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Foreword 
In the first two chapters of the 
Book of Hebrews, we beheld the 
details of our so-great salva-
tion—and were warned about 
drifting away!  In these next 
chapters we are going to see 
that there are really only two  
options for the child of God: to 
listen to His Voice and enter His 
rest, or to turn away in unbelief.  
The former results in entry to a 
place of great blessing, while the latter means one dies in 
a spiritual wilderness.   

Might the simplicity of this choice always be clear in our 
thinking.  

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 
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Today If You 
Hear HIS Voice... 

The first two chapters of Hebrews take us back to our sal-
vation.  They do so by emphasizing both the eternal deity 
of Jesus Christ, as well as His humanity.  Jesus’ humanity 
was a necessary part of the Father’s plan, so that Christ 
could: taste death for everyone, be the firstborn among 
many brothers, and destroy him who held the power of 
death over mankind—the devil.  It was no wonder that we 
were warned to be on guard lest we drift away from so-
great a salvation.  There is nowhere else to turn!  Jesus is 
head and shoulders better than any other option.   

As we move ahead, we are 
going to turn to the Old Tes-
tament for illustration pur-
poses.  That would be a nat-
ural place to turn in order to 
prove a point for the book’s 
audience, consisting of a  
group of wobbly Hebrew 
Christians, as they would 
have been quite familiar with the Old Testament.  Let’s 
start with a passage from the Old Testament quoted in 
Hebrews 3:7-11. 

Hebrews 3:7-11 
Therefore as the Holy Spirit says. This phrase that in-
troduces our text is an important reminder that whether 
the Book of Hebrews or Psalm 95 is the source of this 
quote: all Scripture is God-breathed (II Timothy 3:16) and 
the result of men of the past writing as they were led by 
the Holy Spirit (II Peter 1:21). 
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• The blessed situation of Jacob’s family has, in time, 
turned sour.  The life of Abraham’s descendants, not 
yet a nation, is bitter as they become slave labor for 
the whims of Egypt’s Pharaoh.  But God raises up  
Moses and sends him to the Jews with a message of 
deliverance.  The Jews believe in God’s love for them 
and His promise of deliverance.  

Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of 
the Israelites, and Aaron told them everything the 
Lord had said to Moses.  He also performed the 
signs before the people, and they believed.  And 
when they heard that the Lord was concerned 
about them and had seen their misery, they bowed 
down and worshiped.             Exodus 4:29-31 

• But the Israelites struggled to persist in belief in the 
face of secular power.  They despaired when required 
to make bricks without straw.  They were encouraged 
by the power of their God’s ten plagues, but shortly 
after leaving Egypt, they were threatened by Pharaoh’s 
might and their lack of faith again revealed itself.   

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, 
and there were the Egyptians, marching after them.  
They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.  They 
said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to 
die? . . .It would have been better for us to serve 
the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”              
               Exodus 14:10-12 

How painful it must have been to the heart of Almighty 
God to hear His chosen people, those He redeemed 
out of the slavery of Egypt, express their desire to 
serve the world rather than to trust in Him.   

• As Moses leads the Israelites toward the Promised 
Land, they seem to be on a roller coaster ride of belief 
and unbelief—depending upon circumstances! 
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On one hand, following their deliverance through the 
Red Sea on dry ground, they rejoiced:   

I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted.  The 
horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.  The 
Lord is my strength and my song; He has become 
my salvation.  He is my God and I will praise Him, 
my Father’s God and I will exalt Him.  Exodus 15:1-2 

On the other hand, when they face times with no food, 
no water, and giants in the Land, their response is the 
following:  

So the people grumbled against Moses. . .   
                   Exodus 15:24  

“. . .Why is the Lord bringing us to this Land only to 
let us fall by the sword?” . . .And they said to each  
other, “We should choose a leader and go back to 
Egypt.”               Numbers 14:3-4 

• After a lengthy display of His faithfulness to the Exodus 
generation, their unbelief on the borders of the Prom-
ised Land is labeled by God as rebellion and contempt. 
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We will first explore what this text from Hebrews 3:7-11, 
as quoted from Psalm 95, is saying and then provide  
application to our own lives. 

“Today, if you will hear His voice,  
Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,  

In the day of trial in the wilderness,  
Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me,  

And saw My works forty years.   
Therefore I was angry with that generation,  

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, 
And they have not known My ways,’ 

So I swore in My wrath.  
‘They shall not enter My rest.’”  

As we attempt to interpret this scripture, let me draw your 
attention to an important aspect of rightly interpreting the 
Word of God—context.  We need to examine context very 
carefully for the simple reason that the Old Testament il-
lustration alluded to above is going to be a thread that 
runs through parts of the next four chapters of the Book 
of Hebrews.  Correctly grasping the context is going to be 
essential for rightly interpreting these chapters, it is also 
going to be very important for making proper application 
during this, the church age. 

The Exodus Generation 

The writer of Hebrews, by quoting from Psalm 95 for pur-
poses of illustration, is drawing our attention to the  
Exodus generation.  By the term Exodus generation, I 
mean those who came out of Egypt under the leadership 
of Moses, very likely a people numbering over two million.  
These are the descendants of Jacob’s family who went to 
Egypt consisting of approximately 70 men, and now 430 
years later are very numerous—just as God promised.  

 



 

5 

This group became a nation as the result of being re-
deemed out of Egypt by the hand of God:  

“I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 
the yoke of the Egyptians.  . . .I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 
judgment.”                   Exodus 6:6-7 

We can be certain it is the Exodus generation in view in 
Hebrews 3 because of the following: 

• The reference to 40 years 

• The reference to the Meribah (rebellion) and Massah 
(trial) of Exodus 17 and Numbers 20    

In other words, the language of Psalm 95 clearly connects 
with the history of the Exodus generation.   

The Exodus Generation History 
Let’s review the physical and spiritual struggle of these 
people who became the Exodus generation.  They didn’t 
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trust God and it has terrible consequences!  

The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat Me with contempt?  How Long will they refuse 
to believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs 
I have performed among them?” . . . “I have forgiv-
en them as you asked.  Nevertheless, as surely as I 
live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the 
whole earth, not one of the men who saw My glory 
and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and 
in the desert but who disobeyed Me and tested Me 
ten times—not one of them will ever see the land I 
promised on oath to their forefathers.  No one who 
has treated Me with contempt will ever see it.”  
                 Numbers 14:11, 20-23 

The Example in Hebrews 

This is the group the writer of Hebrews is using in order to 
exhort his audience of Hebrew Christians, as well as us, in 
Hebrews chapters three through six.  Here is something  
essential to take from the context associated with the  
Exodus generation: God is warning us, as believers in  
Jesus Christ, by using an Old Testament example of peo-
ple who were also saved.  You see the Exodus generation 
had clearly believed.  They are saved individuals with an 
eternal home in heaven!  Yet their unbelief, in time, had 
terrible consequences—and it is these consequences that 
the writer of Hebrews wants both us and his direct audi-
ence to avoid.  For this is the lesson: You can be saved, 
but still spend your life in a spiritual wilderness.  Don’t go 
there!    

Because the behavior of the Exodus generation is not 
what we would like to see from believers, there are many 
who will say they were not saved.  They do so in order to 
protect their preferred theology.  However, this theological 
error nullifies the Word of God, and takes away a warning 
that is very much directed at Christians today.   
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Let me prove it to you: 

• Exodus 4:29-31 tells us the people’s response to the 
promise of God’s deliverance was belief and worship.   

