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Opening with Hebrews 
Monday November 1:  

Read Hebrews 12:1-14  

I remind you again of the verse we are discussing:  

. . . it was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom everything exists, should make the author of 
their salvation perfect through suffering.  Hebrews 2:10 

Yesterday we saw that it was necessary (a better trans- 
lation than the above fitting) for Christ to die in order to 
satisfy the righteous demands of a holy God.  Let’s turn 
our attention now to the word translated make perfect.  
This word means to reach a goal, to complete, or to bring 
something to its intended end.  In short, Jesus needed to 
undergo the spiritual suffering of the cross, in order to 
bring to fruition (perfect) God’s redemptive purposes in the 
saving of lost mankind!  The suffering of Christ in our place 
didn’t make Jesus perfect; rather, it brought to perfection 
the Father’s plan to save.    

Now let me put it all together for you by paraphrasing  
Hebrews 2:10:  

 . . .it was necessary that the holy Father, for whom 
and through whom everything exists, to bring to 
complete fruition His plan of redemption, by means of 
the spiritual suffering of the cross by the Captain of 
our salvation—the Lord Jesus Christ.  

            Continued on the next page. 



Opening with Hebrews 
Monday, November 1:  

Read Hebrews 12:1-14 (Continued) 

Let that sink in for a moment!  The news tells me all of the 
things I should be worried about.  Then there are personal 
trials of all kinds—everything from health to family.  If I let 
them dominate my thinking, I will pretty soon be just like 
the wobbly Jewish Christians to whom the Book of Hebrews 
is addressed.  So, how does God encourage me?  He gently 
tells me in the pages of Scripture: Don’t drift away from so 
great a salvation and such a great Savior.  For He tasted 
death for you, that you wouldn’t have to spend eternity 
apart from God.  Furthermore, our redemption is a  
completed task—it has been done to perfection—though it 
took the cross to make it so.  So, I ask: Can we find  
anything like this anywhere else?  Not a chance!  Jesus is 
so much better!  That is why many chapters later, near the 
end of his letter, the writer of Hebrews admonishes all of us 
to:  

. . .fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith.               Hebrews 12:2 



Back To Philippians 
Tuesday, November 2:  

Read Philippians 4  

Although we read all of Chapter 4 for today, we are going 
to focus on just the first four verses.  Paul begins in Verse 
1 with terms of affection that are found almost nowhere 
else in his letters.  But even in the midst of his joy, he felt 
it necessary to warn and correct   Why does he feel the 
need to caution the believers to stand firm?   Why  
publicly mention these two ladies, one of whom has a 
name that means fragrant and the other fortunate?   

The simple answer is that there was some kind of disunity  
between these two ladies, both of whom had contended at 
Paul’s side for the cause of the Gospel.  He wanted to nip it 
in the bud before it allowed Satan to have a foothold  
within the fellowship and drive the wedge further.  A more 
comprehensive answer takes into account the fact that the 
bulk of the content within the New Testament epistles is 
cautionary in nature.  In other words, it is either telling us 
to be careful not to get tangled up in some kind of sin or 
warning us to stop doing some kind of sin.   

Let me illustrate using a ship on the ocean as an example.  
If you take a ship, large or small, that is perfectly on 
course and center the rudder, in no time at all you will be 
off course.  That is because the wind and waves are  
constantly pushing the ship one way or the other causing it 
to wander off course.  The same is true of a local  
fellowship of believers.  You can have perfect doctrinal 
agreement and sweet fellowship, and, if you are not  
constantly on your guard, in no time at all you will have 
wandered off course.  You will discover cracks of disunity, 
forsaking your first love, and a hundred other potential  
failings.  So, let us take Paul’s warnings to heart and guard 
our fellowship carefully.   



Back To Philippians 
Wednesday, November 3:  

Read Malachi 3 

Perhaps you are still wondering about Paul’s reference to 
those whose names are written in the Book of Life in  
yesterday’s reading (Philippians 4:3).  For today’s  
devotional, let’s consider this Book of Life and see if we 
can’t learn more about it.  Consider the following:   

• In a variety of different settings, God has made it clear 
that He is a keeper of records.  In Malachi 3:16 in  
today’s reading, a scroll of remembrance was recorded 
listing those who feared the Lord and honored His name.  
In Psalm 139:16 we are introduced to a book that  
records the number of our days.  And, in Revelation 
20:12-14, not only do we have the Book of Life, but also 
what is often referred to as the Book of Works.  So,  
although there are a variety of records kept by God, let’s 
restrict the rest of our time to the Book of Life.   



Back To Philippians 
Wednesday, November 3:  
Read Malachi 3 (Continued) 

• I would suggest to you that having our names written in 
heaven is synonymous to having them recorded in the 
Book of Life.  As Luke 10:20 teaches us, this is the one 
thing that should cause 
us to rejoice above all 
else. 

