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Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, September 1:  

Read Ephesians 5   

It doesn’t matter our profession or stage of life, there is no 
higher calling than to follow after the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
order to reinforce this thought, I would like to consider  
Philippians 2:12-13 for the next few days:   

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed—not only in my presence, by now much 
more in my absence—continue to work out your  
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you to will and to act according to His good 
purpose.  

So what does it mean to “work out your salvation?”  You 
should be thinking, “I thought a person is saved by faith 
alone in Christ alone, and that once a person has come to 
God through Christ, he or she is His child forever!”  If this 
is what you are thinking, you would be correct on both 
counts.  This verse is talking about God’s intent for those 
who have believed.  In other words, this verse refers to 
what is to follow our becoming a child of God.   

Consider this illustration of the phases of salvation.    

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, September 1:  
Read Ephesians 5 (Continued) 

In the first phase, a person is saved from hell to heaven by 
faith alone in Christ alone and apart from any added works.  
However, then there is the second phase of our salvation 
that is the subject of Philippians 2:12-13.  This refers to the 
number of days that God has given us, as Christians, on 
this earth.  We must understand that God’s intent is that 
we save (deliver) the days that He has given us, each and 
every one of them, from carnality to fruitfulness.  To fail to 
do so is to squander the potential associated with the Chris-
tian Life.   

On the other hand, to live those days in fruitfulness is to 
“redeem the time” as Paul encourages us to do in today’s 
reading.  Look very carefully at Ephesians 5:15-17 and see 
if you can see exactly what I have been trying to explain in 
Paul’s admonition to the believers in Ephesus.  We’ll contin-
ue with this tomorrow. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, September 2: Read James 1  

With the three phases of our salvation clearly in mind, we 
have come to an understanding that, when Paul is  
encouraging believers to “work out their salvation in fear 
and trembling,”  he is talking about Phase 2 of the Chris-
tian Life—our daily walk.  Let’s consider the question, “How 
do we do this?”  The answer is contained in our passage: 

. . .for it is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to His good pleasure.        Philippians 2:13 

We can see one aspect of this in today’s reading in James:  

 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that 
is so prevalent, and humbly accept the Word planted 
in you, which can save you.          James 1:21 

Consider also Verse 25 where James is clearly talking to 
believers:    

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, September 1:  
Read James 2 (Continued) 

See James 1:19 and 2:1.  Throughout the book, James is 
talking about the very practical aspects of sanctification:  
get rid of moral filth and connect godly deeds with your 
faith.  This is the very same subject that we found in Phi-
lippians 2:12-13.  So again, I ask the question, “How do 
we do this?” 

James 1:21 tells us one of the means that God has  
provided—do you see it?  It is the Word of God, residing in 
the soul of the believer, that is able to save him or her.  
This does not mean save from hell to heaven, but to save 
the believer from wasting his or her life in vain pursuits.  It 
refers to saving the believer from getting tangled up in the 
affairs of this world, rather than the good purposes of God.   

Make no mistake about it, when the child of God humbly 
accepts (responds to) the Word of God, then God is able to 
work within us, as it promises in Philippians 2:13: 

. . .to will and to act according to His good pleasure!   

Isn’t this  
ultimately the 
aim of both writ-
ing and studying 
this devotional?  
It is the aim of 
this study to 
help us to hum-
bly accept the 
truths of God’s 
Word that it 
might daily  
deliver us from squandering what God has so graciously 
provided!   



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, September 3: Read Galatians 5  

Continuing with the thread we started yesterday, God is at 
work in you to will and to act according to His good pleas-
ure by means of His Word.  But, as we see in today’s read-
ing, God is also at work in us by means of His Spirit.   

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature.        Galatians 5:16    

We need to understand very plainly what this verse (and its 
context) is telling us.  There is a struggle going on in the 
life of every believer.  Each of us will either be living a life in 
keeping with the desires of the flesh or in keeping with the 
desires of the Spirit.  This is a moment by moment struggle, 
thus the admonition in this passage to live by or, as many 
translations say, walk in the Spirit.   