• The Exodus generation came out of Egypt under the 
blood of the Passover lamb, and having received re-
demption by means of the  
outstretched arm of God. 
(Exodus 6:6) 

• Following their deliverance 
through the Red Sea, this is 
what the Scriptures have to say 
about the people:  

So the Lord saved Israel that 
day. . .so the people feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord. . .   
              Exodus 14:30-31  

It should be noted that these verses make use of the 
same Hebrew construction as Genesis 15:6 when it 
says, “Abraham believed the Lord. . .”.   

• At times, the people clearly praise their God: 

Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?  Majestic 
in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonder?. . . 
In your unfailing love you will lead the people you 
have redeemed.            Exodus 15:11-13 

• When we turn to the pages of the New Testament, the 
conclusion that the Exodus generation were saved is 
confirmed beyond any doubt:  

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, 
brothers, that our forefathers were all under the 
cloud and that they all passed through the sea.  
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual food and 
drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from 
the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that 
rock was Christ.                I Corinthians 10:1-4  
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• Eating and drinking are synonyms for faith—the  
Exodus generation believed in Christ.  They believed 
the revelation they had of Him, including that of the 
Passover Lamb.  What should be noted about the 
above passage is that it goes on to say: 

Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them;. . . their bodies were scattered over the de-
sert. . . these things occurred as examples to keep 
us from setting our hearts on evil things. . . 
                 I Corinthians 10:5-7  

The Exodus generation is an illustration of what happens 
to believers as a warning to believers! 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as 
on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, 
they were drowned.               Hebrews 11:29   

A simple question here: Do you put unbelievers into the 
great eleventh chapter of Hebrews—often referred to as 
the Hall of Faith—as examples of those who had faith? Of 
course not!  The chapter lists only believers, and that list 
includes the Exodus generation.   

Your theology may want you to label those who left Egypt 
as unbelievers because of their consistent pattern of  
unbelief when facing trials.  If you do so, however, you 
have made two drastic errors: 

1. You have allowed your theology to carry more authori-
ty than the Word of God.   

2. You have thwarted the Word of God in its effort to 
warn believers of the consequences for unbelief.  God 
is using the example of a group of believers who failed 
in order to warn us of the same kind of failure!  We 
need to hear the message loud and clear:   

Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts. . .                     Hebrews 3:15 
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If this is the history of the spiritual struggle of the Exodus 
generation, here is a brief history of the spiritual struggle 
of every saved person:   

• We struggle to believe in God’s love and the fullness of 
His salvation. 

• We struggle to believe in the face of secular threats 
and power. 

• We struggle to believe in the face of difficult circum-
stances.   

In short, not only was this the challenge the Exodus gen-
eration faced and failed to meet, it is exactly the same 
struggle faced by the believers to whom the book of  
Hebrews was written.  Further, it is every bit as much the 
challenge faced by you and me!  A life of dependent belief 
in our great God is our call; and persistent unbelief, as a 
believer, is labeled by God as contempt for Him and has 
terrible, terrible consequences.   
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Illustration and Audience 
In order for us to really understand what the Book of  
Hebrews is teaching, we have to come to a correct under-
standing with respect to illustration and audience! 

Let me point out an error in theology that is quite com-
monly taught: Because the Exodus generation was  
denied entry into the promised land, there are many who 
insist that they were unbelievers.  Naturally, since the  
audience of Hebrews is struggling with faith—those strug-
gling are taken as unbelievers as well.  This interpretation 
results in the claim that this section of Hebrews is using an 
illustration involving the lost to an audience who is lost—
encouraging them to get saved.   

That theological approach would mean that these chapters 
we have been studying have nothing to say directly to you 
and me as believers.  Frankly, this is a terrible interpreta-
tion.  It is the result of honoring one’s own personal theo-
logical system above the Word of God.   
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The Scriptures have made it as plain as it is possible to 
make it that the Exodus Generation was saved.   Further-
more, look at Hebrews 3:1 again:   

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly 
calling. . .  

Who are holy brothers?  They are fellow believers!  Who 
share in a heavenly calling?  Only other believers can 
share in this calling.  What we have is an illustration in-
volving believers (the Exodus generation) written to an 
audience of believers (the Hebrew Christians).  This 
means that this discussion in the Book of Hebrews applies 
to us as believers as well.   

The Book of Hebrews is not about how a lost person gets 
saved.  It is written to a group of saved people in an effort 
to keep them from making the same disastrous mistakes 
made by believers in the past.   

If I am saved, and these admonitions are written to the 
lost, then I can dismiss them.  But I want each of us to be 
very clear on this—no saved person dares to dismiss the 
call: Today, if you will hear His voice:  Do not harden your 
hearts. . .          

If we do, we should understand discipline from God will be 
coming our way as well!   So let’s look at Hebrews 3:7-11 
once more, and then make some application:  

“Today, if you will hear His voice,  
Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,  

In the day of trial in the wilderness,  
Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me,  

And saw My works forty years.   
Therefore I was angry with that generation,  

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, 
And they have not known My ways,’ 

So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’”  
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 Interpretation and Application  
Because this admonition in Hebrews 3 has been preserved 
in Scripture, it comes right past the author’s audience of 
wobbly Hebrew Christians and becomes directly applicable 
to us in these ways: 

• Each and every day.  Although a person is saved 
from hell to heaven at the very moment he or she 
places faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ, the 
Christian Life is the sum of the days the Lord gives us 
on this earth, as a saved individual.  They are all to be 
lived listening to His voice!   

• If you hear the voice of God speaking to you.  
God speaks to you through His Word and the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit in re-
vealing the truth of the 
Word.   

• Do not harden your 
heart to it.  When you 
come to understand the 
truth, and it convicts your 
soul, hardening your 
heart is to say, “No” to it.  
Hardening your heart is to 
try to suppress the truth 
of what God’s Word is 
saying.  We do this  
because of the reluctance 
of self to obey, the opposition of this world in which we 
live, and because of unbelief. 

• The consequences are just not worth it!  The  
Israelites wandered in the wilderness physically speak-
ing, and never entered the land of promise. The  
Christian who fails to grow and respond to God’s Word  
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in his or her life will live in a spiritual wilderness and 
never enter into the abundant life which the Lord Jesus 
came to provide.  We are not talking about one’s salva-
tion from hell to heaven, we are talking about the qual-
ity of life one lives as a Christian.  There is so much at 
stake. 

The Application in Our Lives.  Let’s consider our passage 
more deeply, and to do so from the standpoint of applica-
tion in our lives and in the lives of those to whom we have 
been called to minister:  

• If you hear His voice.  There are those who hear the 
Word taught and are positive to it; those who hear and 
are unsure about it; and those who hear and are apa-
thetic towards it.  As a teacher of God’s Word, I love 
them all and have hopes for all three groups!  Why?  
Because they are hearing the Word of God, which I 
know is alive and powerful.  Even for those who are 
apathetic—if they are still hearing it—then the Spirit of 
God can turn things around in their lives.   

The ones who bring sorrow to my heart are those who 
have cut themselves off from the Word of God and are 
not hearing it at all.  There is nothing that can be done 
in terms of spiritual recovery in their lives until, in re-
pentance, they come back to the Lord and once again 
hear His Voice on a regular basis.   

• It is His voice we are to hear!  The Exodus genera-
tion had Moses to speak the Word of God, and we 
have something even more precious—the Word of God 
and the Spirit of God.  