. . . nevertheless do not 
rejoice in this, that the  
spirits are subject to 
you, but rather  rejoice  
because your names 
are written in heaven. 

• Revelation 13:8 and 
21:27 both label this 
book as the Lamb’s Book 
of Life.  That is very helpful, for it tells us whose names 
are recorded.  For Jesus Himself told us that He is the 
way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6)  In John 5, those 
who refuse to believe in Jesus as Messiah are said to be 
those who refuse to come to Him to have life. (John 5:40)  

In other words, coming to life are those who place their 
faith in Jesus, as the Son of God, and what He accom-
plished on the cross in dying for our sin.  They are the 
ones, the only ones, who have their names recorded in 
the Book of Life.  And, what cause for rejoicing! 

On the other hand, do we really grasp how much is at stake 
if we reject God’s provision of Jesus Christ as Savior?  
Those who do reject Christ are people for whom Christ 
died, the work is done, yet their names are never recorded 
in the Lamb’s Book—the Book of Life!  
 



Back To Philippians 
Thursday, November 4:  
Read I Thessalonians 5  

(Philippians 4:4-7) 

Starting in Philippians 4:4, we have the first of three  
imperatives, which means the first of three commands: 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  

In your Bible, Philippians 4:7 and I Thessalonians 5:16 are 
probably very similar.  In the Greek text of Scripture, the 
word translated joy or rejoice, and its associated grammar, 
are exactly the same: A Scriptural command to do  
something right now.  Now, I don’t think about these  
commands so much as a to do list from God, but rather, a 
non-negotiable statement of what God desires as part of 
the Spirit-filled walk of every Christian.   

I think it is important to make this distinction, because this 
is not the kind of thing you can force yourself to do.  Go 
ahead and try.  See if you can force yourself to rejoice in 
every single thing that happens today, this week, this year!  
By now I think most of us are aware that the Christian Life 
is a supernatural kind of life that can only be lived by 
means of the grace God provides to do so, specifically, the 
Holy Spirit enabling the new life within. 

The first key to doing this is right in the passage—did you 
catch it?  It says, “Rejoice in the Lord.”  You see it is not 
telling us to rejoice in circumstances, but rather in the 
midst of circumstances to keep our eyes on the Lord.  
Should we do so, our joy will naturally continue.  I think of 
Job, who struggled with circumstances until he had a clear 
vision of the sovereignty and capability of the Lord, then he 
repented of his discouragement and exalted the Lord.  

And, we can do the same. 



Back To Philippians 
Friday, November 5:  

Read II Corinthians 10  
(Philippians 4:4-7) 

The second of three imperatives in Philippians 4:4-7 is: 

 Let your gentleness be evident to all.  

I want to look at this verse from the perspective of men, 
and dedicate today’s devotional to all those men who have 
the desire to manifest the character of Christ.  I am  
focusing on the men, because, in general, gentleness is not 
seen as a virtue in our day and age.  In particular, I can’t 
ever remember it being connected in any way with the  
concept of manliness. I know what you are thinking, “How 
do we know that Philippians 4:5 applies to men?  Did you 
catch the very first verse of our reading in II Corinthians? 

By the meekness and gentleness of Christ,  
I appeal to you. . .   

The great Apostle Paul is modeling gentleness, and who 
does he identify as a model?  It is none other than the Lord  
Jesus Christ Himself.  There is a very convicting passage 
from Isaiah Chapter 42.  In Verse 1, God is speaking of the 
coming Messiah, and this is what He says: 

Here is My servant, whom I uphold, My chosen  
One in whom I delight. . .   

Now look at Verse 3, as it speaks of the First Advent:   

A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering 
wick He will not snuff out.  

Now, although the word gentle is not used, what word 
would you choose to summarize the nature of Jesus as He 
ministered to a lost world during the time of His First  
Coming?  If the Lord could be gentle with the lost and hard
-hearted Jews, then men, I would challenge you that we 
should strive to do the same with our wives, children, and 
extended families.   



Back To Philippians 
Monday, November 8:  

Read Matthew 6 (Philippians 4:6-7) 

We are on our third of three straight imperatives: First,  
rejoice always, second, let your gentleness be evident to 
all,  and finally: 

. . . be anxious about nothing.  

These three parting commands to the church at Philippi 
certainly cover a lot of ground, don’t they?  Let’s start with 
the word translated anxious.  It means to give thought to, 
to look out for a thing, and to be anxious.  This range of 
meanings is actually helpful to us.  What kinds of things do 
we look out for, give thought to, or worry about?  Certainly, 
material possessions is one of many items. Jesus addresses 
this in no uncertain terms in today’s reading.   

