Chapter 14.  For our great God is always 
at work redeeming the lost and making all things new!   

I love the light of God the more I understand the darkness 
within man! 



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, August 18: Read Hosea 9 

Another chapter and more promises of judgment to come! 

The days of punishment are coming, the days of reck-
oning are at hand. . . . Because of their sinful deeds,  

I will drive them out of My house.       Hosea 9:7,15   

I find it particularly hurtful to read of the destruction that 
will occur within the context of family.  This brings to mind 
a question, “Why don’t the people respond?”  All of this 
prophecy has come to the people because God does not 
want to pour out His wrath on them.  He is warning them 
over and over.  Why won’t they respond?  What’s wrong 
with them?   

The same thing that is wrong in our day—unbelief!  Did not 
Jesus clearly say in John 3:36 that those who: 

 “. . .reject the Son will not see life!” 

God has made clear in Hebrews 9:27 that every single 
member of the human race is: 

. . .appointed once to die and then judgment.     

Why then, do we act as if we will never be called to account 
for our actions and choices?  Why do the people of our  
allegedly Christian nation live as if this life is all there is and 
there is no such thing as eternity?  The answer is the 
same—unbelief.  We might give lip service, but: 

. . .anyone who comes to Him must believe that He  
exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him.                   Hebrews 11:6   

Spend the next few minutes thinking through the answers 
to these questions: Am I living in such a way that my belief 
in God is evident?  Do I believe that God rewards those 
who earnestly seek Him?  If so, what is the substance of 
my earnest seeking?  These are challenging, and with God’s 
help, transforming questions as we continue in the Word. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Thursday, August 19: Read Hosea 10 

One more chapter that’s all about the sin, before we have a 
glimpse of hope and the love of God in Chapter 11.  A  
couple of thoughts for you as we continue this difficult  
series of chapters.  First, don’t become immune or  
apathetic to statements regarding the judgment of God.  
For man is always worse and more deserving of wrath than 
we realize.  For example, Verse 9 mentions Gibeah for the 
second time in the book of Hosea.  To see what this is 
about, go back to Judges, Chapter 19, and read what has 
to be one of the low points in the history of Israel.   

Second, it is not just about the sin, but about how low a 
sinful people can sink. That is why God says in Hosea 
10:13:  

“But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped 
evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception.” 

Israel is simply repeating the sins of the past and has once 
again declined to the same level as Judges 19.  What is  
going to happen?  The northern kingdom is going to be  
destroyed and most of the people deported and spread 
throughout the Assyrian empire (Verse 5) and the king of 
Israel will be completely destroyed (Verse 15).   

To this day the northern kingdom remains dispersed.  In 
fact, it has been so thoroughly amalgamated into the 
world, that it would take a miracle to re-gather these  
people who have been dispersed for their sin.  But this is 
something that God has promised to do, and it will be a  
miracle of His doing.   

In the meantime, should we not take to heart the lesson of 
the necessity of turning from evil, humbling our hearts, ex-
cluding the leaven that so easily contaminates, so that we 
can avoid God’s hand of discipline in our own lives? 



Old Testament Hosea 
Friday, August 20: Read Hosea 11 

I have been waiting for the love of God to show through, 
haven’t you?  In Chapter 11, we see God using the parent-
child relationship as a metaphor for His relationship with 
Israel.  In Verse 1, the nation of Israel is compared to a 
child and a son, with God calling them out of Egypt via the 
Exodus.  But this child has always had a rebellious streak. 

As you read through Verse 7, do you see the common  
pattern?  God consistently shows His love and provides 
what is best for His people.  They, in turn, consistently turn 
away from Him.  By this point, we should realize that Israel 
is not the least bit deserving of the love that God has 
shown them (and by analogy, neither are we).  Despite this 
realization, look at the grace of God in Verses 8-11!   

Despite all the rebellion and all the reason for judgment to 
fall, God clearly declares “His passion is aroused”, and that 
He will not “devastate Ephraim.”   It is not that He is not  
going to discipline them.  He is going to discipline, but He is 
not going to forever cast them aside.  You might be asking 
yourself, “How can this be?”  Verse 9 tells us:   

For I am God and not a man—the holy One among you.  

God is drawing attention to the unchangeable nature of His 
love and mercy.  That is why the psalmist over and over 
says His mercy endures forever.  This same principle is  
further developed in the New Testament.  As Christians who 
will fail, we must know the depths of our acceptance in 
Christ.  For nothing will be able to: 

. . .separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord.            Romans 8:39 

[and even} if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, 
for He cannot disown Himself.           II Timothy 2:13 



Old Testament Hosea 
Monday, August 23: Read Hosea 12 

Chapter 12 brings us back to more of God’s indictment 
against Israel, especially the northern kingdom referred to 
as Ephraim.  The northern kingdom is feeling the pressure 
of being caught between two political powers, Egypt on the 
south and Assyria to the northeast.  Egypt is a superpower 
on the way down while Assyria is one on the rise.   