Perhaps it will be even more clear if we pause to study the 
Greek word translated live.  It is a compound word in which 
the two halves literally mean to walk around a perimeter, 
like a guard on duty might walk the perimeter of the camp.  
When you apply this to a person’s life, as suggested in  
Galatians 5:16, it carries the idea of wherever you go and 
whatever you do you should be filled with the Spirit.  Now 
you can see why the translators jumped ahead to the end 
result live by the Spirit! 

Do you see how this is all coming together with the verses 
we are studying in Philippians?  We work out our salvation 
in fear and trembling when we do what is necessary to live 
by the Spirit  so that we can line up with the will of God so 
that His purposes are accomplished in us!   

The two biggest things we can do to aid the Spirit’s work in 
our lives are to confess sin as quickly as it occurs in our 
lives—and to keep on: 

. . .craving the pure spiritual milk of the Word.   
                I Peter 2:2 



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, September 6: Read John 15  

If you really want to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling. . . realizing that . . .it is God who works in you to 
will and to act according to His good purpose (Philippians 

2:12-13), then there is something essential that has to be-
come part of your daily, or at least regular, routine.  You 
can find that something in John Chapter 15.  You might not 
immediately connect it with our passage in Philippians 2, 
but I assure you it is essential to perpetuate the message 
of Philippians 2 through time.  I am referring to the man-
date of Jesus to abide in Him.  For, it is true that:  

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine.                John 15:4 

It is also true that we cannot bear fruit unless we abide in 
the true Vine that is Jesus Christ.  This is connected to  
Philippians by John 15:5:  

If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear  
much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.  

Do you see it?  Unless we are abiding in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we can do nothing.  This means that there is no 
working out of our salvation!  There are a million and one 
things that tend to occupy our time—even more when we 
are involved in ministry.  We have to make abiding in Christ 
a priority—part of our regular routine!  This means that we 
have to set aside time to make sure that we are thinking 
His thoughts and pondering His ways as they both apply to 
our lives.   

Of course, the topics we have already studied, the Word of 
God and the filling of the Spirit, are essential for this focus.  
But so is a time of quiet when we can simply listen to what 
the Lord might have to say to us, typically through a combi-
nation of His Word, circumstances, and the Spirit.  In fact, 
doesn’t fear and trembling demand time to ponder His es-
sence and revere His nature?    



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, September 7:  

Read Galatians 4  

Consider this question: What is God’s good purpose for my 
life?  We should reflect on this question because it is ulti-
mately behind God’s working in our lives.  Of course, there 
are many commands in Scripture that apply to all of us, but 
study the following three Scriptures.  I believe they clearly 
articulate part of God’s purposes for every believer:   

1. Our lives, as believers, would be characterized by  
appropriating the Word of God and walking by the Spirit 
of God such that we progressively become more holy—
more set apart unto the Lord.  

Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 
           II Corinthians 6:17   

2. As we become separate, the process described in  
Galatians 4:19 occurs:  

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains  
of childbirth until Christ is formed in you. . .  

You can see this same thing described in additional  
detail in Romans 8:29-f.   

3. God also intends that we would fill the role of witness, 
herald, and ambassador:  

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making His appeal through us.  
               II Corinthians 5:20 

For, as we read in II Corinthians 5:18, God has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation.  This helps us under-
stand that progressive sanctification, with the intent of be-
coming ever more Christ-like and being a faithful witness to 
our Savior, is certainly a high calling.  It is something we 
could never accomplish on our own apart from the grace 
provision of God.   

Amen!        



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, September 8:  

Read Numbers 11 (Philippians 2:14-16) 

After spending a week investigating what is to be the daily 
mindset of every believer as found in Philippians 2:12-13, 
we are now going to see what a congregation would look 
like should it collectively work out its salvation with fear 
and trembling!  Surely that should be our goal as a Church 
fellowship for it would be a glorious thing to behold!   

For today, we will consider something we have to be  
careful not to do:  

Do everything without complaining or arguing. . .  
            Philippians 2:14   

 



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, September 8:  

Read Numbers 11 (Philippians 2:14-16) 

(Continued) 

The verb do in this phrase is an imperative, so this is a 
command to the Church in Philippi that applies equally to 
our local fellowship.  We can improve our understanding by 
realizing the word translated complaining carries the idea of 
sullen murmurings, and the word translated arguing has 
the idea of constantly stirring up disputes.   