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves  
break in and steal.            Matthew 6:19   

And why do you worry about clothes?   For the  
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them.       Matthew 6:28 



Back To Philippians 
Monday, November 8:  

Read Matthew 6 (Philippians 4:6-7) 
(Continued) 

Not only are these things transitory, but the Lord will  
provide what we need.  Thus, we have no need to allow 
these things to occupy our thinking!  

Other things that can cause us to worry are the storms of 
life.  I think of Peter in Matthew 14 where he is walking on 
the water—at least until he sees the wind.  How do you see 
wind?  By the size of the waves!  You know the trials of this 
life are like that—we see a problem, and then we fixate on 
all that might lie behind it.   

Jesus would say the same thing to us that He said to Peter:  

You of little faith. . .why did you doubt?   
              Matthew 14:31   

By way of application, here is what will happen if we can 
discipline ourselves to trust God in all circumstances and 
bring our concerns to Him with thanksgiving:  

. . . the peace of God, which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.           Philippians 4:7 



Back To Philippians 
Tuesday, November 9:  

Read Proverbs 23 (Philippians 4:8-9) 

Philippians 4:8 says:  

. . . whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things.  

Now I have two additional passages I would like you to 
consider in order to further qualify the admonition from  
Philippians.  First, Proverbs 23:7 says,  

. . . for as he thinks within himself, so he is . . .  

This is an interesting passage in that there is a variant 
reading that says, do not eat the food of a stingy man—he 
is always thinking about the cost.  In other words, he may 
feed you, but inside he is begrudging you partaking of what 
he set before you.  In the judgment of God, it is what is 
happening on the inside that counts.   

For the second passage, consider I Corinthians 15:33: 

. . .Bad company corrupts good character.   

Bad company corrupts your character by getting you to 
think about things that are unsavory and out of bounds for 
God’s people.  (By the way, I think bad company can  
include movies, music, and television, as well as people!)  
Since what is going on in your mind is what you are in 
God’s estimation, this is a problem.  On the other hand, a 
steady intake of that which is noble, right, lovely, admira-
ble, and that which is excellent and praiseworthy is also go-
ing to influence the thinking and thus the character.  So you 
and I need to be very careful what we let in, especially in 
terms of images, for those that have corruptive power can be 
very hard to shed.  Personally, I am blessed by the fact the 
Word of God cautioned me about television 2000 years be-
fore it came to be!  And, all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Back To Philippians 
Wednesday, November 10:  

Read Ezekiel 4 (Philippians 4:10-16) 

By now you might be thinking, “He is really taking a while 
to finish off this fourth chapter of Philippians!”  We are 
close, but there are two more things we just can’t bypass 
before closing.  To begin with, consider Paul’s testimony in 
Philippians 4:13:  

I can do all things through Him who gives me 
strength. 

Paul’s testimony is meant to remind us that this should be 
our testimony as well.  For God has repeatedly declared 
that He is our enabler: Consider Zechariah 4:6, Romans 
7:6, and I Timothy 1:12 to name just a few instances.   

With this being the case, our own weaknesses cease to 
matter to God.  He told Paul, in the midst of his personal 
weakness:  

. . . My power is made perfect in weakness. 
            II Corinthians 12:9   

Once we understand this and begin to trust God to work 
through us, we should expect:  

. . . that Christ’s power may rest on me.   
            II Corinthians 12:9  

   Continued on the next page. 



Back To Philippians 
Wednesday, November 10:  

Read Ezekiel 4 (Philippians 4:10-16) 
(Continued) 

Because we typically think about the power of God being a  
provision in times of trial and testing, I want to point out 
something important from the context of Philippians 4.  
Although Paul has much to say about the trials of ministry 
throughout his writings, including this fourth chapter,  
notice the specific context right before Verse 13:   

. . . I have learned to be content whatever the  
circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need,  
and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situa-
tion, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want.  I can do all things through Him 
who gives me strength.   

I think it is important to note that this passage is telling us 
that, as we keep our focus on the Lord and trust Him, He 
will provide in both times of blessing and times of  
adversity.  Why am I making a point of this?  Because I 
think it so important, especially for Christians in America, 
that we pass the test of both adversity and prosperity.  
Each has its own potential pitfalls, and in each we can do 
all that God desires if we will turn to Him for the strength 
to do so! 
 