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all truth. . .  He will bring glory to Me 
by taking from what is mine and making it known 
to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine.”  
                     John 16:13-15   
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The Word of God is said to be the mind of Christ.  
(I Corinthians 2:16)  Thus, we can be sure that it in-
cludes all that the Father would have us to know.  It is 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit to take that which  
belongs to Christ and reveal it to us.  What a privilege 
to intimately know the Son and what a blessing to 
have such a teacher.  What neglect of spiritual bless-
ings on our part if we do not avail ourselves of that 
which God has in grace provided.   

• Do not harden your hearts to the Word of God 
and the voice of the Spirit.  By harden I mean put-
ting up barriers, resisting, or ignoring the Word.  To do 
so is going to both grieve and quench the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives.  It is also going to cause us 
to become insensitive to spiritual things.    

You can see the shocking nature of this error in the life 
of David.  For the Scriptures declare that David was a 
man “after God’s own heart” (I Samuel 13:14).  His 
spiritual sensitivity is evident for all to see in the many 
psalms of worship he authored under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit.   

How can we explain his total lack of spiritual sensitivity to 
the message from Nathan the prophet in II Samuel 12?   
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The answer is very straightforward: David’s sin of adul-
tery with Bathsheba was followed by a number of other 
sins including murder; his actions were in direct viola-
tion to the Word of God he knew so well.  His persis-
tence in sin over the course of the year caused him to 
lose sensitivity to both the word of the prophet and the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit!  If this was the cost in Da-
vid’s life, we should be very careful not to harden our 
hearts to the Word of God or the voice of the Spirit.  
The message is completely clear and has been repeat-
ed so many times: Avoid the spiritual wilderness 
caused by sin, unbelief, and subsequent hardening of 
the heart!  In contrast, the voice of the Lord is so very 
sweet!   

• As in the rebellion!  It is important for us to realize 
that God doesn’t consider unbelief on our part to be 
one of two equal options—He calls it rebellion!  For a 
failure to either trust Him, or to obey that which He 
has clearly revealed to us in His Word, is to rebel pure 
and simple.  How much sense does it make to  
rebel against the One who created us, procured our 
salvation, and is trustworthy above all else?  The  
answer is obvious—it makes no sense whatsoever! 

The Stakes in Our Lives.  The stakes for us is entering 
God’s place of rest!  For the Exodus generation the stakes 
were the Promised Land, and for each one of us it is the 
place of rest  that we are going to learn so much about in 
the fourth chapter of Hebrews.  There are many who want 
to equate the Promised Land with heaven.  It is no such 
thing, as the fact that Moses was excluded for his sinful 
lapse makes clear.  On the contrary, the Promised Land 
was to be the place of blessing for God’s chosen people—a 
land flowing with milk and honey—those are physical 
blessings!  In a similar manner, God has prepared a place 
of rest for believers during this the time of the Church.   
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This place of rest is the abundant life 
over time.  Speaking of the spiritual 
quality of one’s life, it is a place we 
can abide every moment of every day 
no matter the external circumstances.  
Upon the authority of God’s Word, I 
can assure you the potential to enter 
God’s rest still stands (Hebrews 4:6), 
and we shall shortly learn the means 
of entering it.  In the meantime, we 
know what not to do—harden our 
hearts to the voice of God and, in do-
ing so, become a rebel forfeiting the 
blessing He is so desirous to give!   

From the Positive Side.  Let’s flip this around and look 
at it from the positive side: How do we hear the voice of 
the Lord?  We do it by studying His Word, sitting under 
the faithful preaching of the Word, and through the teach-
ing ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Please note that this isn’t 
something that just happens, but something we have to 
make a choice to pursue!  We must choose to spend daily 
time with the Lord and in His Word.  We have to choose to 
not forsake the assembling together (Hebrews 10:25) for 
the teaching of the Word, and we have to choose to keep 
short accounts when it comes to sin so that we do not in-
hibit the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives.  Let’s recast the 
negative statement of Hebrews 3:7-8 as a positive:  

Pursue His voice in every way possible.  Soften your 
heart to it.  Make it a priority each day.  Do those 
things that make you receptive to His voice—things 
like examining your life to make sure there is no  
unconfessed sin so that you are in fellowship with 
God, and thereby receptive to the ministry of the  
Spirit.  Value the transformative nature of the Word of 
God, its inherent power in the life of the believer, and 
its uniqueness as a source of unchanging truth.  
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This concept of hearing God’s voice is absolutely not 
something we can try and relegate to something we do 
just in church!  On the contrary, it is to be the very fabric 
of our daily lives as we face a wide variety of trials.   
Consider the Exodus Generation: they faced no water  
situations, no food situations, and armed marauders—this 
was the nitty-gritty of their daily lives.  

We are going to face our own version of the very same 
things.  So, when the trials come, as they will, what are 
we to do?  Rather than turn from His voice, we are to turn 
to it!  We are to trust His nature, and seek His provision.  
When we do so, we should expect our own spiritual  
version of what the Israelites received: sweet water in the 
desert, daily manna, military victory, and, eventually, 
houses, olives groves, and grape vines they didn’t plant.  

What does it take to receive these things?  It takes turning 
to Him and trusting Him when His blessing is yet unseen 
and does not seem probable.   

At this point, we have a good understanding of the issues 
associated with what it means to Hear the Voice of the 
Lord.  This understanding has prepared us to go back to 
the very beginning of Hebrews Chapter 3 and look at a 
contrast between Jesus and Moses.  I trust we are not  
going to be the least bit surprised to discover that Jesus is 
better! 

Hebrews 3:1-6 

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest whom we confess.                  Hebrew 3:1 

The word therefore takes us back to all that we have 
learned of Jesus—His deity, humanity, and death as our sin-
substitute in order to satisfy the justice of God the Father.  
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Interpretation 
Let’s look more closely at what Verse 1 is telling us. 

Holy Brothers.  Let me ask you, would the phrase holy 
brothers be a reference to those who have been saved by 
faith in Christ or to the lost?  Easy question, as the Bible 
never refers to the lost as holy!  I point this out because 
although the audience for the Book of Hebrews is so clear-
ly Hebrew Christians struggling to persevere in the faith, 
there are many who will try to make it about unbelievers.  
The reason for this is that their theology doesn’t allow for 
failure with respect to the Christian Life.   

The author of Hebrews is going to use the failure of past 
believers in an effort to prevent failure in both the present 
and future believers—including us. Keep following the con-
text.  In the same way that Chapter 2 clearly had the be-
liever in view, we see that very thread continuing in Chap-
ter 3—no change of audience.   

• In case holy brothers didn’t convince you, most cer-
tainly those who “share in the heavenly calling” can 
only refer to saved individuals.   

• With Verse 1 referencing the believer and, after having 
previously established that Verses 7-8 refer to the be-
liever, this section is now bookended with references 
to the church, and all that falls in between naturally 
applies to us as well.  

Fix Your Thoughts on Jesus.  Bring Him front and cen-
ter in your thinking.  Occupy your mind with Him.  The  
following verses give us one of many reasons: 

He was faithful to the One who appointed Him, just 
as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. . .Moses was 
faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to 
what would be said in the future.  But Christ is faith-
ful as a Son over God’s house.      Hebrews 3:2, 5-6 
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First, we note that Jesus was faithful to the Father—
something documented in John 17:4:  

“I have brought You glory on earth by completing 
the work You gave Me to do.”       John 17:4  

A few verses later, Moses is introduced.  Remember, the 
original audience was Jewish and they greatly revered Mo-
ses.  In fact, the Jewish audience of Hebrews would have 
been familiar with all the Old Testament greats: Abraham, 
Samuel, David, to name a few.  That brings us to this 
great contrast, no matter who your favorite in the house-
hold of faith might be, Jesus is a Son over God’s house-
hold.  There is no comparison—Jesus is better! 