How should the people of God deal with this?  By turning to 
God and the many promises He has given His people, not 
to any human power no matter how super!  You can see 
what Ephraim did in Verse 1.  Instead of trusting in God, 
they tried to play both sides.  The outcome, by the way, 
was that the north paid a lot of money in tribute to Assyria, 
and then Assyria overran the north anyway and deported 
most of its people.  That is what always happens when you 
trust the powers of this world for your preservation.   

It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in 
princes.                   Psalm 118:9 

One more thing to note.  Look at Verse 8 to see how 
caught up in wealth the northern kingdom had become.  
They even think that their wealth will be a covering for 
their sin!  Not for the first time, there seems to be a  
parallel between Israel in Hosea’s day and America in our 
day.  Verse 9 makes it very clear that God is the source of 
whatever wealth we have.  He can most certainly humble 
us, whether it be at the hand of the Assyrians or any  
number of the modern day difficulties which we face.   

Like Ephraim, we need to repent before we feel the full 
force of God’s judgment.  Pray, first for the purity of the 
church, and then its empowerment by the Spirit of God to 
proclaim the truth of our sin and the need for the redemp-
tion that is available only through the person and work of 
the Lord. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Tuesday, August 24: Read Hosea 13 

At this point we have read so much of discipline for sin, that 
we might be tempted to say, “Here comes another chapter 
about God punishing Israel!”  Don’t become hardened to 
the text by failing to make application.  This should provoke 
a strong sense of the Fear of the Lord within each one of 
us.  Let me show you: 

• Verses 1-2.  The people are involved in idolatry and sin 
more and more.  Is this not true of our day? 

• Verse 3.  What happens to such a people?  They are like 
chaff swirling on the threshing floor, like smoke escaping 
through a window.  This means they will come to nothing.  
We should fear for our nation. 

• Verse 4. What’s the answer?  There is only one God and 
one Savior, and this has always been the case. 

• Verses 8-10.  A failure to understand this, coupled with a 
failure to turn and repent, will always lead to only one 
thing—judgment.  No power on earth can prevent it!  

• Verses 14 and 16. It remains possible to be ransomed 
from death, but not in persistent rebellion.  Every person 
will bear his or her own guilt, and it will be terrible. 

There seems to be just one  
response to this, and it must start 
on the individual level:  

Search me O God and know 
my heart.  See if there be any 
wicked way within me.    
             Psalm 139:23-24 

This I do that I might repent of 
my sin and turn to You.  For You 
only have eternal life and Your 
blessings are forever more at Your right hand!   



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, August 25: Read Hosea 14 

A simple lesson, often repeated in Scripture, can be found 
in this closing chapter of 
the book of Hosea.  The 
lesson is that it is never 
too late to receive for-
giveness from God!  If 
you are still alive, you 
can turn back to Him.  
However, sad to say, 
there are those who 
have become so hard-
ened that they never 
turn back.  Despite the 
many chapters of the 
book of Hosea that de-
scribe the sin of Israel, 
look at the message in 
this final chapter. Verses 
1 and 2 emphasize the need to turn back, and Verse 4 doc-
uments God’s response: 

I will heal their waywardness and love them freely,  
for My anger has turned away from them.   

Most of the rest of the chapter documents the blessings 
that are poured out upon those who return.  For God is not 
stingy with the blessings that come from His hand nor does 
He keep His blessings only for a chosen few.  Rather, He 
desires to pour blessings upon those who will turn to and 
depend upon Him!   

Unfortunately, there are those who are so hardened they 
won’t turn.  For example, consider the Pharisees who put 
Jesus to death and then saw the effect of the resurrection 
and the outpouring of God’s Spirit in Jerusalem.  Why didn’t  



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, August 25: Read Hosea 14 

(Continued) 

they repent and turn to the Lord?  They were too caught 
up in their religion, status, and hardness of heart for most 
of them to do so.   

You know this applies to us as well and the Book of Hosea 
closes with the perfect admonition:  

Who is wise?  He will realize these things.  Who is 
discerning? He will understand them.  The ways of the 
Lord are right; the righteous walk in them.       Hosea 14:9 

When you realize that you have become tangled in sin of any 
kind, confess that sin, turn to the Lord, and trust in His  
well-documented mercy to those who turn back to Him!  



Back to Revelation 
Thursday, August 26:  
Read Revelation 20 

I want to draw your attention to two items in today’s  
reading.  First, the establishment of a glorious kingdom.  
We read in Chapter 19 of the return of Christ and His  
defeat of all those arrayed against Him.  In Chapter 20 He 
immediately establishes His kingdom.  This is the kingdom 
spoken of in Isaiah 9:  

Of the increase of His (Jesus’) government and peace 
there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne 
and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accom-
plish this.                Isaiah 9:6-7  

This is also the kingdom in which:  

He (Jesus) will judge between the nations and will 
settle disputes for many peoples.  They will beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. . .            Isaiah 2:4   

Of course there are many other aspects to the world-wide 
rule of Jesus Christ that are going to be unlike anything this 
world has ever experienced—including a duration of 1000 
years.  Why should we think otherwise, since it will be the 
Son of God Himself who reigns?  I strongly suspect that 
those dressed in fine white linen who followed His return 
(Revelation 19:14) are church-age saints who will be admin-
istrators in Jesus’ kingdom.  There will be no sitting on 
clouds with harps for us!   