Back To Philippians 
Thursday, November 11:  

Read Genesis 22 (Philippians 4:19)  

At the close of this great Book of Philippians, Paul is  
returning thanks to the church at Philippi for the support 
they have provided, and in turn he tells the church:  

And my God will meet all your needs according  
to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.     Philippians 4:19 

Meditate upon this for a few moments.  This is a promise 
that God will meet all needs according to His glorious  
riches—through Christ Jesus.  Although the word grace is 
not found in this passage, it certainly is an example of 
grace in action, where grace is God’s abundant answer for 
our ever-changing need!  Now perhaps you are wondering 
whether we can really make such broad application of this 
passage, or is it more limited in scope.  To address that 
concern is the reason I had you read Genesis 22.  I know 
we were there not long ago, but did you recall what Abra-
ham said after God provided a ram as a burnt offering in 
the place of his son Isaac:  

Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide.   
               Genesis 22:14   

This is literally Jehovah-Jireh and is one of the names for 
God.  Do you see it?  God has always been a God of grace 
who meets our needs according to His glory and goodness 
and not our worth.  Consider Jacob, Joseph, Moses,  
Samuel, David right down to you and me.  God wants us to 
depend upon Him, and He, in turn, will meet our needs.  He 
is not stingy, metering out a bit of blessing here and there. 
He is generous according to His riches in Christ.  Sometimes 
it takes a bit of time for us to realize that the riches we 
have in Christ are not of the same kind the world desires, 
but they are glorious nonetheless!  One question—can you 
think of a Christian who didn’t have his or her needs met?  
We’ll consider that tomorrow.   



Back to Philippians 
Friday, November 12: Read Psalm 22 

(Philippians 4:19) 

Psalm 37:25-26 says:  

I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen 
the righteous forsaken or their children begging 
bread.  They are always generous and lend freely;  
their children will be blessed.  

The implication is very much like our closing verse in  
Philippians, is it not?  God will supply the needs of His  
people and He will do it in such a way it is clearly a  
blessing. 

The question I raised yesterday was this: Are there times 
when Christians don’t have their needs met?  Don’t hard 
things sometimes happen to Christians, things that can’t be 
mended and are difficult to grasp?  Let me ask it this way, 
“When you lose a spouse of 50 plus years, how exactly is 
God supplying all your needs?”   

Now there are many Biblical answers to why Christians face 
difficult circumstances.  Consider these: to build character 
(James 1:2), to refine faith (I Peter 1:7), to cause us to  
depend upon God’s strength (II Corinthians 12:9), and, as in 
the life of Joseph, to accomplish God’s plans (Genesis 

50:20).   

These and other verses are helpful, but they still don’t get 
to the core of the answer to this question.  To go a step 
further requires the testimony of God’s people.  So many 
times I have heard the testimony of Christians who have 
come through the most horrific circumstances, even the 
loss of a child or spouse, and they have the most  
compelling witness of how God carried them through it.   



Back to Philippians 
Friday, November 12: Read Psalm 22 

(Philippians 4:19) (Continued) 

That helps also, but then we read Psalm 22.   

My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  Why 
are You so far from saving Me, so far from the words 
of My groaning? . . .Dogs have surrounded Me; a band 
of evil men has encircled Me, they have pierced My 
hands and My feet.             Psalm 22:1,16  

As you may have gathered, this psalm speaks prophetically 
of Jesus Christ and His suffering on the cross.  Jesus during 
His incarnation epitomized dependence upon God.  Did God 
supply His needs?  Of course He did, for He did not aban-
don the Lord Jesus to the grave, nor did He let His Holy 
One see decay. (Acts 2:27)  Furthermore:  

God exalted Him to the Highest place and gave Him 
a name that is above every name. . .      Philippians 2:9   

Sometimes it is simply a matter of first the cross and then 
the crown! 
 

          



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, November 15:  

Read Jeremiah 7  

We have seen that the Lord is looking for a people whose 
hearts are fully devoted to Him and whose lives are being 
transformed by their walk with God.  So, how do you think 
God feels about those who have a form of godliness, but 
not its power? To state it another way, how does He feel 
about those who have a fine religious affiliation, but no 
substantive relationship with Him?  The seventh chapter of 
Jeremiah answers that question for us in Verse 2 as we see 
God sending Jeremiah to the gate of the temple to proclaim 
a message from God to the people.  Note Verse 4:  

Do not trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the 
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the  
temple of the LORD!”   

Here is what the people were doing.  On the one hand: 

The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire,  
and the women knead the dough and make cakes of 
bread for the Queen of Heaven.      Jeremiah 7:18   

On the other hand, not only were they also coming to the 
temple, ostensibly to worship, but also trusting in the  
temple’s presence in Jerusalem to protect them from the 
Babylonians.  For they reasoned that God would never let 
His temple be destroyed.  Notice that in Verse 4 God says 
this is a deceptive hope.  In Verse 16, He tells Jeremiah: 

So do not pray for this people, nor offer any plea or 
petition for them; do not plead with Me, for I will not 
listen to you.   