We still have the last part of Verse 6 to cover, but before 
we do let’s make some application.   

Application from Hebrews 3:1-6 
The group of wobbly in the faith Hebrew Christians to 
whom the Book of Hebrews is directed was thinking about 
going back to the Mosaic Law—that which was received 
from God through Moses.  Here is the argument against 
that move: Jesus is better than Moses!  Why would you 
turn back to that which is the lesser?  
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Our response to this is very likely of course!  But we do 
the same thing whenever we turn to some kind of reli-
gious system, religious experience, or the lures of this 
world.  Eternal life is defined as knowing the Father 
through the Son. (John 17:3)  Why would we turn to any-
thing else when Jesus is better than all other options? 

The Subject is Faithfulness.  There is another, more 
advanced lesson to be found in these introductory verses.  
Not only is Jesus better as a Son over God’s household,  
He is also our example when we face the challenges of 
this life.  For what is the one constant between the Exodus 
generation, this audience of Hebrew Christians, and us?  
Trials are sure to come!  How did Jesus face them?   

He was faithful to the One who appointed Him. . . 
                      Hebrews 3:2   

Jesus was faithful when tempted!  He was faithful when 
He was hounded at every step by the religious leadership!   
He was faithful when He was rejected by His chosen  
people!  He was faithful when He was sentenced to a 
criminal’s death and crucified!  The answer is always the 
same—Jesus was always found faithful to the plans and 
purposes of God!  So then, what should we do to follow 
His example?  We have already studied the answer: Soften  
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our hearts and listen to the voice of God that we too 
would be found faithful.  To show you that we are correct-
ly understanding the text, the above is a perfect set-up for 
what is to come in just a few chapters:  

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him  
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrew 12:1-2 

Do you see it?  Jesus is the author and finisher of our 
faith—our example!  We are called to fix our eyes upon 
Him as we joyfully face the trials that God brings into our 
lives!  How can we joyfully face trials?  Because of the 
eternal reward that is reserved in heaven for those who 
hear the voice of the Lord and follow Jesus’ example of 
faithfulness! 

Is the Subject Faithfulness or Salvation?  So what do 
we have in Hebrews Chapter 3 thus far?  We have perfect-
ly developed examples of what it looks like to walk by faith 
from the positive side and from the negative.  Jesus is our 
positive example and the Exodus generation is the nega-
tive example.  This is going to continue right on into  
Chapter 4.  The challenge for us is to follow the example 
of Jesus, and not of those whose bodies fell in the desert  
under discipline.   

Of course, the above only fits if Jesus is an example of 
faithfulness and not of coming to salvation.  If the ques-
tions were salvation, the Scriptures would not be challeng-
ing us to trust God as trials come.  They would, instead, 
be calling us to be saved.  You should find even the sug-
gestion of Jesus being an example of coming to salvation 
to be odd indeed!  For, of course, the issue of salvation  
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doesn’t apply to Jesus.  Why do I even mention it?   Be-
cause, despite the clear context of the book of Hebrews 
including Hebrews 3, there are those who, every time they 
see a description in the text that is unflattering to believ-
ers, they immediately revert to the subject of salvation.  In 
their theology, they reject the idea of failure on the part of 
believers.   

Two Views of Hebrews 3:6 
We are going to see one such example of this attitude 
while studying the last part of Hebrews 3:6, and I want 
you to be prepared to recognize their error ahead of time. 

But Christ is faithful as a Son over God’s house.  And 
we are His house, if we hold on to our courage and 
the hope of which we boast.   

Despite the clear message of persevering in the faith 
throughout the context, many claim the text is teaching 
that you are not saved if you do not persevere.  No, the 
text is saying that you are not faithful if you do not perse-
vere.  You are not following the example of your Captain, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, if you do not persevere.  This is an 
entirely different matter than coming to the point of plac-
ing one’s faith in Christ.  I draw your attention to this 
common interpretation now, because there are a number 
of even more challenging passages to come.  If we don’t 
pay close attention to the context, we can be misled.   

The call to be the household of God is not a call to salva-
tion, nor is it a test of salvation!  Rather, the call is an ad-
monition—to holy brothers, to those who share in the 
heavenly calling, to those who are to fix their eyes upon 
Jesus—to exercise faith in the day of trial.  That exercise 
of faith is following the example of the great Captain of 
our faith—the Lord Jesus Christ.  The common, but erro-
neous, interpretation of this passage as a test of salvation 
is to muddle the process of justification and sanctification.   
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First, there is a great deal of difference in becoming a 
child of God through faith and being a disciple of Christ 
through persevering in that faith.  To claim that one guar-
antees the other is immediately falsified by our text—for it 
was certainly not true of the great majority of the Exodus 
generation.   

Second, understanding the difference between our justi-
fied standing before God and the call to progressive sanc-
tification is a very important part of rightly dividing the 
Word of God, so let’s explore it a bit further.  For simplifi-
cation’s sake, let’s consider two views of the Christian Life:  

View #1.  As the diagram below illustrates, in View 1  
Justification and Sanctification are a package deal.  Both 
receipt of eternal life and being a full-blown disciple are 
inseparable.  This position teaches that salvation is the  
result of faith in Christ and a long list of other responses 
on the part of the lost.  In this system, you can’t know if 
you are saved until you die because you can’t actually 
know if you have persevered in all of these things until 
your life comes to an end.   
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Who believes and teaches this view?  Some very influential 
people who are also widely published.  In speaking of sal-
vation, one such individual says:  

Jesus is Lord of all, and the faith He demands involves 
unconditional surrender.               Dr. John MacArthur 

Another presents this view of the gift of salvation: 

In our own presentation of Christ’s Gospel, therefore, 
we need to lay a similar stress on the cost of following 
Christ, and make sinners face it soberly before we 
urge them to respond to the message of free for-
giveness.  In common honesty, we must not conceal 
the fact that free forgiveness in one sense will cost 
everything.          J. I. Packer 

I hope you are realizing that the above view does not 
sound anything like a gift.  In fact, it would seem to be 
something in which a person could boast.  Yet the Scrip-
tures declare quite the opposite: 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast.   
                 Ephesians 2:8-9  

View #2.  Given that this first view is contradictory to the 
truth of Scripture, let’s consider a second view:  

Justification and Sanctification are two distinctly  
different aspects of our so-great salvation.  To receive 
eternal life, and to become a disciple that will be com-
mended by the Lord, are most certainly not one and 
the same! 

Before defending this second view from the Scriptures, let 
me draw your attention to the diagram on the next page 
that depicts The 3 “Phases” of Salvation—that is three dif-
ferent aspects of our so-great salvation.  When we place 
our faith in the person and work of Christ, a number of  
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very important things happen: We change our eternal des-
tiny from one in hell to one in heaven, we receive eternal 
life and we receive the very righteousness of Christ by 
which we are declared justified.  But that is not the end of 
the Christian Life, it is just the beginning!  From that point 
forward, we are to grow spiritually and walk by faith.  As 
we do so, we will become progressively conformed to the 
image and likeness of Christ and become a useful instru-
ment in the Lord’s hands.  As that occurs in your life and 
mine, we are engaged in the process of sanctification.  
This is what View #2 is trying to communicate.  Stated in 
terms of rejecting the first view: No lost person has ever 
been justified before God and experientially sanctified in 
His sight at the point of becoming a believer in Jesus 
Christ.   