The second thing I want to draw to your attention is the 
Great White Throne of Verse 11, at which point John  
reports the following future event:   

. . .I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne. . .           Revelation 20:12  

           



Back to Revelation 
Thursday, August 26:  

Read Revelation 20 (Continued) 

If anyone’s name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
                   Revelation 20:15  

“. . .the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.”       John 14:6 



Back to Revelation 
Friday, August 27: Read Revelation 21  

The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and  
everything in it will be laid bare. . .But in keeping 
with His promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  
                 II Peter 3:10,13 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. . .   
                 Revelation 21:1   

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am mak-
ing everything new!”           Revelation 21:5   



Back to Revelation 
Friday, August 27: Read Revelation 21 

(Continued)  

“. . .no more death, or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away.”    
            Revelation 21:4   

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will 
live with them. . .       Revelation 21:3   



Back to Revelation 
Monday, August 30:  
Read Revelation 22  

In Revelation 21 we heard God the Father Himself say,  

“I am making everything new!. . .Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.”  Revelation 21:5  

By the close of the chapter we have the saints of all ages 
gathered in God’s presence made new with an eternal body 
and eternal life.  This fallen world has been replaced with a 
new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.   

This really is the purpose of the Book of Revelation—to 
complete the great storyline of redemption.  It tells us of 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior who would 
redeem what had been lost through sin.  Revelation brings 
it all to closure and makes clear how the story ends.  It is a 
glorious ending!   

So, when we have trials in our day and time, we can take 
comfort in knowing how the story ends.  For, if you are a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have a reserved place 
at the end of the story and into eternity!   

At this point you may be wondering, what is left for Chapter 
22.  Well, there are some great details about what the eter-
nal state is going to be like.  As you study, ponder them and 
think of your glorious future.  Out of all of these details, for 
our concluding point from the book, I would like to draw 
your attention to one thing:   

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him 
who hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him 
come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift 
of the water of life.           Revelation 22:17   

God has wrapped up all of human history to perfection, and 
the rest of the story  is a fantastic eternity with God, in per-
fect environment, without sin.   
           



Back to Revelation 
Monday, August 30:  

Read Revelation 22  (Continued) 

With this future clearly presented to us, how do things 
close?  The Holy Spirit says, “Come!”  The Church, those 
baptized into the body of Christ, say, “Come!”  The believ-
ers of all ages say, “Come!”  Come to what?  Come to take 
the free gift of the water of life!  What do you do with this 
water?  Why, you drink it—which is a synonym for believ-
ing!  Come and believe in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ so that you, too, can share in this glorious eternal  
future.  It is either that or the lake of fire prepared for the 
fallen angels.   

While we still draw breath on this earth, God has given us 
time to choose for eternity.  Choose wisely!  



Lessons From Philippians 
Tuesday, August 31: Read Philippians 2 

As we turn back to our study in the Book of Philippians, we 
pick up where we left off, in Chapter 2.  Christ has set us 
an example of character, in particular humility as He took 
on humanity in order to go to the cross on our behalf.  We 
are going to be greatly challenged as we learn how God 
expects this to impact our lives as Christians.   

In earlier studies, we had made it as far as Chapter 2, 
Verse 11.  Now, as you refresh your memory by reading 
through Chapter 2 again, let me ask you a few questions:  

• Is the Christian Life portrayed as being easy?  

• Is the effort it takes to become a Christian the same 
thing as the effort it takes to live the Christian Life? 

• Is it Biblical to communicate a message that implies that 
becoming a Christian means that your problems will be 
over?   

After reading Chapter 2, and seeing these admonitions, the 
answers to these questions would have to be no, no, and 
no: 

. . .in humility consider others better than your-
selves.           Philippians 2:3 

. . .have an attitude the same as that of Christ  
Jesus. . .              Philippians 2:5 

. . .work out your salvation with fear and trembling. . . 
                 Philippians 2:12 

. . .do everything without complaining. . .becoming 
blameless and pure. . .       Philippians 2:14-15 

 



          
Lessons From Philippians 

Tuesday, August 31: Read Philippians 2 
(Continued)  

As we get back into our study of Philippians, let me give you 
three things to consider: 

1. We must understand that there is a difference between 
the challenges associated with becoming a Christian and 
living as one.  To become a Christian all that is required 
is to turn from trusting in all manner of vain (empty) 
things and placing our trust in the one sure anchor for 
our faith—the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are no works on 
our part simply because we are not capable of adding 
anything to the salvation provided by our God through 
the finished work of the cross.   

2. The Christian Life is a very high calling and we shouldn’t 
feel the need to be the least bit apologetic about this. 
What else should we  
expect for those who, 
through faith in Christ, 
have become part of the 
elect?   

3. Remember, however, 
that once we have  
become new creatures 
in Christ, God has made 
available the resources 
necessary for us to live 
on a much higher plain. These resources would include 
both the Word of God and the Spirit of God. 

Praise God for this high calling and His gracious provision to 
live up to it! 
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