I guess that pretty much answers the question we raised at 
the beginning!  Sloppy worship is never acceptable to God!  
Nor does He accept double-minded or going through the 
motions kinds of worship.   Do you think there is applica-
tion to be made?  We’ll try tomorrow! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, November 16:  

Read John 5  

We go astray in our worship when we begin to trust in 
things other than God Himself—in the gifts and not the  
gift-giver.  This is a potential risk even for the most well-
meaning of Christians.  For example, I have preached 
many sermons that tried to clearly communicate the  
importance of the Word of God for the child of God.  But 
somewhere in there is the possibility, and we have seen it 
happen, that we can get so caught up with the written 
Word that we lose touch with the Living Word which stands 
behind the written Word and gives it its value.   

Perhaps you are thinking, how can that be?  That is exactly 
what we see in today’s reading.  Note Jesus’ words:  

You diligently study the Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the 
Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to 
come to Me to have life.          John 5:39-40  

It is possible to make your life’s work the study of the  
Scriptures and still not be reconciled to God through the 
Son.  Impossible, you think!  There are those in academia 
who speak with great authority on the history, language, 
and meaning of the Bible, and yet refuse to believe that  
Jesus is the Son of God.  We too can get so caught up in the  
meaning of various Greek and Hebrew words—attending 
studies and memorizing—that we fail to simply see the Bible 
as a means to fellowship with God.  For the Bible’s purpose 
is to reveal God’s mind to us!  Let’s approach this point from 
a different direction.  It is not our emphasis on traditional 
music that makes us spiritual.  Rather, it is that we value  
traditional music as a vehicle for us to:  

. . .fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith!            Hebrews 12:2 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, November 17:  

Read Jeremiah 9 

There is enough substance for us to think about regarding 
the focus of our worship that we can afford to spend  
another day on this topic.  Let’s come at the topic from  
another angle by asking these questions: Is it possible for 
the Church to turn away from its Head?  Is it possible for a 
nation to turn from its godly heritage?  I know these  
questions mix apples and oranges, but I want you to see 
the wide-ranging applicability for both a body of believers 
and a national entity, which is, of course, a mixture of  
believers and unbelievers.   

As far as the Church is concerned, we need look no further 
than the Church in Ephesus, that Jesus rebuked with these 
words:  

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your 
first love.             Revelation 2:4  

Be sure to note that this was a church that had hard work, 
deeds, and perseverance.  The Scripture is clear that even 
with those, a church (or an individual) can fall short of 
pleasing the Lord.  That is why we must always be careful 
to assess what is at the center of our worship!   

How about a nation, can it turn?  Consider this quote from 
Noah Webster: 

Every civil government is based upon some religion or 
philosophy of life. . ..  In America, the foundational  
religion was Christianity.  And it was sown in the 
hearts of Americans through the home and private 
and public schools for centuries.  Our liberty, growth, 
and prosperity was the result of a Biblical philosophy 
of life.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, November 17:  
Read Jeremiah 9 (Continued) 

Is this still true today?  The answer for most of us would be 
a resounding no.  And yet, by survey, we continue to see 
ourselves as a Christian nation.  America would be wise to 
be cautioned about the prophetic nature of the following 
taken from a study of Jeremiah:  

For a people to boast in the glory of the past, and to 
deny the secret that made the past, is to perish.   
             G. Campbell Morgan  

All of this ties together with a quote from today’s reading.  
As you meditate upon it, I trust you will see this as another 
example of the profound in the Book of Jeremiah:  

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,  
let not the mighty man glory in his might,  
nor let the rich man glory in his riches;   
but let him who glories glory in this,  
that he understands and knows Me,  
that I am the LORD exercising loving-kindness,  
judgment and righteousness in the earth.   
For in these I delight,” says the LORD.    
               Jeremiah 9:23-24 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, November 18:  

Read John 3 

Bear with me as we read John 3 once again in order to  
prepare for Jeremiah 17.  I like the way God keeps things 
simple.  We often tend to focus on the many possibilities, 
and sometimes even get anxious about knowing exactly 
which one to choose.  On the other hand, God makes life’s 
most important decisions very simple—for ultimately it  
often boils down to choosing one of two options.  Consider 
John the Baptist’s words in the very last verse of the third 
chapter of John’s gospel:   

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.           John 3:36 

Simple, right?  Every member of the human race can make 
one of two choices: to believe or persist in unbelief.  Every 
person will either receive God’s gift of eternal life or,  
because of rejection of His so-great salvation, be an eternal 
recipient of His wrath.   

This two-option outcome might not be politically correct, 
but that does not make it untrue!  Lost mankind will most  

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, November 18:  

Read John 3 (Continued) 

definitely chafe at this way of dividing all of humanity.  
Nonetheless, if the Bible is the Word of God—and therefore 
authoritative in all matters it addresses—then every  
member of the human race will step out of this life either 
eternally saved or eternally lost.   