Rightly Interpreting Hebrews 3:6 
Justification: To illustrate the validity of View #2, let’s 
let the Bible speak regarding justification: 

But now the righteousness of God. . .even the right-
eousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, too 
all and on all who believe.              Romans 3:22 
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To have the righteousness of God imputed to you is to be 
justified before Him.  How does that occur?  It occurs only 
through faith in Jesus Christ. . . to all and on all who  
believe.  Is this justified status dependent upon commit-
ment, surrender, or even obedience?  It is not according 
to our text!  Romans Chapter 4 uses Abraham as a role 
model for justification.  What did he discover?  

Abraham believed God and it was credited to him 
for righteousness. . .But to him who does not work 
but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is accredited for righteousness. . .  Romans 4:3-5 

The faith of Abraham was the source of his righteousness.  
The same applies to everyone who has faith in Christ, 
their faith leads to imputed righteousness and subsequent 
justification before God.  So then, here is our confidence:   

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
                         Romans 5:1   

Our peace with God is based upon the very righteousness 
of Christ that has come to us by faith.  There is no unas-
sailable obstacle of unconditional surrender or a perfect 
lifetime of perseverance.  There is simply faith in the per-
son and work of Christ as the means to change our eternal 
standing and to receive the righteousness of Christ.   



 

27 

I am compelled to speak against the error that this gift of 
grace costs us everything, for that error gets our eyes on 
self and off of our Savior.  That is anathema!  For it didn’t 
cost us anything, but IT COST HIM EVERYTHING.  The 
emphasis belongs on Christ.  Furthermore, the blessing 
that is available to lost mankind, because of what He paid 
on our behalf, is the good news of the Gospel.  It is this 
Gospel alone that has the power to save.   

Sanctification.  Now, what does the Bible say about 
sanctification? 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the  
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. . .this is the will of 
God, your sanctification.      I Thessalonians 1:1, 4:3 

As is the case with all of the epistles, they are written to 
the church—to believers.  And, what is the will of God for 
believers?  He tells us in the most succinct way possible:  
your sanctification.  The Greek word translated sanctifica-
tion means to set apart for special purpose.  The very 
same word is also the basis for the English word holy.  Our 
past study of sanctification has led us to define it this way: 

Sanctification is the process of being progressively set 
apart unto God in terms of purity, priority and exclusivity 
—saints by virtue of both our position and experience.   

Realizing that the words for sanctification and holiness are 
related, the following passage in I Peter establishes the 
degree to which we are to be set apart—we are to be holy 
as God is holy.  Is there any room for excusing a sloppy 
Christian Life?  None whatsoever.  It happens, but there is 
no excusing it from a Scriptural perspective!   

To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father. . .as He who 
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your  
conduct. . .              I Peter 1:1-2, 15 
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Some passages include both justification and sanctification 
in the same verse:   

To the Jews who had believed Him, Jesus said,  
“If you hold to My teaching, you are really My  
disciples.”             John 8:31 

Jesus most definitely did not consider justification and 
sanctification to be one and the same, nor did He consider 
sanctification to be automatic.  When speaking to those 
who had believed, those who were now justified before 
Him, He clearly directed them toward a key aspect of 
sanctification—holding fast to His teaching.  Disciples of 
Jesus are those engaged in the process of sanctification.  

You can be justified before God, but not yet dedicated to 
set your life apart unto Him.  The Book of Hebrews is call-
ing us to engage and understand God’s will for us—as are 
all of the New Testament epistles! 

Difference Between Justification and Sanctification.  
It might help to contrast the difference between what is 
involved in becoming a believer in Jesus Christ, and grow-
ing as one.  You can see a side-by-side comparison below: 

We must strive to form our theology from the clear record 
of God’s Word, rather than the mind of man.  The Bible 
shows one condition for justification—faith in Jesus Christ!   

Becoming a Believer 
By faith alone 
Justification 

An instantaneous event 
New birth 

Christ’s work for me 
Christ died for me 

Receive Eternal Life 
Inclusive Invitation 

Growing as a Believer 
Perseverance in faith 

Sanctification 
Lifetime process 

Progressive growth 
Christ’s work in me 

I die for Christ 
Receive Rewards 

Exclusive Invitation 
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There are many aspects of sanctification: hold to Jesus’ 
teaching, deny self, take up one’s cross, abide in Christ, 
love as Christ loved, be holy as God is holy.  Now let me 
ask you, do these require commitment?  Do these cost us 
something?  Do they require our surrender?  Of course 
they do!  But they are properly viewed as part of the 
Christian Life, and not as the means by which a lost per-
son becomes a Christian.  Do you see the distinction? 

To make sanctification a requirement for salvation is to 
put an impossible obstacle in front 
of a lost person, to completely nulli-
fy the grace of God in salvation, and 
to grossly misstate the Gospel mes-
sage.  This approach looks a lot 
more like a tool to manipulate peo-
ple and get them to toe an arbitrary 
line than it does a heart for provid-
ing what is necessary for a lost soul 
to become a new creation in Christ.  
The grace perspective is that having 
undergone a supernatural new 
birth, a saved individual now has 
the potential to live a supernatural 
quality of life!  That is why it is so 
important to rightly divide the Word of God with respect to 
these issues! 

When you preach a be holy and you will be saved mes-
sage, you are in essence preaching works.  You are plac-
ing the emphasis on self, and leaving the individual power-
less to succeed.  The Biblical alternative is quite different.  
It says under no circumstances does a lost person bring 
anything to the table in terms of their salvation other than 
faith in the finished and perfect work of Jesus Christ.      

It is essential to note that to reject sanctification (holiness) 
as a requirement for entry into the plan of God is in no  
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way to minimize its essential role in the plan of God for 
every saved person.  In fact, to correctly place it in the 
plan of God so that it can be divinely directed, supernatu-
rally enabled, and thereby God-honoring is the only way 
sanctification is ever going to happen in the eyes of Him to 
whom we will give an account.   

It is not, “I gave up everything to be saved (and I’m proud 
of it).”  It is Christ gave up everything and I have simply 
believed!  And now: 

The life I live in the body I live by faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and gave Himself for me.   
                  Galatians 2:20   

That kind of dependent faith-based life sounds a lot like 
what the author of Hebrews is trying to promote! 

The Rest of Verse 6.  This brings us to the final part of 
Hebrews 3:6: 

And we are His house, if we hold on to our courage 
and the hope of which we boast.   

This verse has the corporate and not the individual in 
mind, it is referring to His house.  Note how the writer of 
Hebrews uses this same word elsewhere:  

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah.”       Hebrews 8:8  

Clearly, the writer is using the word to refer to a collection 
of people.  Paul also uses this same term, and, when he 
does, it clearly refers to the church.   

If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of 
the truth.                    I Timothy 3:15 

So here is the message of this final verse—if we are not 
persevering in the faith, we are not where God wants us  
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to be.  On the other hand, as the Church, we are acting 
like the church God wants us to be if we collectively perse-
vere in the faith which began with placing our trust in the 
person and work of Christ.  The Book of Hebrews is pre-
paring us for the trials that are sure to come our way.  

From the negative standpoint, we have learned not to 
harden our hearts to the 
voice of the Lord as commu-
nicated through His Word 
and by His Spirit.  On the 
positive side, we are to fix 
our eyes firmly on Jesus, 
who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the 
cross and thereby was found 
faithful over the household 
of those who believe.  We 
put on display that we are 
God’s household when we 
trust Him through the many 
trials and tribulations that 
will come our way.   

Praise God that Jesus is better than any other option!  
Why would we ever look anywhere else? 