This gives us the picture of small groups constantly mur-
muring against where the fellowship is going and others 
stirring up controversy wherever they can.  This is not a 
pretty picture as you can see by today’s reading in Num-
bers 11.  If you peek ahead into Numbers 12, you will see 
what it looks like when this kind of behavior is going on 
among the leadership.   

Consider, even though the Israelites are God’s chosen peo-
ple, miraculously delivered from bondage in Egypt and now 
on their way to the Promised Land, how do they appear 
from the outside looking in when they are murmuring and 
disputing among themselves?  This is not a good witness 
for the Children of God is it? 

Wouldn’t you agree that this type of behavior would be just 
as inappropriate for the Church?  That is what is meant 
when Ephesians 5:27 says the Church is to be:  

. . .without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish. . . 

The Church is not to show such behavior to the outside 
world looking in!  That is the whole point Paul is making, 
the Church is to have no murmurings and no stirring up of 
disputes.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, September 9:  

Read Luke 8 (Philippians 2:14-16) 

As we saw yesterday, murmuring and promoting dissension 
within the fellowship is completely out of place for God’s 
people.  For God wants a people that are blameless and 
pure!  The Greek word translated pure means unmixed.  I 
see it as a constant reminder of how we must actively work 
to keep any kind of leaven (sin) from gaining even a tiny 
foothold within our fellowship!   

Now, as we avoid disunity as part of working out our salva-
tion with fear and trembling, what would we look like?  The 
answer is like a bright light, or according to the text, stars 
which shine brightly in the midst of a crooked and depraved 
generation.   

It is important for us to remember that the generation to 
which we minister is crooked and depraved as well.  We are 
not to look like them!  But rather, we are to look like repre-
sentatives of the Lord Jesus Christ and to be light to those 
lost!  This is the legacy of the new birth in Christ:  

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord.  Live as children of light.     Ephesians 5:8   

Then, as a practical matter, it is just plain common sense 
that: 

No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it 
under a bed.  Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that 
those who come in can see the light.          Luke 16:8  

God wants His people, the Church, to be a beacon of light 
in the midst of a world that is progressively turning deeper  
and deeper into rebellion against God.    



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, September 9:  

Read Luke 8 (Philippians 2:14-16) (Continued) 

That is exactly what will happen if we work out our salva-
tion with fear and trembling.  To do this we must be appro-
priating what God has provided in terms of the Word and 
Spirit, and watching ourselves closely lest any leaven spoil 
our testimony to a watching and desperately needy world.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, September 10: Read John 1 

There is a real flow to what Paul has been developing in 
Philippians 2 from Verse 12 onward.  In concluding this 
section, we don’t want to miss it.  Using our fellowship for 
the purposes of illustration, imagine us collectively: work-
ing out our salvation with fear and trembling.  Imagine us 
being used by God to achieve His purposes, not even a 
whisper of murmuring among us and, because of our mor-
al purity and love for one-another, we shine like a beacon 
of hope among those trying to find meaning in life!   

Where is all of that to lead us?  Is that the end goal for our 
fellowship?  As I said, there is a perfect flow to Paul’s narra-
tive.  For all of the above is preparation for our fellowship to 
hold out the Word of Life (Philippians 2:16) to the lost world 
around us.  If becoming more like Jesus Christ is the end 
goal of our vertical relationship with God, then sharing the 
Gospel is the ultimate goal of our horizontal relationships.   

The word translated hold out in Verse 16 can also be 
translated hold fast.  Both are good translations and both 
are possible, so which is it?  Are we to hold fast to the 
Word of truth by which we were saved, or are we to hold it 
forth to others?  For me, the answer is simple.  In this 
world those who are rescued are always morally obligated 
to turn around and try to rescue those still in peril.  When 
it comes to the Word of God:  

That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.         I John 1:1  

God is developing a people who are spiritually growing and 
actively engaged in proclaiming His mercies, through Jesus 
Christ, to the uttermost ends of the earth! 
 



Searching for the Profound 
in Jeremiah 

We did a series in the book of Jeremiah with the above title 
during the summer of 2016.  Because we extracted  
categories of truth from the book, we did not necessarily 
proceed in numerical order with our study.  You may find 
this a little confusing at first.  However, the book itself is 
not laid out chronologically.   