If you start to think about it, there are many other  
statements or doctrines in the Bible that parallel exactly this 
two-option outcome: 

• Every human being is either on the broad road headed 
to destruction or the narrow road headed to eternal life.  
(Matthew 7:13-14)  

• We are all either in the kingdom of Satan or that of the 
Son of God. (Colossians 1:13-14)   

• We are going to stand before the mercy seat of God  
(II Corinthians 5:10) or the judgment throne of God. 
(Revelation 20:11).   

There is a world of difference between each of these paired 
choices.  The human race is by and large very confused 
about the two options it faces.  Many seem to think that by 
ignoring this clear Biblical fact, the whole problem will just 
go away.  Others imagine that they can exercise a third op-
tion and that is to just opt out and go their separate ways.  
The Bible leaves no room for such wishful thinking.   

Understanding this truth helps with our role as witnesses.  
For part of our witness must be laying out, and making 
clear, the reality that we must choose one of two available 
options.  Our calling is to make the two options clear and 
help others choose wisely. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, November 19:  

Read Jeremiah 17 

Let’s consider a follow-up question to yesterday’s  
devotional: “Does this idea of two options apply to the 
Christian Life as well as our salvation from hell to heaven?”  
God Himself makes it clear that it does in the 17th chapter 
of Jeremiah by contrasting two approaches to life: 

• The first option is living apart from the Lord in Verse 5: 

Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes 
flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the 
LORD. 

• The second option, in Verse 7, is trusting the Lord:  

Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and 
whose hope is the LORD. 

Do you see it?  As Christians, our approach to life and its 
circumstances is going to bring blessing or cursing.  That’s 
because we will either be trusting in the Lord and His  
capability, or we will be trusting in man and his capability.  
Furthermore, this applies to all types and ages of people: 
college students, career age, retired.  Every day we can ask 
and answer the question: “Are we trusting in the Lord or in 
our own strength?”   

At first glance, this is very much an admonition to walk by 
faith, which we know is an important part of the Christian 
Life.  We should be able to readily recall the truth that: 

. . . without faith it is impossible to please God. 
               Hebrews 11:6  

Further, we are to walk by faith, stand in faith, be firm in 
the faith, and enter the rest of faith.  It is important to see 
how important it is to understand our call to trust in the 
Lord in the context of it being one of two options.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, November 19:  

Read Jeremiah 17 (Continued) 

This is another of the profound truths that we can find in 
Jeremiah, and it is hugely significant in the life of the  
Christian.  Let’s start with the first of three principles that 
we will discuss over the next several days:    

God’s call to trust Him is not just a call to have faith,  
but to place one’s faith in the correct object!   

Some wrongly argue that faith is purely spiritual and only 
those to whom faith is given 
can exercise it.  Do you see 
how clearly this principle con-
tradicts that erroneous teach-
ing?  For the issue, according 
to God’s Word, is not whether 
we have faith—for some will 
trust in man and others will 
trust in God!  The issue is 
whether or not our faith is in 
the right object; specifically, 
God Himself and His many, 
many promises! 

Christians are so often ridi-
culed for having faith, as if it is 
somehow a silly or unsophisti-
cated thing.  Listen, everyone 
has faith, it is just that for 
many it is faith in their finan-
cial resources, intelligence, lineage, or a host of other things 
that can simply be described as trusting in man.   God is 
calling us to choose blessing by placing our faith in Him!  
More on this first principle on Monday. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, November 22: Read Jonah 2 

As a reminder, these are the two possible options by which 
every Christian can navigate life:   

Cursed is the one who trusts in man and makes flesh 
his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. . . 
Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and 
whose hope is the LORD.          Jeremiah 17:5,7  

The first principle then is: A faith that turns from the right 
object (God and His promises) is called unbelief.  You see 
unbelief  is not an absence of belief.  Rather, it is a failure 
to believe in the one thing that really matters.  For no  
matter what, we put our faith (trust) in something.   

Let’s look at examples of the two extremes.  In Genesis 15, 
Abraham believes God and His promises about his future 
offspring and a promised land.  However, in Chapter 16 he 
and Sarah decide it is taking too long for God to give them 
a son, so they try to hurry things along by obtaining  
offspring through Sarah’s maid.  Is that trusting in man, 
and his capability, or God?  Abraham and Sarah certainly 
took things out of God’s hands, didn’t they?  

When David as a teen-ager charged Goliath and exclaimed, 
“The Battle is the Lord’s,” it was pretty clear where his trust 
lay.  Or, Job, in the midst of great personal calamity  
declares the object of his trust, “Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust in Him. . .”  You see we face many and varied 
circumstances, but it really is choosing between two  
options: Either we are going to be trusting God or turning 
from Him and trusting in something else.  At stake is  
spiritual blessing or spiritual cursing.  Jonah learned it the 
hard way, but his insight is very keen:  

Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace  
that could be theirs.         Jonah 2:8 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, November 23:  

Read Jeremiah 10 

For the second of three principles we are discussing over 
several days, we go to the final part of our verse:  

 A faith that turns from the right object (God and His 
promises) is called unbelief and is the beginning of 
idolatry.    