Hebrews 3:12-15 
Although we have looked at a lot of detail so far in the 
third chapter, the author of Hebrews has thus far framed a 
very simple argument in the first 11 verses.  We have the 
positive example of Jesus, who is faithful as a Son over all 
God’s household.   

"For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” John 6:38 
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The writer of the Book of  
Hebrews uses the negative  
example of the Exodus genera-
tion, for they hardened their 
hearts to His Word and re-
sponded in unbelief at every 
new challenge.  God named 
this for what it is—rebellion.  
Their sin of unbelief kept them 
from entering the place of 
blessing that God had prepared for them.   

Understanding Hebrews 3:12 
There could hardly be a more stark contrast than that  
between the faithfulness of Jesus and the unbelief of the 
Exodus generation.  What the writer of Hebrews wants us 
to do is to keep both clearly in mind, in particular the con-
sequences for faithfulness versus unbelief, because here 
comes the application: 

See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful  
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God.                    Hebrews 3:12 

Before we continue, let’s be sure that we understand what 
Hebrews 3:12 is saying: 

• See to it.  The word translated see to it here is usually 
translated to look and perceive.  It can also be used as 
a warning, which is the case here where the meaning 
is: take in the situation, and be on guard! 

• Brothers.  As we have previously established, the 
guidance to those who have believed continues.  The 
text is clearly transitioning from using historical exam-
ples of the past and bringing it right into the New  
Testament present!  All of this applies to you and me 
today as well as to those wobbly Hebrew Christians. 
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• Sinful unbelieving heart.  Unbelief is the root of the 
problem.  This is a heart, a reference to one aspect of 
the soul of man, that has made a choice to reject what 
God has to say.  To take the content of a promise—
and instead of responding in faith—turn away in rebel-
lion.  Just to clarify, the word translated sinful is not 
one of the usual words for sin; instead, it more gener-
ally carries the idea of that which is evil.  Although un-
belief is sin, I think it is better to understand that, from 
God’s perspective, a heart that rejects His Word, is 
evil! 

• Turns away from the living God.  This kind of un-
believing heart can only do one thing: turn away from 
the living God.  Now, as is so often in the Book of He-
brews, we face an interpretive challenge that will set 
the tone for the whole passage.   

Is it really possible that believers can have an evil 
heart of unbelief?  Many theological systems reject 
that, but as we have seen and will continue to see, the 
entire narrative is to a group of believers struggling to 
walk by faith.  It is so important to let the Word speak 
for itself, rather than to force a theological system up-
on it.  Here is a quote that should help, as we begin to 
deal with this thorny question:   

You may ask, “Could that be true of a believer?”  It 
certainly could.  It is very important to realize that 
God was angry with their sin.  What was their sin?  It 
was not murder. . .they didn’t believe God.  That was 
their great sin.             J. Vernon McGee  

In fact, isn’t the above precisely the situation in the 
previous verses?  The believing Exodus generation did 
not believe in God’s ability to provide when faced with 
the trials of this life.  That is why God said He was  
angry with that generation. (Hebrew 3:10) 
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Considering an Evil Heart of Unbelief 
Let’s pause and consider further this concept of an evil 
heart of unbelief.  As the first point of application: When 
you are dealing with the God of heaven—the One who did 
the most in saving you—and you doubt, it is called evil.   
There is no wiggle room.  You can recover from this sin, 
but you cannot justify it as either acceptable or allowed 
behavior! 

As a second point of application: Departure from the living 
God isn’t first in the sequence—it is a result.  It is always 
preceded by unbelief.  I am sure you have heard the same 
thing I have many times: “I don’t know what happened to 
so and so, they have just wandered away from the faith.”  
In context, this is often in reference to a grandchild who 
went off to college.  This passage explains what hap-
pened—unbelief in the heart came first—then a turning 
away.  Perhaps they were not well grounded before they 
left.  Even if they were, there are many influential and evil 
voices on college campuses who seek to foment unbelief. 

By way of contrast, my one goal in writing this little book-
let, and every other booklet I write, is to stimulate belief in 
the Word of God and in doing so stimulate belief in the 
Living Word who stands behind the written word!   
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The world is not our friend, and we need to come to the 
Word as often as we can in order to continue to persevere 
in the faith as we are encouraged to do in Hebrews 3:13:   

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 
called Today, so that none of you may be hardened 
by sin’s deceitfulness.  

Understanding Hebrews 3:13 
Let’s take a minute to analyze just what this verse means: 

• But.  This is an adversative in Greek grammar, and it 
is telling us that what comes next is in contrast to, or 
opposition to, what came before.   

• Encourage one another.  The word translated en-
courage is the Greek word parakaleo, and it literally 
means to call alongside.  Its range of meanings in-
clude: to encourage, exhort, comfort, admonish, and 
instruct.  In John 14, the Holy Spirit is referred to as 
the parakletos because of His ministry of coming 
alongside to encourage, admonish, and comfort.  I 
mention these Greek words so that we would clearly 
understand that believers in Christ are to have the 
same ministry to one another so that the Holy Spirit 
has to us.  This in contrast to, and the antidote for, an 
evil heart of unbelief.  Notice how the context reinforc-
es our understanding of this being a message to saved 
individuals.  You would never tell the lost to encourage 
one another in order to get saved, but you most cer-
tainly would tell the saved to encourage one another in 
the faith that they might not wander into unbelief! 

• As long as it is called “Today.”  If you are drawing 
breath, then God still has a purpose for your life.  If 
you are standing in unbelief: Then you can confess 
your sin, return to fellowship, and once again begin to 
walk by faith—abiding in the Savior, redeeming the 
time, and encouraging one another.   
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• Hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  If there is one 
thing about sin you can count on, it is that temptation 
always lies to you!  It was true in the Garden:  

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the 
woman.                  Genesis 3:4 

It is equally true today as part of the Christian Life: 

You were taught . . .to put off your old self, which is 
being corrupted by its deceitful desires. . .   
               Ephesians 4:22   

Here is the thing to realize, when we listen to the lie and 
sin, we can do one of two things:   

1. Confess the sin which requires the acknowledgement 
before God that we chose to follow a lie. 

2. Continue to pursue the deception.   

Should we choose pursuit of deception, we will become 
stubborn, obstinate, and resistive to the truth—that is 
what it means to become hardened.  You have seen it 
happen: that once faithful individual gets tangled up in 
some sin, then, rather than confess that sin, he or she 
suffers the consequences.  Instead of returning to walk-
ing with the Lord, that individuals continues to pursue 
their sin wholeheartedly and, before you know it, the Holy 
Spirit has been quenched in their lives and they are living 
no differently than the lost.   

Are you following the flow of the argument?  Take as an 
example a believing husband sins by cheating on his wife.  
There are many who would say no real  Christian could 
do such a thing, it just proves he was never a  
believer to begin with.  Yet this passage makes very clear 
that a believer can be deceived by sin, can become hard-
ened, and it all starts with unbelief with respect to the 
voice of the Lord!  What the Word of God is so clearly  
doing is warning us against both unbelief and being  
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hardened in this way.  Part of the way to avoid this is to 
encourage one another daily with respect to the truth of 
God’s Word.  

Let me give you a point of application directly from the 
context of Hebrews 3:   

To say that those who wander from the faith aren’t 
true believers, is to rob true believers of the very 
warnings they need in order to not wander from the 
faith!   

How dare we try to superintend God’s message.  And how 
dangerous should we do so. 

Understanding Hebrews 3:14 

We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till 
the end the confidence we had at first.  Hebrews 3:14  

Again, let’s look at the elements in this verse: 

• Share.  This word means to be a partaker, or associ-
ate.  It would not be used of a child, but an adult son 
who is coming into the family business.  It would not 
refer to a lost person getting saved, but a saved per-
son maturing in his or her Christian walk.   