So, don’t worry about the order in which you read the 
chapters.  Focus instead on the development of a number 
of profound truths which have direct application in our day.   
Furthermore, you can consider this an introduction to some 
of the major content of Jeremiah.  For this reason we will 
read selected chapters rather than the entire book.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, September 13:  
Read II Chronicles 36 

As we begin our study of the book of Jeremiah, we start 
with the bad news as laid out in II Chronicles 36.  The  
people of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, had  
become so unfaithful to the Lord and so caught up in evil 
that God said in Verse 16 there was no remedy but to send 
them into exile at the hands of the Babylonians.   

If we know anything about the book of Jeremiah, we tend 
to know that things are a terrible mess in Israel.  Jeremiah 
is a prophet of doom and the hammer is about to fall.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, September 13:  

Read II Chronicles 36 (Continued) 

And, indeed it does!  There are three separate deporta-
tions of the population during the book.  At its conclusion, 
King Zedekiah is forced to watch the massacre of his own 
children just before his own eyes are put out.  The walls of 
Jerusalem are razed, the Temple destroyed, the priest-
hood put to death, and Jerusalem burned.  It is a time of 
great judgment, terrible deprivation, and intense suffering.  
This kind of storyline and the message of Jeremiah does 
not have a lot of general appeal.  It is for this reason that 
most of us have never taken a closer look at this major 
Old Testament prophet.   

We must, however, be careful about coming to the Word 
of God with preconceptions regarding its value.  I would 
like to suggest to you that Jeremiah has been chosen to 
be included in the canon of Scripture, not only for its his-
torical value, but more importantly because it contains 
profound truth that speaks powerfully through the centu-
ries right down to the very time in which we live.   

The word profound has its origin as a word to describe the 
depths of the ocean.  We are going to find within the book 
of Jeremiah, many truths that lie below the surface  
narrative of judgment—deep truths that convict our hearts 
as God intends for them to do.   

So join me in a study of the ministry of this towering  
figure of the Old Testament and the revelation God gave 
us through him. 

          



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, September 14: Read Daniel 1  

Perhaps after yesterday’s introduction you are thinking, 
“When you say there are profound truths within the Book 
of Jeremiah, what kinds of things are you talking about?”  
Here is an example to whet your appetite.  If we get 
caught up in the sin of the Israelites and the judgment to 
follow, we will miss the history of Daniel.  For Daniel grew 
up under the ministry of Jeremiah.  He was taken as a cap-
tive to Babylon, probably in his late teens, during one of 
the three deportations that occurred during Jeremiah’s min-
istry.   

Now here is what is 
meant by the profound.  
Israel had become so 
rebellious and entan-
gled in sin that God had 
pronounced there was 
no remedy but terrible 
divine judgment.  And 
yet, at the very same 
time judgment was fall-
ing, God providentially  
arranged for Daniel to 
be taken to Babylon and 
to rise to a place of  
prominence so that he 
might look out for his 
people during their  
exile.   

God also sent Ezekiel as a prophet to the people in exile.  
Ezekiel also grew up under the ministry of Jeremiah.  Now 
imagine this, part of Ezekiel’s ministry to those in exile was 
to speak of Israel’s yet glorious future.  We could go on and  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, September 14: Read Daniel 1 

(Continued) 

talk about how God raised up Nehemiah as cup-bearer, Hadas-
sah (Esther) as queen, and many others.   

Do you see the profound?  While God is judging His people 
for their sin, He is moving the pieces into place to both  
protect them and remind them of their future!  Who does 
this kind of thing?  Who operates in such a manner?  Of 
course, it is a God who loves His people, a God who is not 
willing that any should 
perish, a God who wishes 
that all should come to a 
saving knowledge of Him.  
In short, this is the work 
of a God who is rich in 
mercy and whose love  
endures forever.  Our God 
is holy and will judge sin.  
But at the same time do 
you see Him moving the 
pieces on the board like a 
master chess-player to  
provide for His own?   

Some things remain the 
same through the centu-
ries.  There is a Lake of 
Fire for those who persist 
in unbelief, but God has 
also provided a so-great  
salvation for all who will 
turn and believe in His  
provision through Jesus 
Christ. 