Let’s focus on the final underlined phrase.  What did you 
think of Jeremiah Chapter 10?  It is a satire on idolatry, 
poking fun at the fact that idols have to be carefully crafted 
lest they topple over and, of course, they have to be  
carried from place to place.   

When we read the word idolatry, we think that we are long 
past the time of worshipping idols.  After all, we are such a 
technologically sophisticated people that we don’t have  
anything to do with idols.  On the contrary, we have now 
pushed into a whole new realm of idolatry undreamed of in 
Jeremiah’s day.  For we have that which starts in the mind 
of the scientist and then comes out as a vain theory; that 
which starts in the mind of the statesman and comes out as 
a vain foreign or domestic policy; and that which begins in 
the mind of the social scientist and comes out as a vain and 
bankrupt social theory.   

What I am suggesting is that scientific theories like evolu-
tion, political theories like socialism, and social theories that 
tolerate the denigration of morality and family are all a 
form of idolatry.  I am not saying these disciplines do not 
have a place.  I am saying that when people turn from 
what God has said, and place their faith in the imaginings  

Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, November 23:  

Read Jeremiah 10 (Continued) 

of man, they have left the proper function of these disci-
plines and entered the realm of the idolatrous.   

Let’s briefly look at proof of this point.  There was a day 
when scientists pursued scientific study with this thought in 
mind:   

O God, I am thinking Thy thoughts after Thee.” 
              Johannes Kepler   

Now, the more common approach, and one which is  
definitely trying to garner public attention, can best be  
described by two quotes from scientists of today:  

There is nothing beyond the natural, physical world.” 
             Richard Dawkins 

We hold our fate and the fate of our planet in our 
own hands. . ..            Carl Sagan  

Do you see the difference between these two approaches 
to science?  Scientists from an earlier day started with a 
belief in a sovereign creator God.  Scientists of our day 
place their belief in man and the material.  That makes the 
latter approach idolatrous!   

One final thought, should you disagree with any of the  
currently in vogue ideas of our day—about origins, social 
theory, climate theory—what kind of a response will you 
get?  Does it open a reasonable dialogue where logic, data, 
and ideas are discussed?  Or, are you more likely to get the 
white hot anger of the religious zealot?   

That’s how you can tell that some of the theories have 
been turned into just another form of idolatry. 

           



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, November 24:  

Read Jeremiah 7 

Today is the third day of our investigation of this passage: 

Cursed is the one who trusts in man and makes flesh 
his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. . . 
Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose 
hope is the LORD.            Jeremiah 17:5,7 

Here is principle three from this verse: The faith of God’s 
people has always been meant to result in obedience to 
Him!   We know that something is not right when Christians 
can talk about having trusted in Christ for their salvation, but 
don’t seem to know much of His revelation to them, and 
therefore don’t even begin to think in terms of obedience to 
Him.  James chastises this kind of Christian:  

 . . . faith without works is dead.           James 2:26  

Jeremiah says it this way: 

“Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall 
be My people.  And walk in all the ways that I have  
commanded you, that it may be well with you.  Yet 
they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the 
counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, and 
went backward and not forward.          Jeremiah 7:23-24  

The continuation of our two-option theme?  As God’s peo-
ple, we are either going forwards or backwards; obeying the 
Lord or going our own way.  This is extremely important  
because sometimes we have a tendency to think we can 
take a break from our Christian walk and still hold our 
ground.  Ask yourself: “Am I obeying the will of God as I 
understand it, and am I growing in my understanding?”  
You see the crucial fact for our spiritual lives is that there is 
no coasting!!  Spirituality just doesn’t work that way. 



Happy Thanksgiving! 

Thursday, November 25 

I trust that every one of these passages of 
Scripture will provide cause for you to give thanks.  

I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;  
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.       Psalm 9:1 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.     
               Philippians 4:6-7 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all  
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
                Colossians 3:16 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind, for He 
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things.              Psalm 107:8-9 

I always thank my God for you because of His grace 
given you in Christ Jesus.         I Corinthians 1:4 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love  
endures forever.         I Chronicles 16:34   

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause  
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
            II Corinthians 4:15 

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.        I Thessalonians 5:18 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, November 26: Read Jeremiah 17 

Today we reread the chapter that started our line of in-
quiry, and this time I want to draw your attention to the  
consequences associated with the choice we make in terms 
of the object of our faith.  You won’t be surprised to learn 
there are two possible outcomes.  First is the outcome for 
the one who trusts in man and his capabilities:   

For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall 
not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the 
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land which 
is not inhabited.          Jeremiah 17:6   

Like a shrub in the parched places brings to mind a wilted 
shrub barely holding on.  Think for a moment about all the 
man-centered philosophies being pushed upon today’s  
children in school.  At what is perhaps the most vulnerable 
time in their lives, they are being bombarded with all  
manner of unbiblical teaching regarding gender identity, 
gender roles, the marriage union, civic responsibility, and 
so much more.  By the time they step forth as voting 
young men and women, we are very likely going to have a 
societal wasteland that metaphorically speaking most  
certainly is parched.  