• Hold firmly.  This verb refers to holding onto some-
thing you have attained—once again having believers 
in mind.  
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• The confidence we had at first.  The confidence we 
had at first is a reference to our initial faith in Christ.  
We heard the Gospel, recognized it for the truth it is, 
and believed.  Then trials come—as they did for the 
Hebrew Christians to which this book is addressed.  
What are they to do?  They are to hold fast to their  
initial belief!  In other words, continue to walk by faith!  
In doing so, they will become associates with Christ by 
participating in the same faithful walk that He modeled 
for us as a faithful Son over God’s household of faith! 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.          Colossians 2:6 

Remembering Hebrews 3:15  
This takes the lesson we have already learned in Verse 15.  

As has just been said: “Today, if you hear His voice, 
do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebel-
lion.”             Hebrews 3:15    

I trust you have seen how we have just worked our way 
through a very powerful and sobering warning for all  
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Summarizing Hebrews 3:12-15 
There are two things I would like to do with these verses.  
First, I want to summarize our understanding, and second, 
in the next section, to provide a further discussion on 
faith.  First, our understanding of these verses: 

1. It is certainly accurate to say that unbelief is a major 
problem for the lost.   

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.          John 3:36   
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“. . .if you do not 
believe that I am 
the one I claim to 
be, you will indeed 
die in your sins.”  
           John 8:24 

You see, the human 
race doesn’t start 
out in a neutral con-
dition and then  
decide.  On the con-
trary, we start out 
mired in unbelief 
with a desperate 
need to change our minds (repent) regarding our lost 
status and turn in faith to the person and work of  
Jesus Christ.   

2. However, Hebrews 3:12 is speaking of unbelief on  
the part of the saved.  This tells us that unbelief is  
an issue for both the lost and the saved!  How many 
times did Jesus say to His saved disciples, You of little 
faith?  (Matthew 8:26)  Unbelief is sin, and always has 
negative consequences.  So it is not the least bit sur-
prising that the saved are told to stand, walk, and live 
by faith!   

The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
                 Galatians 2:20 

3. Unbelief starts in the heart.  The Bible calls this for 
what it is—evil, rebellion, contempt for God!  It is the 
root cause of much of our daily failure—thus the great 
need to encourage one another in the faith.  Unbelief 
causes an internal turning away from God.  The exter-
nal may not follow for some time, perhaps even years, 
but when it does, it may be startlingly dramatic.   
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4. Exhortation is needed on a daily basis.  The idea that 
a believer is guaranteed to walk by faith, or that it is 
automatic for one who has been truly saved, is com-
plete rubbish when held up to the light of Scripture.  
On the contrary, a walk of faith is completely depend-
ent upon taking the admonition we have just studied 
seriously, and doing those things that stimulate faith, 
among other things, studying the Word of God, fellow-
ship with other believers, and worship. 

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.            Romans 10:17 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one  
another—and all the more as you see the Day  
approaching.            Hebrews 10:25 

5. Sin is deceitful.  This is an unchanging axiom with  
respect to our spiritual lives.  It might be helpful to see 
temptation in a new light—for it is truly a deception.   

No temptation 
(deception) has seized 
you except what is 
common to man.   
  I Corinthians 10:13   

What is the antidote 
for a lie (deception)?  

“Sanctify them by 
the truth; Your Word 
is truth.”    John 17:17 

This is why we gather 
together, and this is 
why we get into the 
Word every time we 
do.  These actions are God’s antidote for the constant 
stream of deception that is coming our way from both 
the world without and the sinful nature within. 
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What do you suppose happens if the Word of God is 
not clearly proclaimed from the pulpit of the local 
church?  Deception will start to take over! 

6. Despite various theologies to the contrary, the Bible 
repeatedly paints a picture of saving faith in Christ 
needing to be followed by engaging in the challenge of 
an ongoing life of faith.  One does not guarantee the 
other!  On the negative side, we have already looked 
in detail at the Exodus generation, who, in spite of  
ample evidences of the capability of their God, and His 
long-standing promises to them, failed to consistently 
trust in Him in the face of difficult circumstances.  
Their failure angered God and led to the discipline of 
dying in the desert rather than in the land of prom-
ise—and this notwithstanding the clear testimony of 
Scriptures that they had believed in Christ as Savior.  
So, it should be no surprise to us that the Scriptures 
admonish the believer, in one letter to the Church  
after another, to pursue a life of faith!   

 Without faith it is impossible to please God. . .  
             Hebrews 11:6 

The righteous will live by faith.      Romans 1:17  

We live by faith, not by sight.        II Corinthians 5:7  

All of these passages are an admonishment to pursue 
faith in the context that it is one of two possibilities, 
and certainly not guaranteed.  It is entirely possible for 
the believer in Jesus Christ to not please God!  And 
what would cause that to happen?  Unbelief with re-
spect to the truths of God’s Word.   

7. Let me put the goal of being a sharer (partaker) in 
Christ into the context of things we have studied:   

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, so that He 
might be the firstborn of many brothers.  Romans 8:29  
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 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified.   
            I Thessalonians 4:3  

. . .clothe yourself with compassion, kindness,  
humility. . .over all these virtues put on love. . .  
             Colossians 3:12-14 

The three verses in Colossians document just a portion 
of the supernatural calling that is the Christian Way of 
Life:  progressive conformity to the likeness of Christ; 
the call to live a life that is set-apart unto the Lord in 
terms of purity, priority, and exclusivity; and the mani-
festation of the most virtuous of character.  All of 
these things require us to daily live by faith.  As we 
do, we grow into our calling to partake of the life of 
Christ.  For the believer who fails to do so, their eter-
nal destiny may be settled, but the watching world will 
see little of the life of Christ.  This great distinction can 
be summarized as follows, paraphrasing something 
once said by Watchman Nee:  

Just as there is a world of difference between an ordi-
nary person and a saved person, so too there is a 
world of difference between an ordinary Christian and 
one who is a partaker in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Pondering Our Call to Faith 
Now I said there were two things I wanted to accomplish 
from our text.  The first was the above summary, and the 
second is to show you something about faith:   

1. In God’s plan of salvation for mankind, the necessary 
response of man is faith.  You can see that clearly in 
the text below—and note that faith is the sum total of 
the response needed in order to be saved for eternity. 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved. . .”              Acts 16:30-31 
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2. Faith is a simple and easily understood concept.  Both 
the Greek verb (to believe) and the noun (to have 
faith) carry the simple concept of placing one’s trust in 
the truthfulness/reliability of a particular object—either 
some information or a person.  You can see the simplic-
ity in Jesus’ declaration:   

“I tell you the truth, any-
one who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never  
enter it.”       Luke 18:17 

Clearly, belief is something 
that can be done at the 
level of a child.  In other 
words, a child is develop-
mentally capable of trust, 
and that level of trust in 
the person and work of 
Jesus Christ is adequate to 
change the eternal destiny of a person from hell to 
heaven!  Praise God for His grace to lost mankind!   

3. Theological systems may complicate the concept of 
faith, but to do so is not true either Biblically or when 
considering the meaning of the word.  I point this out 
because there are many theologies out there that will 
tell you that belief includes sincerity, total commitment, 
and lifelong continuance.  But the words used in the 
Bible for faith and belief do not mean this, nor does the 
context in which they are used.  Quite simply, it is a 
theological error to force a desired outcome onto the 
text of Scripture, and we make our own system the ulti-
mate authority when we do so.  We don’t get to read 
our theological preferences into God’s text.  On the 
contrary, we are to develop our theology from the text 
of Scripture.    
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If the Philippian jailor mentioned above in Acts 16:30-
31 exercised child-like faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, at 
that point in time he would be eternally saved.  As the 
text makes clear—he did, and he was! 