II Peter 3:8 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, September 15:  

Read Jeremiah 1 

As we are introduced to Jeremiah and his call to ministry, 
here are a few things you should know about him:   

• His father, Hilkiah, was a priest in the priestly line of  
Aaron.  That means that this would have been the likely 
career-path for Jeremiah as well.   

• Jeremiah’s family was in Anathoth, which is about three 
miles north of Jerusalem, providing ready access to the 
place of political leadership in Judah.   

• Jeremiah’s call to ministry came during the reign of a 
very good king, Josiah, which must have been a  
blessing at the start of his ministry.   

• The remaining kings during his ministry were all bad, 
and a number of them allowed his persecution as a 
prophet of God.   

In Verses 4-5 we have the Lord’s emphatic setting apart of 
Jeremiah to ministry.  Like many a prophet, Jeremiah is not 
so sure, and in Verses 6-7 he puts forward a number of  
excuses.  God affirms His intent to work through Jeremiah 
in Verses 9-10 and 17-18: 

Now I have put my words in your mouth. . .they will 
fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am 
with you and will rescue you. . .  

Jeremiah is typical of the people of God when they are 
called to do something out of their comfort zone.  Do you 
remember the struggle that Moses put up in resisting God’s 
call in Exodus Chapters 3-4?  Warren Wiersbe says: 

 When God calls us. . . He isn’t making a mistake,  
and for us to hesitate or refuse to obey is to act  
on the basis of unbelief and not faith. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, September 16:  

Read Matthew 28 

I am wanting us to think about the possibility that our  
failure to respond to God’s call on our lives is an act of  
unbelief—which means it is sin!  Perhaps you are thinking, 
“What call are you talking about?”  Consider this as just a 
representative list:   

• God has chosen us!   

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless in His sight.     
                Ephesians 1:4   

• God has gifted each one of us!  

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.  All these (gifts) are the 
work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them 
to each one, just as He determines.   
             I Corinthians 12:7-11  

                                                         Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, September 16:  

Read Matthew 28 (Continued) 

• God has given us a ministry of proclamation!  

. . .you shall be My witnesses.      Acts 1:8   

. . . go and make disciples. . .      Matthew 28:19  

He has committed to us the message of reconcilia-
tion.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making His appeal through us.  
           II Corinthians 5:19-20  

• God’s grace is sufficient for everything He calls us to do!  

My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness.       II Corinthians 12:9     

We could go on and add much more to this list, but you 
see the point!  What did Jeremiah have that we don’t?  The 
answer is: Nothing!  For the special provision and specific 
call of the Old Testament is the general provision and call 
of the Church-Age believ-
er.  So, when you don’t 
think you can talk with a 
neighbor in order to share 
the Gospel, let me remind 
you of this: It is one thing 
to honestly assess our 
weaknesses, it is another 
thing to live as if the om-
nipotence of a sovereign 
God cannot overcome 
them!   

The failure to respond to 
God’s call truly is the sin 
of unbelief!  Ouch—that 
hurts! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, September 17: Read Jeremiah 2 

As we continue our study of the book of Jeremiah, let’s ask 
a very simple question: “What is it that causes a nation to 
systematically and persistently rebel against the Lord such 
that God in justice must severely discipline?”  Perhaps by 
asking and answering such a question, we can learn  
something about the precarious nature of America and the 
day in which we live.  For as Thoreau quipped: 

The more we know about the ancients the more we 
find that they were like the moderns.  

An initial reading of Jeremiah 2 makes it clear that sin is 
widespread in the Land.  Jeremiah uses one figure of 
speech after another to highlight how the people have 
turned from God to dead and lifeless idols.  We see the root 
cause in Verses 9-13:   

. . . but My people have changed their Glory for what 
does not profit. . .For My people have committed  
two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of  
living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns--broken 
cisterns that can hold no water. 

In a day of instantly available water from the tap, we first 
need to be reminded of the physical reality contained in 
these verses.  Water that was flowing—such as from a 
spring—was said to be living and always preferable.  Water 
that was stored in a rock or man-made cistern has histori-
cally been much less desirable.  One writer of antiquity  
described such water in these terms: muddy, smelly, filled 
with worms, and leaving you with a mouth full of mud!   