God tells us this is going to happen if we trust in man, but 
what is the alternative?  Why, the one who trusts in God: 

. . .shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which 
spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear 
when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will 
not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease 
from yielding fruit.        Jeremiah 17:8   

This should be all the motivation we need to be constantly 
asking ourselves—in whom am I trusting?  The conse-
quences are enormous! 

           



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, November 29:  

Read Jeremiah 6 

One final emphasis on the two options between which each 
of us must choose.  I like the way the topic is presented in 
this chapter because it is really encouraging.  

This is what the LORD says:  “Stand at the crossroads 
and look; ask for the  ancient paths, ask where the 
good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 
your souls.”            Jeremiah 6:16 

Life consists of many crossroads.  At each one, we can 
choose to trust in God and His promises, or we can choose 
to trust in man and his capabilities.   

Not long ago one of the dear saints in our fellowship told me 
of a conversation with a grandchild that she found very 
discouraging.  In trying to explain Biblical truths to this grand-
child who is just beginning a career, she received this re-
sponse, “Grandmother, you just think in the old ways.”  Now 
I can certainly see how that would be discouraging.  For 
many see Biblical truth as inadequate for our day and how 
hurtful when this thinking comes from a family member!                        



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, November 29:  

Read Jeremiah 6 (Continued) 

Perhaps, we even begin to doubt all that we once believed.  
Don’t doubt the applicability of Biblical truth for even a sec-
ond, not because I say so, but because God does!   

Ask for the ancient paths. . . ask where the good 
way  is. . .          Jeremiah 6:16 

In context, the ancient paths refer to those times when 
the people of Israel and their leadership sought the Lord 
with their whole hearts.  The good way is the way that 
God has prescribed for His people.  And, do you see the 
promise in this verse that goes with these ancient paths?  

You will find rest for your souls!              Jeremiah 6:16 

There is nowhere else you can find this rest for your soul.  
Further, be assured that God is every bit as faithful to that 
promise in our day as He was when He spoke it through 
Jeremiah.  So as the Spirit leads, don’t hesitate for an  
instant to point the way to the ancient paths  for that is 
where the Lord is.   

 



Closing with Hebrews 
Tuesday, November 30:  
Read Hebrews 2:10-15 

As we return to reading through the Book of Hebrews, I 
want to remind you of the focus of this book, because I 
find it to be such a powerful personal reminder.  As you  
recall, this enclave of Jewish converts to Christianity had 
become wobbly in the faith.  Like the Exodus generation, 
who on more than one occasion thought about going back 
to Egypt, so too this group was thinking about returning to 
that which they had come from—Judaism.  Listen, this isn’t 
anything out of the ordinary, for we do the same thing.  
When circumstances make our lives difficult, we too can 
look for a way out, whether it is a return to Judaism or to 
the world—the grass too often starts to look greener  
elsewhere!   

This is where the Book of Hebrews steps to the fore and 
becomes a great encouragement.  For on these occasions 
when we are spiritually fumbling around, it is so helpful  

 



          
Closing with Hebrews 

Tuesday, November 30:  
Read Hebrews 2:10-15 (Continued) 

to be reminded of these great truths we have already 
learned:   

1. The Preeminence of Christ.  He is first and foremost and 
worthy of worship.   

2. He tasted death for each one of us, so that we wouldn’t 
have to!  Does the world taste death for you?  On the 
contrary, it serves death up on a platter and tempts you 
to taste.  Is it any wonder that we have been warned 
against allowing circumstances to cause us to drift away 
from, or neglect, so great a salvation?   

Today’s reading adds even more by way of truth that 
should sustain us in times when our confidence wanes.  
Let’s start with Verse 11:   

Both the One who makes men holy and those who 
are made holy are of the same family.  So Jesus is 
not ashamed  to call them brothers.   

If you and I can’t find encouragement in that, something is 
wrong.  For it is  
Jesus that makes us 
holy, and if holy—
then family.  And in 
turn Jesus calls us, 
Brothers!  Note  
carefully who accom-
plishes all of this!   It 
is a work of our Sav-
ior—for He is the One who makes men holy—and the rest 
follows.   Of course this raises quite a few questions, which 
we will begin to unravel tomorrow.   
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