4. This brings me to two questions:     

• Is faith simple or complex?  By this I mean, is it 
something within the capability of a child?  Or, is it 
something that is sophisticated requiring a certain 
degree of training and education, something only a 
mature adult could do?  

• Is faith easy or hard?  By this I mean, is faith 
something that just comes naturally to all of us,   
something that is automatic—like breathing?  Or, is 
it something that may take time, something for 
which certain obstacles must be overcome before 
we become convinced, something that requires  
fears to be overcome?   

I expect that you will readily come to the following  
answers to the above questions: Faith is simple.  We 
have already seen that Jesus said that faith is within 
the capability of a child.  If we complicate it further we 
don’t have Biblical faith any longer.  On the other 
hand, coming to the point of trust may be quite hard 
and take time.  It is certainly not something that we 
automatically do every time we are challenged to trust.   

Let me give you a simple example that may further rein-
force what I am saying, before we make spiritual applica-
tion.  I spent much of my time growing up in swimming 
pools, so this example readily comes to mind.  The child 
in the picture on the next page has begged to go off the 
diving board.  The parent gives the okay assuring the 
child he can do it.  The child has seen many other chil-
dren safely go off the diving board.  Is the faith necessary 
for him to jump—simple or complex?  It is quite simple 
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isn’t it?  A child can do it and no degree of sophistication 
is involved.  

Now for the second ques-
tion, is it easy or hard?  
Well, given the look on 
the face of the child in 
the graphic, it would 
seem to be quite a chal-
lenge.  He is going to 

have to overcome some fears.  

Can you picture what is going on in this second picture?  
Mom is down below saying, “Go ahead and jump.  You 
won’t get hurt, I’ll catch you!”   
Is the faith necessary to jump 
simple or complex?  Simple 
enough that the child did it.  Is it 
easy or hard?  It is still hard, but 
it would seem that the presence 
and reassuring words of Mom 
allowed the fears of the child to 
be overcome so that faith could 
be exercised.   

By the way, does faith include a 
lifetime commitment?  Of course 
not, because that is not what faith is.  This same child is 
going to have to exercise faith all over again when he 
eventually tries the high dive! 

By way of transition to spiritual matters, these pictures 
bring to mind Jesus saying:   

“Come to Me all you who are weary and heavy  
laden, and I will give you rest. . .”       Matthew 11:28   

Jesus is calling for the exercise of faith which is more than 
enough of an obstacle for us to overcome! 
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Now, as we bring all of this into the spiritual realm, I want 
to look at both how a lost person is eternally saved, and 
how a saved person is to live the Christian Life—both of 
which are depicted in this graphic.   

When the Bible describes a change in eternal destiny by 
these words, is the necessary belief simple or complex?  

 . . . that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.             John 3:16 

Each of us will either believe or reject, and we have al-
ready seen it must be received with the same kind of faith 
that is within the capability of a child.  That would make it 
simple.  But then, is it easy or hard to trust Christ for your 
eternity?  Given the fact that it takes a certain amount of 
time for most of us, and that despite its simplicity many 
still reject Christ, that would seem to make it quite hard.   

Speaking for myself, I had to overcome the fear that I 
was somehow being duped by the simplicity of the Gos-
pel.  I wanted there to be some kind of challenging works  
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involved.  It was hard for me to trust in Christ alone for 
my salvation and to stop trying to work for it.  For me it 
was simple, and yet hard! It took a number of months for 
me to respond to the conviction of the Holy Spirit before, 
in simple faith, I believed! 

Given our study in the Book of Hebrews, what we are re-
ally after is the Christian Life.  That would be Phase 2 in 
the diagram—the number of days that God gives us on 
this earth as saved individuals.   

Let’s work through the same two questions.  Is the act of 
trusting in the promises of God, as revealed in His Word, 
simple or complex?  Is it simple or complex to trust that 
we are new creations in Christ, are seated with Christ in 
the heavenlies, that He will never leave us nor forsake us, 
that we are indwelt by His Spirit?  When asked this way, 
the answer is actually pretty simple.  Once we know God’s 
promises, we either put our faith in them or we don’t! 

Is going through the Christian life walking by faith in the 
promises of God—every moment of every day—easy or 
hard?  Why aren’t we all like David, Elijah, and Paul?  I 
trust you will immediately grasp the answer, because 
trusting in the promises of God—moment by moment, in 
the face of the trials of this life—is HARD!   Why did Peter 
deny the Lord after boldly declaring his loyalty?  He de-
nied Jesus because he doubted that his Savior, who was 
under arrest, had the power to preserve his life.    

Why did Peter start to sink after miraculously walking on 
water?  Because the howling winds, the highs seas, and 
his fear caused him to doubt the ability of his Savior.   So 
too, the winds of circumstances and waves of discourage-
ment that are part of this life can cause the child of God 
to doubt.  Can trusting in self rather than faith in the Sav-
ior lead to bitter disappointment.  Of course, and it has 
nothing to do with whether or not a person is saved.  It 
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 has to do with the fact that walking by faith as a way of 
life is a great challenge for the child of God.   

We dare not dismiss the warnings in Hebrews as directed 
to the lost.  If we are going to walk by faith we need to:   

• Follow the example of Jesus. 

• Listen carefully to the voice of the Lord as contained in 
His Word and ministered by His Spirit. 

• Encourage one another in the most precious faith, as 
long as it is called Today.   

Why do we need to do all these things?  Because they are 
essential, so that none of us will be overtaken by the  
deceitfulness of sin!  This is going to be God’s call to His 
Church until He calls us home to be with Him.   

What’s at stake?  It depends upon our choices whether 
we are spiritually dying in the wilderness or becoming a 
partaker—a bona fide associate—of Jesus Christ!   

A Final Summary 
Let me summarize what we have developed as simply as I 
can: 

1. What God wants from us as lost people is to trust in 
the finished work of the cross.  What He, in turn, 
clearly wants from us, as saved people, is to continue 
to trust in Him: His promises, His grace, His Word, His 
faithfulness. 

2. What is necessary for us to persevere—to remain 
steadfast until the end? 

• We must persist in that which is simple (trust) de-
spite the fact that it is hard, by remaining in the 
Word of God, fellowshipping with the people of 
God, and being filled with the Spirit of God.  
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• We must understand that there is nothing automat-
ic about this.  It will take great attention to detail 
on our part.  But everything we need for life and 
godliness has already been provided by God.   So it 
is possible, although hard, to walk in daily faith in 
His provision, because our God is ever so gracious!  

Let me close by imploring you:  

See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful un-
believing heart that turns away from the living God. 
              Hebrews 3:12 

Do not turn when it comes to trusting in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ for your eternal salvation—for there is 
no other hope for eternity than that found in Christ.  Do 
not turn in from listening to His voice—the Word of God as 
ministered by the Spirit of God—on a daily basis.  For the 
possibilities have been laid clearly before us.  On the one 
hand, there is belief, faithfulness, and partaking of the life 
of our dear Savior.  On the other hand there is unbelief, 
deception, and surviving in a spiritual wilderness of our 
own making.  When the Scriptures put it that way—the 
choice seems pretty simple.   

Let us  encourage one-another in the faith, as long as it is 
called Today, until we are glorified in the Lord’s presence! 
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