This is exactly what you get when you turn from God to  
cisterns of your own making—where this is illustrative of 
pursuing an approach to life that does not take God and His 
Word into account. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, September 20: Read Psalm 33 

Taking up where we left off yesterday.  Have we, in our 
day, exchanged the glory of God for broken cisterns of our 
own making—cisterns that can hold no living water?  We 
are considering a spiritual question: Have we exchanged 
God’s ways for man’s ways when it comes to life and its 
complexities?  As a first cut at answering this question, let’s 
go to the essential topic of origins.  It brings glory to God 
for a people to recognize that from His omniscience,  
omnipotence, and sovereignty God spoke this universe into 
being.  In our day, we have exchanged that truth for the  
so-called Big-Bang explanation for our material universe.   

It is also to the glory of God to recognize Him as the  
creator of our earthly habitat, the creator of the diversity of 
life on this planet, and the maker of man in His image and 
likeness.  We have exchanged that truth for a completely 
bankrupt theory that relies on collecting mistakes over time 
based upon their fitness for survival.  Never mind that this 
has never been observed to occur at the level of even one 
single species.  The mantra of the academic elite in our day 
has become: “There is no such thing as the supernatural 
and you had better just get used to it!” (Dawkins)  

Those are the two starting points for digging our own  
broken cisterns, but unfortunately not the end of the  
story.  We have turned from God to the distorted and vain 
imaginations of our own minds in the areas of education, 
sexuality, marriage and family, recreation, and any number 
of other areas.  How well has this worked out for us?  In 
your own lifetime, have you not noticed an across the 
board decline in American culture with a clear negative  
impact on our society?  Well then, you have your answer!  

By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made. . . 
Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people  
of the world revere Him (Jesus Christ).       Psalm 33:6,8  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, September 21:  

Read Romans 12 

Noah Webster was prescient when he said these words 
many years ago: 

The moral principles and precepts contained in the 
scriptures ought to form the basis of all our civil  
constitutions and laws. . . All the miseries and evils 
which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, 
oppression, slavery, and war, proceed from their  
despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the 
Bible.  

Our problem is this:  Any 
Bible-believing Christian 
knows we, as a nation, 
have departed from the 
Scriptures.  Like ancient 
Israel in the time of Jere-
miah, we are long overdue 
for judgment from the 
hand of God.  Knowing this 
can be debilitating, so let’s 
ask what is it that God 
would want us to do?  Con-
sider the following points 
of application:   

• The first step is to do 
just what we have 
done, give the diagnos-
tic capability of the 
Word of God its full weight in our thinking.  The truth is, 
we as a nation have exchanged the glory of God for  
broken cisterns of our own making.   

Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, September 21:  

Read Romans 12 (Continued) 

• The second step is to realize that our current situation 
has been decades in the making, and it is not likely to 
have a short-term fix.  Jeremiah ministered for a period 
of at least 40 years, perhaps as many as 60, and we 
need to have a long view as well.  God strengthened 
Jeremiah, and God will strengthen us.   

• Our calling as Christians, living in a land that is going 
steadily apostate, is to walk the peculiar tightrope of 
those who are: 

. . . strangers in a land not their own. . .       Acts 7:6  

. . . ambassadors for Christ (to a foreign land)  

           II Corinthians 5:20 

We are to be in the world but not of the world!  The 
truth is that far too many Christians have gone native 
to the point they are indistinguishable from the world 
around them.  You can tell this has happened when 
they support all manner of things which are clearly  
unbiblical.  Our mandate is clear:   

Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed  
by the renewing of your mind . . .       Romans 12:2    

• Finally, realize that the increasing shadows of our day 
cause the bright light of the Gospel to blaze in ever 
greater contrast to its surroundings!  As we hold fast to 
the truth of God’s Word, displaying the character that 
comes from walking with the Lord, our hope should be 
that the watching world would see us: 

 . . . without fault in a crooked and depraved  
generation, in which you shine like stars in the  
universe, as you hold out the Word of life.   
           Philippians 2:15-16 
 



Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 22:  

Read Ecclesiastes 1 

It has been about five months since we finished our study 
of the book of Hebrews.  It is about time to refresh our 
memories, so we don’t forget all that we worked so hard to 
learn.  Before starting with the text of Hebrews, let’s do a 
brief introduction:   

• All of the early manuscripts of this book are actually  
titled: “To the Hebrews”.   For this reason, the  
historical church has always believed that this book was 
written to an enclave of Jews who had come to faith in 
Christ.  This is reinforced by the presence of detailed 
references to Judaism throughout the chapters that 
would mean nothing to a Gentile audience.  In fact, we 
will have to do our Old Testament homework in order 
for them to make sense to us!  

• Now because it is written to a group of Jewish believers, 
with many references to Judaism, you may be tempted 
to check out, and think to yourself, “How can this  
apply to me?”  Be careful, or you will miss something 
very important.  First, God saw fit to include this letter 
to a New Testament church in His Canon of Scripture, 
so, of course, it is meant for us.  Second, in today’s  
reading we came across the following gem:  

What has been will be again, what has been done 
will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.            Ecclesiastes 1:9   

This group of Hebrew believers were facing pressure from 
their surrounding culture and thinking about turning away 
from following after Christ.  Thus, we will read about the  
Christian’s walk of faith, the need to persevere, and the   

Continued on the next page.  



Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 22:  

Read Ecclesiastes 1 (Continued) 

consequences for failing to do so.  Plus, we will read about 
the absolute supremacy of a Christ-centered faith.  

Do we have exactly that need in our day?  Of course we 
do!  There really is nothing new under the sun!  So even 
this early in our investigation of the Book of Hebrews, let 
me leave you with a point of application: Those who come 
to faith in Christ, and seek to follow after Him, will often 
face crises of faith.  By that I mean a point at which they 
consider throwing in the towel—spiritually speaking.  They 
will reach a point at which the figs and pomegranates of 
Egypt look pretty good.  This is another way of saying—
let’s find our answers in the world.   

It is in this context that the author of Hebrews is going to 
introduce us to one of the most glorious provisions of the 
Christian Life—something he calls the rest of faith.  There is 
so much for us to glean from this marvelous letter.   



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 23:  

Read James 4  

  . . . don’t you know that friendship with the world is 
hatred toward God?            James 4:4  



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 23:  
Read James 4 (Continued) 

. . . because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent 
priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through Him, because He  
always lives to intercede for them.   Hebrews 7:24-25  



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday, September 24:  
Read Romans 1:1-17 

See, he (the Chaldean) is puffed up; his desires are not 
upright;  but the just (righteous) will live by his faith.  
              Habakkuk 2:4  



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday, September 24:  

Read Romans 1:1-17 (Continued) 

So do not throw away your confidence; it will be  
richly rewarded.  You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what He has promised.  For in just a very little while, 
He who is coming will come and will not delay.  “But 
my righteous one will live by faith.” And if he shrinks 
back, I will not be pleased with him.  
             Hebrews 10:35-38  

As you can see, in Hebrews the emphasis is on persevering 
in our walk of faith.  In other words, we are to take the  
daily dependence promoted in Galatians 3 and perpetuate it 
through all manner of trials.  As Romans 1 so succinctly 
points out, the Christian Life is by faith, from first to last!  
We enter God’s plan of salvation by faith, we are to daily 
walk by faith, and, when the going gets tough, the call of 
God is to trust Him still!  Our study in the Book of Hebrews 
is going to be a great help for our walk of faith! 



Returning to Hebrews 
Monday, September 27:  

Read Hebrews 1:1-4 

The Book of Hebrews starts with: In the past. . .  When 
man looks at the past history of man, he arbitrarily names 
the ages: bronze, iron, middle, and dark.  God, on the other 
hand, looks at history from the standpoint of redemption.  
For Adam and Eve plunged the human race into a state of 
enmity with God and, in the past, God for a time spoke to 
man through His chosen prophets.    

But now, He has spoken to us by His Son—His only begot-
ten Son.  His Son who came, not to judge the world, but to 
provide salvation for it.  Did you notice the emphasis on 
God as a communicator—as One who speaks?  He has al-
ways communicated with man whom He made in His image 
and likeness.  For God came and walked with Adam in the 
cool of the garden and has continued to reveal Himself 
throughout man’s history, and now does so through His 
Word.  God made us for fellowship with Himself.   Here are 
some things we need to realize when it comes to God send-
ing His son from John 1:18: 

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, 
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.   

How is it that Jesus can be said to make the Father known, 
that He can be said to be at the side of the Father?  These 
opening verses tell us: 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of His being. . .    Hebrews 1:3   

The Son shares the Father’s glory, that is His exalted status.  
He represents God perfectly, for the Son is most certainly 
deity also.  That is why Jesus could say with perfect clarity 
and certainty: “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the  
Father.”  (John 14:9)  It would seem we are to know the  
Father, and come to Him, through the Son.  What a Savior!  



Returning to Hebrews 
Tuesday, September 28:  
Read Colossians 1:15-23 

I want to further draw your attention to the deity of Christ.  
Consider how today’s reading in Colossians reinforces what 
we learned yesterday from Hebrews:  

He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God. . .For by 
Him all things were created. . .all things were created 
by Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together.  And He is the head of the 
church. . .the firstborn from the dead, so that in every-
thing He might have the supremacy.  For God was 
pleased to have all of His fullness dwell in Him, and 
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself. . . 
through His blood, shed on the cross.  Colossians 1:15-20   

After He (Jesus) had provided purification for sins, He 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
                 Hebrews 1:3  

No wonder Hebrews 1:4 tells us Jesus is superior to the an-
gels.  Just look at the list we have accumulated: creator of 
all things; carries the nature of the Father in His incarnate 
form; holds this physical universe together; heads up the 
church. . . in fact He has the supremacy in everything.  Not 
only that, He so decisively dealt with the issue of sin that 
the Father seated Him in the place of greatest honor—at 
His right hand.   

There is no other way to understand the exalted nature of 
the Son, than as deity Himself, who left heaven to accom-
plish the work of salvation in keeping with the will of God.  
This is a great mystery—one member of the Trinity acting 
in subordination to the will of another member.  More on 
this mystery as we continue our reading.  But, for now, do 
you not have a sense of awe toward such a Savior—one, 
who through His blood shed on the cross, provided purifi-
cation for your sins and mine?  What a Savior!   



          
Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 29:  

Read Hebrews 1:5-14  

And He is the head of the body, the Church, who is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence.  

  
  
  
  
  



Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 29:  

Read Hebrews 1:5-14 (Continued) 

4. The Son is seated in the place of greatest honor await-
ing the Father’s actions on His behalf. (Hebrews 1:13)  

Wow—this is quite a list.  The application for the readers is 
this: If you are a wavering Jewish convert—does it make 
sense to turn back to a system of Law that can justify no 
one?  Of course not!  Then where should you turn?  Why, 
you are to turn to Jesus, the preeminent one!  And once 
you turn, stick with Him!   

Now how about a point of application?  If you are a  
frustrated Christian, where should you turn?  Listen, given 
the preeminence of Jesus, there are only lesser options.  
Satan will always try to deceive us into thinking the grass is 
greener elsewhere.  In truth, there is no one else like  
Jesus, and no other salvation like that which He provides.  
The Book of Hebrews is going to support this truth every 
which way possible—because He is the one answer to  
every need we will ever have.  



          
Returning to Hebrews 

Thursday, September 30:  
Read Colossians 2:1-10 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and  
established in the faith, as you have been taught, 
abounding in it with thanksgiving.         Colossians 2:6-7   

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the basic principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ.            Colossians 2:8   



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 30:  

Read Colossians 2:1-10 (Continued) 

many an unsuspecting Christian young man or woman go-
ing off to college—growth stops and deceit gains a follow-
ing.  But if we will repent, and remember the following, 
there is hope:   

For in Him (Jesus) dwells all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is 
the head of all principality and power.   
              Colossians 2:9-10   

I am not turning anywhere else—for there is nowhere 
else to go. If I am complete in Him, to go elsewhere 
would be to unravel myself.  No, what I need to do is 
to grow into understanding what it means to be 
complete in Him.  And that’s a need that can be 
remedied by following the instructions we read in 
Colossian 2:6-7: 

• Walking in Him!  

• Rooted and built up 
in Him! 

• Established in the 
faith!  

• Abounding in it with 
thanksgiving! 
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